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My heart is filled with joy as we celebrate the great feast
of Easter, even amid the many challenges our world faces
today. Easter stands at the heart of our Christian faith
and is often called the “Feast of Feasts” As we journey
through what can feel like the “bitter valley” of conflicts
and war, persecution, violence, economic uncertainty, and
deep political and religious divisions, we are reminded that we
are not without hope. The Risen Lord assures us: “I am the first and the
last... I have the keys of Death and Hades” When we hold these words in
our hearts, the joy and peace of Easter can take root within us.

"Christ is risen; he has overcome sin and death. ... Now, risen with
him, we have the power to live in freedom and peace and hope.

This is the heart of the gospel message, and it’s a message that we will
be celebrating throughout these fifty days of the Easter season." (The God
Who Remembers, pp. 4-7)

As we rejoice in the light of Easter, we also remember that the path to
the Resurrection passed through the season of Lent. Our Lenten journey
prepares our hearts to receive the gift of new life. The Church beautifully
~ expresses this mystery in the ancient words O Felix Culpa—“O happy
+ fault”—from the Exsultet sung at the Easter Vigil. These words remind us
that even the brokenness of sin became the occasion for the immense gift
of redemption through Jesus Christ (Lent: An Invitation to Return to the
Garden, pp. 8-11).

So let us rejoice, dear friends, and take heart in the promise of the
Risen Lord. “Do not be afraid,” for Christ lives forever and ever, and His
victory is our hope. May the joy and peace of the Risen Christ fill your
hearts throughout this blessed Easter season. Easter Blessings!

Sister Catherine Flores, 0.L9C
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From the Desk of
Mother Stella Maris Hamann, DLJC

Superior General

Dear Friends in Christ,

How has your Lenten journey been? The Lord continually calls us to
walk with him, not just in the deserts of life but daily. As Disciples of the
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord calls us to take up our cross and follow him.
(Matthew 16). Lent is not only about giving up something but denying
ourselves to hear and see the Lord more clearly. How have you heard and
seen the Lord this Lent? The Sisters heard and saw the Lord more clearly in
being called to evacuate Prayer Town due to fires. Leaving things behind to
seek safety provided the opportunity for us to receive the providence of God
knowing that our divine bridegroom loves us.

Praise the Lord we were able to return to Prayer Town safely and our
home untouched by the fire. That my friends is an early Easter. Through
trial, persecution and death Jesus rose from the dead. We also may have our
daily trials, persecutions and death. Do we believe that we also can rise and
have life? The rejoicing of Easter calls us to remember that Jesus did exactly
as He said, “on the third day he will rise” (Luke 18:33).

Our dear Sister Bernadette went home to her beloved bridegroom on
March 11th. Believing in the resurrection of the dead, we rejoice that she has

wnn. entered into eternal rest praising the Lord for all eternity.

—r—

Yours in Christ, AT

Mother Stella Maris, DLIC

www.dljc.org :




THE: GOD, WH0: REHEMBERS:

appy Easter! May the good

news of Jesus’ resurrection

fill all our hearts with

joy! Christ is risen; he
has overcome sin and death. He has
vanquished the devil and rescued us
from his hold. Now, risen with him,
we have the power to live in freedom
and peace and hope.

This is the heart of the gospel
message, and it's a message that we
will be celebrating throughout these
fifty days of the Easter season. It’s the
message we'll be reminded of when
the priest lights the Easter candle at
Mass each Sunday. It's the message
that shines through the white and gold
vestments that he wears and in the
constant choruses of “Alleluia” that we
will sing.

But as glorious and hope filled as
this message is, it can be easy for us to
lose sight of it from one Sunday to the
next. The Church may devote seven
weeks to celebrating Easter, but our
everyday world devotes only a couple
of days to the feast. Life continues to
churn on as if nothing important has
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happened, and we can churn along
with it.

Let’s make this Easter different.
Lets make it a time to experience
Jesus’ resurrection in a new way. And
to help with that, we want to focus
on the blessings that come when
we “remember Jesus Christ raised
from the dead” (2 Timothy 2:8). Our
memories are very powerful, and as
we devote ourselves to remembering
the Lord, we'll find ourselves drawing
closer to him and feeling his love more
deeply.

Let’s begin by first taking a look
at the way God remembers us.

“He Remembered”

A number of places in the
Scripture talk about God remembering
his people, and they usually focus on
the covenant he has made with them.
After the Great Flood, God promised
Noah that his rainbow would be a
constant reminder of his covenant
(Genesis 9:15-16). Speaking through
Moses, he told the Israelites that even
if their sin led them to exile, he would

still remember the promises he
had made to them when they
had entered into a covenant
relationship with him on Mt. Sinai
(Leviticus 26:44-45). And through
the prophet Ezekiel, he promised
his people, who were suffering in
exile, that he would remember this
covenant and rescue them (16:60).

The ultimate proof of how
long and deep God’s memory is
comes in the Gospel of Luke. Mary
has come to visit her kinswoman
Elizabeth to share the news of the
angel’s visit and her unexpected
pregnancy. Overflowing with
joy and wonder at the new life
growing within her, Mary offers
a prayer of praise to God, her
Magnificat. As she sings about the
goodness of the Lord, she proclaims
that God has “helped Israel his servant,
remembering his mercy, according to
his promise to our fathers, to Abraham
and to his descendants forever." (Luke
1:54-55).

Remember Me

Isn’t that marvelous? God has
never forgotten his mercy! Centuries
after he had promised to bless all
nations through Abraham, he sent
his Son into the world. The long
years of waiting had come to an end,
and Jesus—the very embodiment of
God’s desire to remember us—came
and brought us into a new covenant
through his cross. In every word that
he spoke and every miracle that he
performed, Jesus showed us that God
never forgets his people, he never
forgets his promise, and he never
forgets his mercy.

But God doesn't just remember
his covenant. He remembers each
one of us, just a as a father always
keeps his children close to his heart.
Remembering his friend Abraham,
God agreed to rescue Abraham’s
nephew, Lot, from the destruction
of Sodom (Genesis 19:29). God
remembered Hannal’s plea for a child
and gave her a son who would become
one of Israel's greatest leaders, the
prophet Samuel (1 Samuel 1:19). He
remembered Noah and his family and
rescued them from the flood (Genesis
8:1).

Each of these people, as well as
SO many more, can reassure us that
God will remember us as well. No
one escapes his attention. He excludes
none of us from his care.

Our Selective Memory

By contrast, think of the ways we
forget God. We have trouble following
his commands, often because they are
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not in the forefront of our minds. We
let a lie slip out. We take God’s name
in vain. We may not kill, but we hold
grudges and secretly wish that certain
people were not in our lives.

Its not just the formal
commandments we forget, either.
Every time we walk past a homeless
person or disregard a family member
who is struggling, we are forgetting
that Jesus is especially present in the
poor and the suffering. And then
there are the days when we are too
busy to pray—we forget that Jesus is
waiting to shower us with his grace
and guidance. Yes, we are the forgetful
ones, not God!

Its funny how selective our
memory can be. We may forget God’s
commandments when it comes to
what we want to do, but we are quick
to remember how other people have
broken his commands—especially
when it affects us. We may forget to be
merciful to people, but we remember
the people who have been unkind
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to us. Most of the time, this isnt
intentional. It just seems to be the way
our minds work. We have to take the
time and effort to remember what
God asks of us—and actually do it!

A clear example of this selective
memory is Jesus parable of the
unmerciful servant (Matthew 18:21-
35). The servant had no problem
remembering that his master was
merciful and kind, and so he begged
for more time to repay his enormous
debt. But not one hour after having
his entire debt wiped away, the same
servant forgot his master’s mercy
and instead remembered how much
his fellow servant owed him—a very
small amount.

God’s Selective Memory

Now contrast this with God,
While we remember the negative
things and lose sight of the positive
ones, his “memory” seems to work in
the exact opposite way. He forgets the
negative and remembers the positive.
He forgets our sins but
holds fast to our acts of
obedience. The psalmist
rejoices that God throws
our transgressions “as far
as the east is from the west”
(Psalm 103:12). Through
the prophet Isaiah, God
promises, “Your  sins
I remember no more”
(43:25). When we come
to the Lord in Confession,
he is quick to forgive us
and wipe away our sins.
Instead of dwelling on
our failings, he heals our
wounds and sends us back

into the world to be his witnesses.

At the same time, God treasures
every act of generosity we preform,
every sacrifice we make, and every
kind word we speak. He blesses us
when we give up our time for someone
else, especially someone who is lonely
or struggling. Scripture tells us that
“God is not unjust,” he will not forget
“your work and the love you have
demonstrated for his name by having
served and continuing to serve” his
people (Hebrews 6:10).

Here is another story from the
bible that demonstrates just how
far God’s memory extends. The
Book of Acts tells us about a pagan
soldier named Cornelius. According
to the story, an angel appeared to
Cornelius and told him “Your prayer
has been heard and your almsgiving
remembered before God” (Acts 10:31).
Of all the things, both good and bad,
that God could have remembered
about this Roman centurion, he
focused on his prayerfulness and
acts of kindness. And he blessed him
immensely for it by sending Peter to
him with the good news of the Gospel.
Because of God’s “selective memory;’
Cornelius went down in history as the
first Gentile convert.

Remembering Equals Action

So many of the stories in
the Bible show us that when God
remembers, he also acts. Whether
it’s a single person like Hannah or an
entire people like the Jews in Egypt,
God’s memory leads him to action.
Whether he is remembering his
covenant or a person’s deep need or
someone’s humility and faithfulness,
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God responds by doing something.
He rescues. He redeems. He comforts.
He pours out grace.

Our God is always at work,
remembering our deeds and our
prayers and offering us blessings in
return. He is always at work, focusing
on the good in us and encouraging us
to do the same. He knows that if we
remember the good about each other,
well treat each other with the same
compassion and mercy he has for us.

Every Easter, we read about the
risen Jesus appearing to his disciples
and telling them, “Behold, I am with
you always, until the end of the age"
(Matthew 28:20). Such a beautiful
promise proves that our God will never
forget us. He will never stop thinking
about us. We are too important for
him to forget us or abandon us to our
own fears and temptations. And if
Jesus is always with us, if he is always
remembering us, he is always offering
us his blessing and peace. May we
never forget him! May we always
remember that he is with us!

Reprinted from The Word Among Us
Easter 2016 Isssue
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by Sister Francesca Ramsaroop, DL]C
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ery often we find ourselves

in the midst of the Lenten

season trying to do as much
as we can for God, attempting to
make amends for the ways we have
failed through the many methods of
penance given to us. Whilst these are
given to us by Holy Mother Church
as very viable means to reconciliation
with God, it must be understood that
our need for reconciliation with God
stems from the very depths of our
being. So we must journey through
lent, not as a task to be accomplished
by our tangible exterior movements,
but interiorly. We must intrinsically
seek the communion that was once
had by our first parents in the Garden
of Eden. But how? This may very
easily seem impossible. The reality is
this: God still desires that communion
with us today. The desire which God
had in the beginning was not tainted
by the fall of our first parents. So how
then, do we return to the garden?
The answer to this question is both
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simple and complex: We return to our
identity of goodness. All else flows
from our belief in the reality of this
identity.

“And God saw everything that
he had made, and behold, it was very
good” (Genesis 1:31). How simple
life would be if we all believed that
this scripture rings true today! Our
world today seems to conceive of the
notion that we are what we do. That
our being good, our worth, flows in
direct proportion to our abilities and
our actions, our doings as it were. This
culture of ‘doing equals being’ leads to
a deficit in the one thing that makes
us truly alive, truly human. That one
thing: Love. Love is what sustained
Adam and Eve in the Garden. The
loving encounter of a God who
would come daily in the cool of the
afternoon to walk with them. This
solidified and affirmed the identity
entrusted to Adam. Entrusted - not
just given. Our identity ought to be
something we care for, we tend to,

we guard. To understand the truth of
our goodness, it is inevitable to face
the reality of our weakness. This is, I
think, what makes the reality of our
goodness that much more spectacular.
When we see ourselves truly as we
are: poor, fallen, weak and we begin
to truly believe that regardless of
our concupiscent nature, that we are
still intrinsically good, a redirection
occurs. A redirection from the belief
that our goodness comes from what
we can do, to an understanding that
God himself is the very source and
sustenance of our goodness. This
realization is not only an affirmation
of our own identity but the identity of
God. The identity which was doubted
in the garden by Adam and Eve but
one which stands unchanging from
generation to generation. God who is
goodness itself, in his eternal love for
us, bestows from the superabundance
of His very own goodness to make us,
even in the midst of our frailty, good.
Love begets love my dear
friends. As He has so loved us and
poured Himself out for us, so we
come to know this love, this mercy
as the deep indwelling source of
our goodness. This experience of
mercy gives birth to a love in our
hearts that we ourselves are not
capable of by any action on our
own. A love that understands that
on our own we could not merit
goodness, but a love that births
in the deepest parts of our heart
and soul a longing for perpetual
union with God, the One who
“first loved us” (1 John 4:19). A
love which knows the certainty of
an intimate God who chooses us,

calls us and never stops bestowing His
abundant goodness upon us. In every
moment of our lives, this intimate
God, who Himself invites us back to
intimacy of the garden, never stops
pursuing us. “Where are you?”, God
said to Adam (Genesis 3:9), just as He
beckons us in the midst of the Lenten
season. Where are you? Not simply
physically, but where are you in your
belief that He is near, that He desires
a deepening relationship with you?
Where are you in your belief that your
goodness is intrinsic to your person
because God himself is its source?
We see the father’s love and desire for
relationship, regardless of the cost, so
clearly in the Parable of the Prodigal
Son. The father gives the inheritance
without it ever being earned. The
lesson takes an even more interesting
turn when we examine the return of
the younger son, who himself could
do nothing to have earned a reception
as loving and celebratory as was given
to him by the father. Now, enter the
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older brother. His fury is unmatched
because ‘how dare his father celebrate
that son who did nothing to earn what
he demanded of the father. Meanwhile,
he slaved away after the father night
and day, right? Not quite. In the
economy of salvation, we see that our
return to the father is less about our
ability to do and more about our ability
to be. The older son is persuaded that
by his own performance and so merit,
he ought to have been celebrated...
because ‘he deserved it. He did in fact
deserve to be celebrated, but only in
so far as the father’s delight was upon
him. The father delighted not simply in
his work, his doings, but in him being
his father’s son. And so the father
comes out again; just as he did for his
younger son. He comes out to him and
says, I imagine with great gentleness
and love, “Son you are always with me

10 o Praise Him! March/April 2026

and everything I have is yours” (Luke
15:31). Notice the father does not say,
“Son, you have done everything well so
you have earned all that I have...”. This
illustrates so beautifully the Father’s
heart. In the midst of our Lenten
pilgrimage, we may find ourselves still
trying to do as much as we can. Dear
friends, we simply need to be with
Him. Just as in the garden. Walking
with Him. Talking with Him. Sharing
the intimacies of each moment with
Him.

The anticipation of our Easter
celebration even in the midst of our
pilgrimage back to the garden brings
us to this reality: O Felix Culpa, O
Happy fault. The phrase rings out in
churches universally. A Latin phrase
from the Exsultet sung at the Easter
Vigil, referring to Adam's sin as
necessary because it resulted in the
immense gift of redemption
through Jesus Christ. The
. promise this simple phrase
holds: “The latter splendor of
this house shall be greater than
the former, says the LORD of
hosts” (Haggai 2:9). Lent is
a time to make pilgrimage
back to the garden, where
the relationship we have with
God is far greater than that
which was in the beginning.
A relationship that itself has
been experienced in ways far
- surpassing the fathomable.
A relationship flowing from
the eternal love of the father
who sent his only Son to save
us and reconcile us to his
friendship. A love that not
only gave Himself once for

achievement of intimacy with man,
but who gives Himself day after day in
the Most Blessed Eucharist. A love, not
even imagined by Adam, that would
allow mankind to partake of His own
Flesh and Blood and so to transform
our weakness into His strength,
our frailty into His vehemence, our
fallenness into His goodness. Our
journey back to the garden is not
simply about a return to the goodness
entrusted to us at the beginning, but
it is an accentuation, a glorification
of this goodness, which even here
and now touches the beauty of the
beatific vision in eternity. So Lent is
a time to begin again, a time to return
to the garden where all was lost. Not
only regain the relationship of the
beginning, but attain a far greater
intimacy won by Christ on the cross.
He paid it all, not because we earned

so great a benefit, but simply because
this intimacy with us has always been
His desire. This time of waiting and
preparing is a chance at a fresh start, a
new beginning. It is a chance to again
breathe the life-giving air of Eden, an
air that is not stagnant or insentient,
but which changes us into Christ’s
own image by our simply being there.
This is the goal of Lent. Through
the external actions we perform,
through the prayer, the fasting, and
the alms-giving, through the penance
and deepening contrition, we arrive
at Eden, emptied of ourselves, our
own pride and self-sufficency, to be
filled anew at the dawn of the Easter
Celebration with the freshness of a
deepened intimacy with the God who
never stopped pursuing this intimacy
with us!

OBITUARY

proclaimed.

living presence of Christ.

served so faithfully.

Sister Bernadette Beamsley, DLJC, born Nancy Ann
Beamsley, entered into eternal life on March 11, 2026, at
the age of 69, accompanied by the prayers and love of
her Sisters of the Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. After
more than forty years of religious life, she now rejoices
in the presence of the Lord whose name she faithfully

Those who knew Sister Bernadette
remember her joyful faith, her bold love for the Gospel,
and her readiness to encourage others to encounter the

We thank God for the gift of Sister Bernadette’s life
and vocation, and we rejoice in the promise that she now
shares fully in the joy of the Lord whom she loved and
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Pre- Conﬁrmahon Retreat, Dumas TX

Yita Censeeraid (Religiops Life}iDoy Sr. Christine Marie, Mother Stella Maris & Sr. Anastasia

Diocesan Pastoral Center, Amarillo TX

Pre-Confirmation Retreat, Pampa TX

Pre-Conf‘rmahon Retreat, Oklahoma City Sisters Grace Maria, Marie Fidelis & Petra Rose

Sisters Raphaélle Marie, Michael Marie & Francesca

Pre-Confirmation Retreat, Prayer Town TX
Sisters Paula Marie, Grace Maria, Eva Mcrle & Anastasia
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Day of Renewal, Prayer Town TX Parish Mission, idlnd X

Sisters Anna Sophia, Angela, Thérése, Paula Marie & Magdalena : 5 RO BT - stellal Maris SlSister Mafana
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L Proyecto San Jos¢ | Ongoing Support

Happy Easter! He is risen!

DIRECTOR
Sr. Marie Fidelis
(806) 421-5931

dljcsisters @ gmail.com

As I step into my new role as Director of Mission Advancement,
my heart is filled with gratitude. I want to thank Sr. Juana Teresa, Sr.
Magdalena, and Sr. Raphaelle Marie for their years of loving service
in the Mission Advancement Department. Their dedication to our
Community—and to each of you—has been a witness of generosity and
trust in God’s providence.

As I begin this new role, I am mindful that this mission belongs
to all of us. Our Community has always lived by faith in the Lord’s
provision, and you are part of our story. Your prayers, encouragement,
and generosity remind us daily that we are not alone in this mission to
draw all people to Jesus Christ

Below you will find our projected expenses for 2026. We share
them in a spirit of transparency and trust, confident that the Lord who
calls us will continue to provide.

I look forward to building relationships with each of you- and am
personally keeping you in my prayers.

With gratitude and Easter hope,
Sister Marie Fidelis, DLJC

EXPANDING Monetary Gifts

OUR MISSION

to make disciples of
ALL THE NATIONS

Over the years, many young women
from Mexico have heard the Lord’s

call through our community. Now, we

have seven Sisters from Mexico and
more young women waiting to join

us! But our current space is small. To

grow and form these new vocations,

we need a larger convent with a chapel

* Checks or cash

* Paypal

* Online (using
a credit card)

* Automatic Bank Draft

Stock Donations
Maximize tax benefits, avoid
capital gains tax for yourself,

and optimize your gift
value. Call or email for more
information.

Will/Estate Planning

and a hall. P
q > erpetuate your support
2026 Projected BSpeEmneeEs - b rpe Y PP
eyond this life, while receiving
Administration 10,000.00 | Social Security 32,000.00 significant estate tax
Payments .
— — savings. (Let us know
Treasurer's Office 3,500.00 | Immigration 8,000.00 when you do '[hiS, to thank
ASSISTANT Sacristy and 26,200.00 | Vehicles 53,850.00 ou and enroll vou in
Sr. Grace Maria Chaplain i 1 hl 3II\/[
.(8.06) 340_50.87 Music 3,420.00 | Formation 10,600.00 a specia — y aSS)
dljcsisters @ gmail.com
Divine Office 100.00 | Local Houses 56,000.00 Homnor a Loved One
Office Supplies 3,000.00 | Ministry 13,000.00 g & _ Living or deceased.
Library 2,206.00 | Maintenance 57,110.00 O S o s S Their name and yours
Mail 1,200.00 | Tares 450.00 Sisters with the building company on site. will be permanently
Computers and 6,500.00 | Bank Charges 3,200.00 Bad(ground: T°‘f"“ o.f ngu?ras’ N.L., near the r_ecorded for
Technology Picacho Mountains, in Mexico. offering prayers.
Travel 28,900.00 | Newsletter 34,475.00
Vocations 8,300.00 | Mission 59,109.00
Advancement
Retreat/Guest House 20,000.00 | Education 69,750.00
Main Office Utilities 74,500.00 | Tithes 15,000.00
1828 Mustang St. Kitchen 43,000.00 | Payroll Expenses 40,400.00
Amarillo, Texas "
79102-1717 Temporalities 13,250.00 | SUBTOTAL 802,710.00
www.dljc.org Medical 89,300.00 | Extraordinary 140,702.00
Expenses
Sewing 1,500.00 [ TOTAL 943,412.00
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