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“Peace he with you. (s the Jather has sent me. so J send
you Coo y(cs'u.s'/ breathed on them and said to them. = Receive
the Jloly Spird.” — fohn 20:21-22

Happy Birthday Church!
Pentecost is a decisive and grace-filled moment that
changed the course of Christian history. On that holy
day, the disciples—empowered and emboldened by the
Holy Spirit—began to live out the mission entrusted
to them by Jesus before His Ascension: “Go into all the
world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation”
(Mk 16:15). At Pentecost, the power of the Holy Spirit was
revealed as tongues of fire descended upon the apostles and the Blessed
Virgin Mary gathered in the upper room. From that moment on, both the
Church and the world were forever transformed. Fear gave way to courage,
silence to proclamation, and uncertainty to mission.

In his Homily for the Solemnity of Pentecost, May 27, 2012, Pope
Benedict XVT offered a beautiful and profound reflection “on the essential
aspect of the Mystery of Pentecost.” His words remain fresh and deeply
relevant, even in our own time. (pp. 4-7) Before His Ascension, Jesus gave
this consoling promise: “Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of
the world” (Mt 28:20). These words brought comfort to the first disciples
and continue to sustain us as we journey in faith, awaiting the day when
we shall see Him face to face. His abiding presence is made tangible in the
Most Holy Eucharist, where we encounter Him daily—Body and Blood,
truly present among us. (Behold I Am With You, pp. 8-10). At the same
time, His presence is alive within us through the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit received in Baptism. We read in Acts 1:8, “You will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.” The Holy Spirit equips us with
charisms so that we may serve the Body of Christ in love and build up the
community in charity. (Charisms and Charity..., p. 11)

We, for our part, are likewise entrusted with the mission to be bearers
of the Good News—witnesses of hope, instruments of peace, and channels
of God's love in our world today.

Sister Catherine Flores 0.L9C

2 « Praise Him! May/June 2026



From the Desk of
Mother Stella Maris Hamann, DL]JC

Superior General

Dear Friends,

I pray that this Easter season has been one of hope, joy and new
life. God has delighted us with occasions of rain for our dry and parched
land here at Prayer Town. We prayed the Divine Mercy novena for the
intention of rain and on the 9th day it rained. In April we welcomed a
colony of honeybees. We learned that bees need rain every 10 days to
thrive. Praise God, new bees are hatching every day. They practice flying
in an infinity sign pattern, reminding me of how each creature God has
made reflects His majesty and goodness.

We too need rain to live. We need the rain of the Holy Spirit which
sustains us in our Christian life to reflect God’s goodness. Jesus said that
He would send the promised gift of the Father after he ascended into
heaven. We know this gift is the Holy Spirit, who fell upon Mary and the
Apostles at Pentecost. Pentecost is not a one-time event in the history
of the Church. Receiving the Holy Spirit is not only relegated to the
sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation. As we can receive Jesus daily
in the Eucharist, we can also receive the Holy Spirit every day. May your
heart yearn for more of the Holy Spirit, more of the life-giving rain of
God’s mercy, grace, and love.

Yours in Christ,

Mether Stella Maris, DLJC
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THE SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI
Vatlcan Basnllca, 27 May 2012

Mass with you ... on the Solemnity

of Pentecost. This mystery
constitutes the Church’s baptism. It is
an event which gave her, so to speak,
her initial form and the drive for her
mission. And this “form” and this
“drive” are ever effective, ever present,
and are renewed in a special way
through the liturgical actions.

.. I would like to reflect on an
essential aspect of the Mystery of
Pentecost which has preserved its full
importance in our time. Pentecost is
the feast of union, comprehension
and human communion. We can all
see that in our world, although we
are increasingly close to one another
with the development of the means
of communication and geographical
distances seem to be disappearing,
understanding and communion
between people is both superficial and
problematic.

Imbalances endure that
frequently lead to conflict; dialogue
between the generations is heavy-
going and at times antagonism
prevails; we witness daily events in

Iam glad to celebrate this Holy
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which it seems people are becoming
more aggressive and more belligerent;
understanding each other seems too
demanding so they prefer to remain
closed in on themselves, in their own
interests. Can we truly find and live in
this situation the unity we need?

The narrative of Pentecost in the
Acts of the Apostles, which we heard
in the First Reading (cf. Acts 2:1-11),
contains against the background of
one of the great frescoes we find at the
beginning of the Old Testament: the
ancient history of the construction of
the Tower of Babel (Gen 11:1-9). But
what is Babel? It is the description
of a kingdom in which men had
concentrated so much power that they
thought they no longer needed to rely
on a distant God and that they were
powerful enough to be able to build a
way to heaven by themselves in order
to open its gates and usurp God’s
place.

However, at this very moment
something strange and unusual
happens. While the men are working
together to build the tower they
suddenly realize that they are



building against each other. While
endeavouring to be like God, they
even risk no longer being human
because they have lost a fundamental
element of being human: the ability to
agree, to understand each other and to
work together.

This biblical account contains a
perennial truth; we can see it in history
and in our world too. The progress of
science and technology have enabled
us to dominate the
forces of nature,
to manipulate the
elements and to
reproduce  living
beings, almost
to the point of |
manufacturing the ¥
very human being.
In this situation
praying to God
seems obsolete or
pointless,  because
we ourselves can
construct and
achieve whatever we like.

Yet we do not realize that we
are reliving the same experience as
Babel. It is true, we have increased
the possibility of communication, of
obtaining information, of transmitting
news, but can we say that our ability to
understand each other has increased?
Or, perhaps, paradoxically, do we
understand each other less and less?
Doesn’t a sense of mutual mistrust,
suspicion and fear seem to be creeping
in among human beings even to
the point of making one individual
dangerous to another? Let us therefore
return to our initial question: can
unity and harmony really exist? How?

The Wa@ Spirit .
leads us to the ﬁe@ﬁfy
of God, so that we may
a/wm@ experience on
this earth the seed of
divine life which exists

within us,

We find the answer in Sacred
Scripture: unity can only exist as a
gift of God’s Spirit who will give us
a new heart and a new language, a
new ability to communicate. And this
is what happened at Pentecost. On
that morning, 50 days after Easter, a
mighty wind blew through Jerusalem
and the flame of the Holy Spirit came
down upon the disciples gathered
together. It settled on each one of them
and kindled within
them the divine fire,
a fire of love capable
of transforming
them. Their fear
evaporated, they felt
their hearts filled
@8 with new strength,
their tongues were
loosened and they
began to speak
freely in such a way
that everyone could
understand the
announcement that
Jesus Christ had died and was risen.
At Pentecost, where there had been
division and alienation, unity and
understanding were born.

However, let us look at today’s
Gospel in which Jesus says: “When
the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide
you into all the truth” (Jn 16:13).
Here, in speaking of the Holy Spirit,
Jesus explains to us what the Church
is and how she should live in order
to be herself, to be the place of unity
and communion in Truth; he tells us
that behaving as Christians means no
longer being shut into our own “T”
but rather being open to all things: it
means inwardly welcoming the whole
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Church within ourselves or, even
better, inwardly letting her receive us.
Therefore when I speak, think and act
as a Christian I do not do so by closing
myself into myself, but I always do
so in all things and starting with all
things: thus the Holy Spirit, the Spirit
of unity and of truth, may continue
to resonate in our human hearts and
minds and spur people to meet and to
welcome each other.

Precisely because the Spirit acts
in this way, he ushers us into
the whole truth, which is
Jesus, and guides us to
look at it more deeply
and to understand
it. We do not grow
in knowledge by
locking  ourselves
into own ego but
only in an attitude
of profound inner
humility do we
become capable
of listening and
sharing in the “we”
of the Church.
And in this way it becomes clearer
why Babel is Babel and Pentecost is
Pentecost. Wherever people want to
set themselves up as God they cannot
but set themselves against each
other. Instead, wherever they place
themselves in the Lord’s truth they are
open to the action of his Spirit who
sustains and unites them.

The comparison of Babel with
Pentecost is re-echoed once again
in the Second Reading where the
Apostle says: “Walk by the Spirit,
and do not gratify the desires of the
flesh” (Gal 5:16). St Paul explains to us
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that our personal life is marked by an
inner conflict, a rupture between the
impulses that come from the flesh and
those that come from the Spirit; and
we cannot follow them all. Indeed, we
cannot be both selfish and generous,
follow the tendency to dominate
others and at the same time feel the
joy of disinterested service. We always
have to choose which impulse to
follow and we can do so authentically
only with the help of the Spirit of
Christ.
£ St. Paul — as we have
heard — lists the works of
the flesh. They are the
sins of selfishness
and violence, enmity;,
discord, jealousy
and  disagreement;
they are thoughts
and actions that do
not let us live in a
truly human and
Christian way, in
love. This direction
leads to the loss of
one’s own life. The
Holy Spirit on the contrary leads us
to the heights of God, so that we may
already experience on this earth the
seed of divine life which exists within
us. St Paul says in fact: “the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace..” (Gal 5:22).
And let us note that the Apostle
uses the plural to describe the works
of the flesh that cause us to lose our
humanity, whereas he uses the singular
to define the Spirit’s action, he speaks
of “fruit’, just as the scattering abroad
at Babel is contrasted with the unity
of Pentecost.
Dear friends, we must live in



accordance with the Spirit of unity
and truth and this is why we should
pray that the Spirit illuminate and
guide us so that we may overcome our
fascination with following our own
truths and receive the truth of Christ,
passed on in the Church. Luke’s
account of Pentecost tells us that

of the Holy Spirit. And they assembled
in prayer with Mary in the Upper
Room to await the promised event (cf.
Acts 1:14). Gathered with Mary, as at
her birth, today too the Church prays:
“Veni Sancte Spiritus! — Come Holy
Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of your

before ascending into heaven Jesus love!” Amen.

asked the Apostles to stay together to © Copyright 2012

prepare themselves to receive the gift Libreria Editrice Vaticana
-.___--'_";Q c‘,..-"_‘-\-_.__.-

(Continued from p. 10)

of the Eucharist. This beholding, my
brothers and sisters, far from being
a mere looking, gives revelation that
changes who we are. We become
whatever we truly behold. It becomes
a part of us, forever etched into the
fibers of our being. So, we behold

(Continued from p. 11)

given to build up the body of Christ.
But for all that, charisms are not the
greatest manifestations of the Holy
Spirit. As St. Paul said, the greatest of
these is love. Jesus said many will say
to him on that day, ‘Lord, did we not
prophesy in your name? Did we not
drive out demons in your name? Did
we not do mighty deeds in your name?’
But he will declare to them solemnly, ‘T
never knew you. Depart from me, you
evil doers! Charisms serve the body
of Christ but do not assure salvation
in Christ. Operating in the charisms
is good but we dont bank on the
charisms for salvation. There really
isn’t a charism of patience, kindness
or humility. There are no charism

him in the Mass. We behold him
in Eucharistic Adoration. And this
beholding, which allows us to share in
his own life and love, (cf. CCC 1391)
becomes the very means by which we
begin to touch God and be touched by

him.

for spiritual maturity, integrity or
a generous spirit. No charism for a
spirit without jealousy or revenge.
Charisms are what you decide to do.
Charity is what you decide to become.
Charisms build up the church. Charity
builds up your character. A charism is
a demonstration of the Spirit. Charity
is a transformation in the Spirit. To fly,
an eagle must harness the wind. The
Holy Spirit is the breath, the wind of
God. Charisms harness the power to
ride the wind. Charity is becoming the
wind beneath the wings.

Reprinted from the newsletter of the
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Office
of Minneapolis, MN
office@ccro-msp.org
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(( This is my body...this chalice
which is poured out for you is the
new covenant in my blood” (Lk

20:19-20) Covenant. This is the very

essence of the Eucharistic mystery.

The Eucharist itself is the fulfillment

of the promise God made to his

disciples at his ascension. “Behold, I

will be with you always, even to the

end of the world” (Mt 28:20) This
covenant became for us the perpetual
reminder of the Lord Jesus’ closeness
and availability to us—always. What
marvelous love would compel the God
of all eternity to confine himself to the
restrictions of physical substance! He

did this not only once in assuming our

human nature and being born a man,

but also now daily, as He descends into

the hands of the priest at Holy Mass.
While in the old covenant, the

people entered into a covenant with

God through the blood of a spotless,

unblemished lamb, the Lord Jesus so

desired a relationship with us that

He himself became the one, pure and

spotless victim. (cf. Eucharistic Prayer

I, Roman Canon) Jesus not only

desires that He offer himself as the
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perfect sacrifice to make atonement
for our sins, but more so because his
desire for mankind has always been
one thing: complete access to and
union with him. We remember the
images of relationship reflected in the
book of Genesis where God would
come to walk with Adam in the garden
in the cool of the day. (cf. Genesis 3:8)
Yet now, although mankind is unable
to walk in the garden of Eden, the
Lord comes to us to make a dwelling
place in our souls, to walk with us in
the gardens of our lives. How curious
a thing, I have always thought it, that
Mary Magdalene, upon seeing the
risen Jesus in the garden, mistook Him
for the gardener. Ironically, I would
say this was the start of realizing that
the Lord not only desired to walk
with us in the garden, but also to be
the gardener of our souls, tending the
very parts of our lives that had not
yet been accessible to him before his
perfect sacrifice.

The difficult reality for us as
humans is that, when we are unable
to make sense of the things around us,
we often experience a loss, loneliness,



by Juan de Juanes, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org

and dejection. We must know with
certainty that the pains which we carry
within us do not go above the head of
our Lord, who cares so deeply and
intensely for us. He is not indifferent
to our sufferings. In his great mercy,
we can see that we are most fully
known and loved by him, even in
our fragility. Our greatest promise of
this reality is hidden in the Eucharist.
Knowing our fragility and desire for
tangible realities, Jesus desired that we
have a permanent, tangible reminder
of his nearness to us. One which we
could see and touch, that we might be
able to testify with the Apostle John,
“That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard,

which we have seen

person might come to visit him. How
ardent and burning is his passion for
communion with us. Yet, He remains
a perfect gentleman. In the Eucharist,
Jesus' gentleness is accentuated;
He who never forces himself upon
us, never revoking our freedom to
choose. He does not seize us but waits
until we freely allow ourselves to be
taken by his love. Being taken is not
the same as being captured, and being
enthralled is not the same as being
entrapped. The latter is the response
of one whose defenses are up and is
not able to respond in freedom, while
the former is the response of a heart
that knows itself safe.
Jesus reveals to
us, in the Eucharist,

with our eyes and our  77ee Encleaist (s the  His littleness. This
hands have touched. welihol Cve ewledcle  littleness, quite
this  we  proclaim Y contrary to worldly
concerning the word M/@: opinion, is not
of life” (1 Jn 1:1) Wm 2 debasement, but

Jesus comes to us

ef the leveaveed | (e

perfection of

revealing the face  covreseetrvelore elebcle - humility veiled in
of God, not as a far- O et ete'veal . the  magnanimity
removed critic, but destivey... " of his responses to
a tender, intimate = N our needs. In the
friend. Eucharist, Jesus

In the Eucharist, so much of
the Godhead is revealed to us, but in
great simplicity. The Holy Eucharist
first reveals God's hospitality. We
experience in the Eucharist, not only
a God who comes to us with all good,
who bends down to us out of sheer
goodness and love, but we encounter
the God who waits. He waits to make
himself present at the words of a priest.
He waits for us to come to receive him
in communion. He waits, hidden in
the tabernacle, in hopes that even one

is little for and with us. “Come to
me all you who labor and find life
burdensome...” (Mt 11:28). He desires
to be our refuge and safe haven, and
so He assumed for us the humblest of
states, simply that we might not feel
threatened by him. Love always costs
something. God makes himself small
for us—not in weakness but in the
greatness of His love. Coming face-to-
face with our own mess and darkness
can be quite an unnerving experience
for most of us. Yet, our Lord does
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not wait to come to us only when
we have ordered everything in our
lives perfectly. On the contrary, Jesus
descends and stays in the darkness
of the tabernacle as if to say to us,
“Come. Do you not see that I am not
afraid of darkness?” The greatest of
all, He descends into our hearts and
souls in our reception of communion
and speaks gently, saying to our souls,
“Your darkness, your mess, your
littleness—these do not scare me.
They do not repel
me—rather  these
attracts me to you,
where you need me
most.” These are the
places, though we
do not often feel it,

(m
Evclean st s
o lelgluvay

that eternal desire. Through it, God
invites us to partake in His very own
love, His own heart. This union is
not one that turns in on itself and
becomes exclusive, but rather this love
draws us into a deeper union with our
brothers and sisters. The Eucharist is
the mirror in which we see clearly the
reflection of the love and communion
which is our eternal destiny—with
Him, the head, and we, the body. Jesus
in the Eucharist himself becomes our
invitation to the
wedding feast of the
Lamb and reveals
that each of us has a
place—a seat at His
table. Regardless of
who you are, where

that the Lord desires you have come

most to  enter. to leeavere.” from, or what your

Remember that it story has looked

is only his presence S8t Cov'vlo Acutis like, the Eucharist is

in these places that ! our assurance that
b —

would enable us to
live in the freedom for which we were
created.

The Eucharist not only draws us
deeper into the heart of God; Jesus,
present with us, also draws us into
the reality of the body of Christ. We
see, in the Eucharist, the reality of the
Divine Communion existing from
the beginning of time, and are called
by our participation to enter into this
union; a union which reveals not only
what we were created for but also how
we were created to love one another.
“Love one another as I have loved you.”
(Jn 13:34) The desire for real love is
written within you and me as a very
essential part of our makeup. The
Eucharist is for us the fulfillment of
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we are all journeying
towards and destined for one goal:
Heaven, and in the words of St. Carlo
Acutis, “The Eucharist is our highway
to heaven”

In Jesus’ great love for us, He
desires above all that we be one with
him. “Remain in me,” He says to us
even today. He saw no price as too
costly, even when it meant giving his
life on the cross or remaining with
us hidden behind a piece of bread.
Nothing was too much in his eyes to
make union with us possible. “Behold
the Lamb of God," the priest says at
every Mass. Behold! There is no more
appropriate word to describe all the
realities hidden within the mystery

(Continued on p. 7)



charism is a habitual openness
Aby which the Holy Spirit can

move through us. The Holy
Spirit may or may not choose to flow
through you, but if you have a habitual
openness you are prepared. Let’s look
at three basic principles regarding
charisms. The first principle is that
the Spirit that anointed Jesus is the
same Spirit imparted to the baptized
believers in Jesus. In Luke 4, we read
that Jesus returned in the power of
the Holy Spirit. In the Book of Acts
1: 6-8, Jesus told his disciples, “You
will received power when the Holy
Spirit comes upon you." In the Old
Testament, God the Father moved. In
the New Testament up until Pentecost,
Jesus moved. From Pentecost on,
it's the Holy Spirit moving in and
through the church. The same Spirit
that anointed Jesus anoints disciples
today. The second principle is that
each member of the Body of Christ
is given gifts of the Spirit for the
sake of service the body. Spiritual

gifts are not limited to church elders.
God doesn’t work only from the top
down, he works from the bottom up.
He works through the people. All of
us are members of the body. Some of
us are eyes or ears, some are hands or
feet and each part has something to
contribute to the building up of the
body. This is true in the realm of the
Spirit as well as in the flesh. Say this out
loud as you read it... “The Holy Spirit
has worked in me more than I realize.
The Holy Spirit is working in me more
than I realize. The Holy Spirit will
work in me more than I realize” God
is so hard up to bless his people he will
even use the likes of you and me. The
third principle is this: Charisms are
ministry gifts. They are given to bless
and to build up the body, the church.
The primary purpose of charisms is
for the sake of the body, the church.
Charisms don't exist for the one who
uses them. Charisms exist for the good
of others. The gifts of the Spirit are

(Continued on p. 7)
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St. Ann's Church, Canyon TX
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Women's Summit
St. Ann's Church, Coppell TX
Sisters Marie Fidelis & Grace Maria

Dumas TX Women's Retreat
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Sisters Thérése & Angela

Pre-Confirmation Retreat
Stratford/Cactus TX

Sisters Marguerite Marie, Mary Nika, & Anastasia
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Days of Grace Reflection
Wiskitki, Poland
Sisters Christine Marie & Paula Marie

Proyecto San Jose Groundbreaking
Higueras, Nuevo Leon Mexico
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Wission

Advancement

NEWS

DIRECTOR
Sr. Marie Fidelis
(806) 421-5931

dljcsisters@gmail.com

2025 FINANCIAL REPORT

Unrestricted funds $675,980.75 | Community
Restricted Grants $69,748.81 Kitchen/Household $73,919.64
Restricted Gifts $352,483.16 Sacristy/Music $11,006.24
Restricted $561,871.87 Vehicles/Gas/Travel $76,649.01
Proyecto San José (Mexico) Medical $89.202.82
Ministry Stipends $162,182.07 Social Security (FICA) $32,098.32
Government Benefits $82,337.01 Vocation Promotion $3,787.52
Investment Income $76,846.20 Education/Formation $51,297.08
Patrimony $12,234.42 Utilities $83,758.36
Retreat House Fees $3,260.00 Chaplain $23,502.77
Miscellaneous Income $1,193.38 Employee Payroll $31,414.69
Bequests - Maintenance $58,795.24
Other Operating $7,801.72
Expenses
ToTAL INCOME $1,998,137.67 | Capital Expenditures
Motherhouse Roofing & $193,195.50
Windows
Retreat House Windows $48.473.89
& Siding
Evangelization and $46,024.60 Road Repair $23,249.90
Newsletter Transfer to ProyectoSan $582,249.00
Jose Fund (Mexico)
Local Houses $90,294.28 | Transfer to Medical Fund $32,411.00
Retreat/Guest House $21,879.05 | Transfer Retirement Fund $56,016.00
Administration $19,320.87 | Transfer Endowment Fund $9,949.00
Mission Advancement $42 558.73 | Transfer Memorial Fund $4,331.00
Tithe $15,200.00 lT:[Janrzjsfer to Operating $232,725.44
ToTAL EXPENSES $1,998,137.67
MAIN OFFICE
ASSISTANT

Sr. Grace Maria
(806) 340-5087
dljcsisters@gmail.com
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1828 Mustang St.

Amarillo, Texas 79102-1717
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EXPANDING Monetary Gifts gmeeus:
OUR MISSION * Checks or cash t-r
to make disciples of * Paypal

ALL THE NATIONS | °Online (using
a credit card)

e Automatic Bank Draft

Over the years, many young women

from Mexico have heard the Lord’s Stock Donations
call through our community. Now, we Maximize tax benefits, avoid
have seven Sisters from Mexico and capital gains tax for yourself,
more young women waiting to join and optimize your gift
us! But our current space is small. To value. Call or email for more
grow and form these new vocations, information.
wedneﬁdl? larger convent with a chapel Will/Estate Planning
and a hall.

Perpetuate your support
beyond this life, while receiving
: significant estate tax
: 2 savings. (Let us know

Vo T ; when you do this, to thank
2 you and enroll you in

" "Primera Piedra" (Foundation Stone) % .
Proyecto San José Groundbreaking ¢ a spec1al monthly MaSS)

=-_I' - LA AR

Honor a Loved One
Living or deceased.
Their name and yours
will be permanently
recorded for

offering prayers.
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