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For many years, almost every summer, the Sisters
have prayed for rain as our part of Texas endures frequent
drought. We ask God to protect us from wildfires and
severe weather, and we remember our dear farmers whose
livelihoods depend greatly on rain. When the long-awaited
showers come, we rejoice with grateful hearts because God
has answered our prayers. The parched earth is transformed
into a lush landscape full of life. Flowers bloom, crops flourish,
and the land once again provides abundantly—a beautiful reminder of God's
abundant blessings.

Our journey toward God has its own seasons. There are times of growth,
fruitfulness, waiting, and even spiritual dryness. Experiencing these seasons—
even when we remain faithful in prayer—is often the mark of a healthy spiritual
life. Just as the rain comes down from heaven to water the earth, the Lord
promises that His Word will accomplish the purpose for which He sends it (cf.
4y, Isaiah 55:10-11), bringing new life and transformation to our souls.

The mystery of the Transfiguration is likewise a revelation of
transformation. It gives us a glimpse "of the transformation for which our
# mortal bodies are destined ... He ‘will change our lowly body to be like His
Iw glorious body.” (The Deeper Meaning of the Transfiguration, pp. 4-6). The
.+, Solemnity of the Assumption reminds us that we have a loving Mother in
 heaven who continually intercedes for us, especially when we grow weary
~along our earthly journey. (The Assumption: A Reflection, pp. 7-8)
Being “baptized in the Holy Spirit” is another profound experience of
transformation. As a Charismatic Community, the DL]C Sisters have witnessed
; this reality in our own lives and the lives of others. Like Mary Magdalene in
/ the movie The Chosen, we can say with gratitude, "I was one way, and now I
i - am completely different. And the thing that happened in between... was Him."

(The In Between, pp. 9-11).

As we enjoy these summer months, may we never grow slack in our life
in the Holy Spirit. Like refreshing rain, the Holy Spirit renews our souls and
E' \ / helps us bear abundant fruit. May we welcome Him each day and allow Him

to accomplish the Father's saving work within us.

]i\'/i] Siicter, Catherine



From the Desk of
Mother Stella Maris Hamann, DL]JC

Superior General

Dear Friends,

Hello Friends,

Summer brings me so much joy! The birds singing, fawns with
their white spots, and the flowers blooming for our bees. As I breathe in
all the sweetness of the air, I can’t help but think of our Blessed Mother
Mary enjoying life in the same way. She had the Holy Spirit in complete
fullness and possessed the hope of the future glory of eternal life.

Mary has been called our “August Mother”, inspiring grand
reverence and bestowing noble dignity. In August we celebrate the
solemnity of the Assumption and the crowning of Mary as queen of
heaven and earth. Such great celebrations bring my mind and heart
to heavenly realities, and all that lies in store for each of us in heaven.
We also call to mind the Transfiguration, where the apostles beheld a
glimpse of Christ’s divinity. We get to share in this same glimpse each
time we participate in the Eucharist. What glorious realities we get to
share in!

Yours in Christ,

Mother Stella Maris, DLJC

LOVE




o doubt the Transfiguration
N is familiar to many of us from

our Thursday rosary. And yet,
for some of us, this fourth luminous
mystery can feel quite perplexing.
Why is the Transfiguration such a
big deal? What are Moses and Elijah
doing there? And why does Peter
propose pitching tents? Reflecting on
these questions will help us to deepen
our appreciation for the true power
and beauty of this pivotal event in the
life of Christ.

Destined for Glory

Let’s begin with a quick recap:
the scene of the Transfiguration begins
with Jesus leading His closest disciples
up Mount Tabor (see Matt 17:1-9;
Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36). There
Jesus unveils Himself in dazzling
light, and He is joined by Moses and
Elijah, representatives of the law and
the prophets He has come to fulfill. At
this extraordinary sight, Peter seems
to blurt out the first thing that comes
to mind: he offers to set up three tents.
Moments later, Peter is interrupted by
a voice speaking from the cloud, and
the next thing the disciples know, they
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are alone again with Jesus.

The first key to understanding
what’s going on in this episode is that
the Transfiguration offers us a glimpse
of the joy that awaits us. In his Summa
Theologiae, St. Thomas Aquinas
puts it this way: “Christ wished to be
transfigured in order to show men His
glory, and to arouse men to a desire of
it” (ST I11.45.3co). Aquinas goes on to
describe how the Transfiguration, like
Christ’s Baptism, is a Trinitarian event:
the Incarnate son is arrayed in glory;
the Holy Spirit appears in the form of
a bright cloud; and the Father is heard
in the voice (see ST II1.45.4.ad2).

Drawing on this passage from
Aquinas, the Catechism of the Catholic
Church describes the Transfiguration
in striking terms as the sacrament of
our Resurrection. That is to say, the
Transfiguration serves as an outward
sign of the transformation for which
our mortal bodies are destined: “The
Transfiguration gives us a foretaste
of Christs glorious coming, when he
‘will change our lowly body to be like
his glorious body’ [Phil 3:21]” (CCC
556).

Thisshowsusthat Transfiguration



is fundamentally a mystery of hope
and joy. Indeed, it gives us the
confidence that although we are
“treasure in earthen vessels” (2 Cor
4:7), even these earthen vessels—that
is, our frail bodies which can cause us
so much hardship and grief—will one
day be transfigured just like Christ’s.

More Than a Camping Trip

So far so good, but we must
remember that there is another,
more sobering lesson which the
Transfiguration  also  contains.
The Catechism reminds us, “[this
mystery] also recalls that ‘it is through
many persecutions
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that we must enter S

the kingdom off
God’ [Acts 14:22]”L
(CCC 556). While'
the Transfiguration
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23:39-43; cf. Exod 34:22). Significantly,
the festivities also looked forward to
a time of future fulfillment when the
Messiah will come, and all the nations
will assemble to celebrate the feast
(see Zech 14:16-19; cf. Hos 12:9).

In Pope Benedicts estimation,
Peter’s somewhat clumsy proposal
to pitch camp should therefore be
understood in the context of the Feast
of Booths and everything it portends:
the dawn of a new messianic age
marked by the restoration of the
kingdom of Israel, and by the righteous
souls worshiping God from their
tents. This interpretation sheds light

on Peter’s desire to
_"pitch tents: he wants
the Transfiguration
mark the
- beginning of Christ’s
" triumphant reign on

points us to the glory_.’_' show wen -k‘is 3(0&@, and '_earth.

that awaits us,
also summons us tof
embrace the path ofg
suffering which still
lies between us and ®
heaven.

In the first installment of his
Jesus of Nazareth trilogy, Pope
Benedict XVI reflected on this theme
with particular reference to the figure
of Peter. In doing so, the pontiff
proposed that the Transfiguration
takes place around the time of the
Jewish Feast of Booths.

Also known by its Hebrew
name Sukkot, this week-long autumn
festival involved living in tents to
commemorate the makeshift huts the
Israelites dwelt in during their forty-
year Exodus in the desert (see Lev
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_ to arouse men to o desire has
of it” (ST ITT.45.3c).

. But Peter still
much to learn
about the true nature
of the Son’s paschal
# mission. At the heart

of that mission lies
the Exodus—identified in Luke’s
Gospel as the subject of Our Lord’s
conversation with Moses and Elijah
(see Luke 9:30-31)—which awaits
Jesus in Jerusalem. This new and
greater Exodus will be a deliverance
not from Egypt but from sin; a journey
not into the physical land of Canaan,
but into the eternal homeland of
heaven. This time, moreover, the
journey will be defined not by the
blood of lambs smeared on doorposts,
but by the blood of the Eternal Lamb
poured out for the forgiveness of sins.
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The Way of the Cross

None of this is easy for Peter to
understand. Just a few days earlier, he
was making an impassioned protest
against Jesus’s first prediction of His
impending death (see Matt 16:21-
23). Now, on the heights of Tabor,
the insecurities of his heart are once
more laid bare. Peter struggles to
understand why this is the way things
have to be. Why can’t Jesus inaugurate
His Kingdom now, without ever facing
that dreadful Passion which awaits
Him? Why can’t the
consolations of the g
mountaintop  abide [I*
forever and never

come back down the 8
mountain? : :
Particularly /&
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this Cross, yet to do so with confident
hope in the inexhaustible ocean of
joy that awaits us: “For this slight
momentary affliction is preparing for
us an eternal weight of glory beyond
all comparison” (2 Cor 4:17).

On Mount Tabor, the God-man gives
us a glimpse of this glory beyond all
comparison, in order to sustain us on
our pilgrim journey:

Now in order that anyone go
straight along a road, he must have
some knowledge of the end: thus
an archer will not shoot the arrow

swwmerg . Straight  unless  he
first see the target.
Hence Thomas said
(John 14:5): “Lord,
we know not whither
Thou goest; and how
can we know the
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getting us there. In these seasons of
trial, the Transfiguration challenges us
with its reminder that Jesus could have
ended our suffering in an instant—and
soon, very soon, He will—but instead
He redeemed it. By entering fully into
our human condition, He harnessed
and hallowed our pain, transforming
the penalty for Adams sin into an
instrument of divine love.

In His infinite wisdom, Jesus
chose (and chooses) the way of the
Cross as the most fitting and beautiful
way to redeem the world. Not only
that, but He invites all of us to share in
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should show His disciples the glory of
His clarity (whichis to be transfigured),
to which He will configure those who
are His . .. (ST II1.45.1co)

By entering more deeply into the
mystery of the Transfiguration, we call
to mind our heavenly destination, and
we implore our merciful Savior—the
Risen One who still bears His wounds
of love—to give us the grace to arrive
safely home.

Reprinted with permission from

St. Paul Center
https://stpaulcenter.com/posts/the-
deeper-meaning-of-the-transfiguration
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veryhuman person hasanearthly
Emother who nourishes and cares

for us with human love. On the
Solemnity of the Assumption of our
Blessed Mother Mary, she reminds us
that each one of us also has a heavenly
Mother, who nourishes and cares for us
with the love of Jesus Christ, her Son.
She gave us Jesus, God’s perfect Love,
whom she carried for nine months in
her womb, and she showed us the Way
to Heaven with Her fiat “Let it be done
to me according to Your Word” What
does this look like? Allow me to share a
story with you ...

I have experienced countless
times when Mother Mary has rescued
me, strengthened me, and shown me
the way to heaven. Once, I was climbing
a mountain in Bosnia, and halfway up,
I got very exhausted. I felt that I was at
the end of my strength. As I was about
to give up, a lady whom I had never
met before came up behind me, took
my hand, and walked with me to the
end. The moment she held my hand, I
felt strengthened, and I knew I would
make it. At the same time, I felt Mother
Mary speak to my heart. She said,

By Sister Michael Marie Truong,

[ ;J"-'Ilﬂ‘ | " i *:‘ -: - ,

“When you allow me to take you by the
hand, you will persevere till the end in
running the race” What mountain are
you climbing right now? Are you at the
end of your strength? Can you place
your life and your hand into her hands?
You do not have to travel this road on
your own.

The enemy often wants us to
think that we are alone; that no one will
help us and that no one cares about us.
Mother Mary has crushed the head of
the enemy and shown us the Heavenly
reward that we, too, can one day attain.
Blessed Bartolo Longo, who was a
former Satanic priest who converted
back to the Catholic faith, once said:
“My only desire is to see Mary, who
has saved me, and who will save me
from the clutches of Satan” In placing
our hand in her hand, we are not only
experiencing strength and comfort but
also protection from the lies that the
enemy is whispering into our ears to
try to discourage us and to get us to
give up so that he can steal, kill, and
destroy us and God’s plan for our lives.

When we look at the image of
Mary assumed into Heaven, we can

www.dljc.org « 7



see that God exalted her because she
humbled herself and surrendered
herself so completely to God. This is
what we want to learn from our Blessed
Mother, because sometimes, when we
tell God we surrender and want to
give Him our life, it can be hard for us
to really give Him all, because we still
want to hold on to control. We want to
run our own lives.

I remember one time I heard
a story about a tyrant king who was
excommunicated by the Church, but
later, at the end of his life, he repented
and asked to make his last Confession.
He said, “All my sins can be summed
up in this one sentence: I have made
myself a god” That is our fallen human
tendency; rather than remembering
that we are made in the image and
likeness of God, we make God into our
own image and likeness. Mother Mary
is different; she conforms to God’s
image and likeness, and she conforms
her will to His Most Holy Will for her
life in all things. She let God be the Lord
of her life. Even when she suffered.
Even when she was confused and did

not understand the purpose of God's
will. She still surrendered everything
into His hands.
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When we place our hand in
Mother Mary’s hand, we are giving
everything to Jesus through her, for
she possessed nothing except for God
alone. She gave herself totally and
completely to Him. Our whole journey
toward our Heavenly homeland is a
process of surrender, giving more and
more of ourselves to God every day.
Then, when we see Him face to face, we
are not full of ourselves, but we are full
of Him, and the Father can gaze upon
us and say, “You are My beloved child,
in whom I am well pleased. In you, I
see the image of My Beloved Son Jesus”

On the Solemnity of the
Assumption, we are reminded of our
end goal, of what God has created us
for: eternal joy and bliss with Him
forever in Heaven, body and soul
Even though we will not have the same
experience as Mother Mary, body and
soul being assumed into Heaven at the
same time, as Catholics, we believe that
when Jesus comes again, our body will
be reunited with our soul for all eternity.
Can you imagine that satisfaction and
contentment we will enjoy when our
soul is united with our body in Heaven
as we embrace Jesus and Mary for all
eternity? Through the intercession of
our beloved Mother Mary, let us never
tire in striving for Heaven! Let us never
tire of surrendering all that we are and
all that we have into the loving hands of
our Savior Jesus, through the hands of
our Mother Mary. We can trust her, as
she leads us ever closer to her Son, and
helps us to know and love Him, as she
herself knows and loves Him.

8}

Holy Mother Mary, assumed into
Heaven, pray for us! k/



"T was one way, and now I am
completely different. And the thing
that happened in between... was Him.”
(Mary Magdalene, from the movie,
The Chosen)

was raised a “cradle Catholic” We
Iattended Church every Sunday.
I attended religious education.
I made all my Sacraments. I was an
altar server. As I got older, I became
an Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Communion. I attended Youth Group.
My family was active in our parish
Community.
However, throughout my young
life, I can never remember having a
truly personal relationship with the
Lord. I was taught to pray, of course.
I was taught that St. Anthony would
find all of your lost items. I was taught
about Our Lady of Lourdes and St.
Bernadette, and how important the
rosary was. I was taught the Guardian
Angel prayer to say before bedtime. I
was taught that St. Jude would take care
of everything that seemed impossible.
But as I moved into adulthood, my
relationship with the Lord became

By Sister Raphaélle Marie Condon, DLJC s

4 T

more like that of an ATM down the
street — I only went to Him when I
needed something. “Please help me to
pass this exam. Please help me to run
fast during this track meet. Please help
me find a boyfriend ... etc” Looking
back, I cannot say that I really knew
the Lord as a Person. I was taught that
God existed and that he died for my
sins. I was taught that I was supposed
to believe the Eucharist was really
Jesus. I heard the stories about Him
in the Bible at Mass every week. But
I didn't really know Him—I just knew
of Him. The thing that made the
difference—or rather, the Person that
made the difference—was the Holy
Spirit.

Perhaps many people could
say, “Listen, I was baptized, I was
confirmed just like you. I received
the Holy Spirit in the Sacraments.
What do you mean? How can you
say that we needed the Holy Spirit
after all that?” What I mean is this:
When I was baptized, I was a baby.
I could not speak for myself. I could
not proclaim my belief in the Lord

—
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or say that I wanted to live my life
for Him. My parents and godparents
stood in my place and declared me
as a child of God. At Confirmation,
to be completely honest, I did not
understand that I was receiving the
Holy Spirit. Perhaps they explained
it to us in religious education, and
I missed it? At any rate, I was not
fully aware of the Sacrament's deeper
meaning at all! At the time of my
Confirmation, I believed that receiving
Confirmation meant I was now an
“adult” in the eyes of the Church
and no longer had to attend religious
education classes. Therefore, I was not
open to receiving all that the Lord had
for me at Confirmation either. I could
not make a conscious choice for the
Lord because I had no knowledge of
what I was really choosing! And my
relationship with the Lord continued
to be one of rote prayers and moral
obligations—not one of personal
encounter and true love.

Receiving the Holy Spirit in the
Sacraments (such as Baptism and
Confirmation) is the foundational,
grace-giving rite of initiation that

spiritually regenerates a person and
seals them as a child of God. They
are incredibly important because we
need the grace that the Sacraments
offer! In contrast, receiving what has
come to be termed as the "baptism in
the Holy Spirit" is typically viewed as
a subsequent, empowering experience
that ignites those sacramental graces,
equipping the believer for active
ministry and bold witness. It means to
stand as an adult and conscientiously
make a choice to follow Christ and to
ask the Holy Spirit to empower you
to do so. It is a fundamental shift in
the life of the believer. An experience
of true metanoia—true turning away
from sin and turning towards the Lord
—as we open ourselves to a deeper
relationship with the Lord, through
the transforming power of the Holy
Spirit.

All T know is that my spiritual
life and relationship with the Lord
was ‘one way” before I encountered
the baptism of the Holy Spirit and
after receiving the Holy Spirit, it was
“completely different” and “the thing
that happened in between ... was the

Holy Spirit”. Look at the
Apostles themselves.
Their lives were marked

incredible

by an
— }ﬁ \‘IH & 2 f # encounter with the Holy

The "baptism in the Holy Spirit" i

.. [an] empowering experience that
ignites [the] sacramental graces,
equipping the believer for active
ministry and bold witness.
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| Spirit on  Pentecost!

We know that during

Pentecost, the Apostles
g were all locked in the
Upper Room for fear of
the Jews (John 20:19) and
were praying together
for the Promise of the
Father. And suddenly,



the Holy Spirit came upon . .
then, “And they were a1l F A I

filled with the Holy Spirit |
and began to speak in |
other tongues, as the Spirit ;
gave them utterance”
(Acts 2:4) After that, they
left that locked upper
room and immediately
began to boldly proclaim
the mighty works of God!
(Acts 2:14) They were one way, and
then they were different. And the
thing that happened in between ...was
the Holy Spirit.

After I received the baptism in
the Holy Spirit at twenty years old,
all T can tell you is that my whole life
radically changed for the better. I felt
like my eyes had been opened to the
beauty of the Lord and of our faith!
The Mass took on more meaning, and
I found myself attending daily Mass
and Eucharistic Adoration because I
just wanted to be wherever the Lord
was. I had never picked up the Bible
before. After receiving the baptism in
the Holy Spirit, the Scriptures seemed
to just open up for me, and I could
see how the Word of God was truly
living and effective—sharper than
any two-edged sword (Hebrews 4:12)
and how it applied to my daily life.
Before receiving the baptism in the
Holy Spirit, I felt that the Lord was
far away from me, observing me as I
went through life. After receiving the
baptism in the Holy Spirit, I felt that
the Lord was so close to me; involved
in my daily life, leading me, guiding
me, and speaking to my heart as I
waited on Him in prayer. My spiritual
life went from stagnant to filled with

After I received the baptism in
the Holy Spirit ... my whole life
= radically changed ... my eyes had
B, been opened to the beauty of the

il 1.ord and of our faith!

love, joy, peace, and a deeply personal
relationship with the Lord. It was no
longer an ATM relationship; it was
a best friend relationship. Later, it
developed into a spousal relationship
as the Lord spoke to my heart and
revealed that He was calling me to
give my whole self and my whole life
to him as a Religious Sister.

There is a saying, “The longest
journey in life is eighteen inches long
—it is the journey from your head to
your heart” That is what the baptism
in the Holy Spirit does: it helps you
make that journey. Receiving that
grace of the Holy Spirit moves you
from knowing in your mind that God
loves you and that Jesus died for your
sins, to knowing with all your heart
that God exists, that He loves you, and
that He considers you worth loving
and worth dying for, that He has a
beautiful plan for your life, and that
He wants to be intimately involved in
your daily life as a Catholic because
you are His precious child. It is a
journey worth making. Let the Holy
Spirit be your “in-between.”

v Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of
Thy faithful—fill us to overflowing!
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Sr. Marie Fidelis

NEWS (806) 421-5931

dljcsisters@gmail.com

Dear friends,

B e g g i n g Jesus love':s you!

Summer is a particularly active and grace-filled month

B 0 x for our Community, especially in our ministry to teenagers.

This summer, our Sisters will be ministering to thousands

of teenagers at summer camps and youth conferences in

& AIRLINE MILES Scotland, Mexico, Trinidad, Poland, and across the United

States. It is wonderful to see the movement of the Holy

Spirit in the lives of these young people, as many of them

encounter the love of God for the very first time. We are

& MEAT honored to witness young people encountering Jesus

Christ and receiving life-transforming graces that truly
shape their lives.

August brings many special celebrations of God’s

fidelity! We have a Sister making her first profession of

vows, another Sister professing her perpetual vows to

% USPS POSTACGE
STAMPS

% COFFEE

% GIFT CARDS:
SAM’'S, LOWE'S &

AL Jesus, and two young women entering the Community to
continue their discernment of a Religious Vocation. Join us
/ in praying for each of our Sisters taking their next step in

| o -] faithfulness to God’s call.
\ ¢ -\ As our summer ministry travel increases, we are in
E \@. [~ need of donated airline miles to help offset the cost of flights
_ V | for our Sisters. If you are able to contribute airline rewards
{} | : miles, we would be most grateful if you would contact our

Mission Advancement team via email at dljcsisters@gmail.
com or by phone at (806) 421-5931. This support provides
‘"’ ’l-’ an { 4 )/@ ! [/ very practical assistance to our mission during this time of

Lo increased evangelization.
T0r . We are praying for you and your intentions every day!
your support With gratitude
A :‘ ::bw ArI'T.IMI- r,

ASSISTANT MaIN OFFICE
Sr. Grace Maria

1828 Mustang St.
(806) 340-5087 Amarillo, Texas 79102-1717

b dljcsisters@gmail.com dljc.org
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. Proyecto NPVl  Ongoing Support

EXPANDING Monetary Gifts
OUR MISSION e Checks or cash

to make disciples of * Paypal

ALL THE NATIONS  °Online (using
a credit card)

e Automatic Bank Draft

Over the years, many young women

from Mexico have heard the Lord’s Stock Donations
call through our community. Now, we Maximize tax benefits, avoid
have seven Sisters from Mexico and capital gains tax for yourself,
more young women waiting to join and optimize your gift
us! But our current space is small. To value. Call or email for more
grow and form these new vocations, information.
Wedneidl? larger convent with a chapel Will/Estate Planning
AN Perpetuate your support

beyond this life, while receiving
significant estate tax

savings. (Let us know

when you do this, to thank

you and enroll you in

a special monthly Mass)

Honor a Loved One
Living or deceased.
Their name and yours
will be permanently
recorded for
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