l Disciples of the Lord  Jesws Shpist Fiblication
F_H 'I‘\Volume LIl No. 1

.";;ﬂ January/February 2026
.:‘1.' .

A

111111

%.M-arlglMi @tb\zr’.of'ﬁi@dlb gIP'@BIQIﬁrianeis.

Sﬁ"ﬁraeg ofythe,BaplismingdtheSpinilbyBishon)ezGnzech




“The Lord has dene great things for them.”
Uhe Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.

Psablim 126:3

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our families and friends
for your prayers for our 2026 General Chapter. “The Lord
has done great things for us; we are glad [indeed].” We
give thanks to God for the new leaders entrusted with
guiding the DLJC Community over the next six years.
Like the Blessed Virgin Mary, they have offered their
fiat—their loving “yes”—placing themselves in the
hands of the Lord, open to the wisdom and guidance of
the Holy Spirit and to the maternal intercession of Mary.
Mary, the Mother of God, continues to be a source of
inspiration for us, especially for those in consecrated life. As Scripture
tells us, “Mary treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart”
" (Lk2:19). Luke presents Mary as one who receives and safeguards God’s
_i ~action within her, attentively listening to the heartbeat of her Son.
& ?’ # Through this deep interior listening, she learned to recognize God’s
. ¢ presence and movement in the unfolding of salvation history. (Mary
.= Mother of God, pp. 4-6)
o In this same spirit, we reflect on the prayer for Baptism in the Holy
Spirit—its meaning, its nature, and its authentic fruits in the life of the
%" Dbeliever. At its heart, this prayer invites a fresh anointing of the Holy
Spirit, enabling us to experience more fully the life of God within us and
o= to deepen our personal and intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. (Grace
. of the Baptism of the Spirit, pp. 7-10)
. _.: As we look back on 2025, our hearts are filled with gratitude for the
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many blessings we have received. As we look ahead, we do so with hope
and trust, confident that the Lord continues to guide us, opening new
paths and unfolding His loving plan for our Community. With grateful
hearts, we entrust the year ahead to Him, awaiting all that He desires to
accomplish.

"/)f’l/zls‘/u'ng, Z/(M a Blessed New fy()[u*.’
Sister Catherine Floves 0L9C
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From the Desk of
Mother Stella Maris Hamann, DL]C

Superior General

Hello Friends,

May the Lord’s blessings be upon you. Happy New Year! 2026 came
in with the mighty power of God. We began with days of prayer and
fasting for our 6th General Chapter, which takes place every 6 years. The
General Chapter is a time for the final professed sisters to listen to the
Holy Spirit as He guides us in living out the charism that God has given
us. The General Chapter is also a time when we elect a new government
for the Community. On January 10th, the sisters elected me, Mother
Stella Maris, as the new Superior General. Sister Juana Teresa was elected
Vicar General, Sister Damiana was elected 2nd Councilor, Sister Michael
Marie was elected 3rd Councilor, and Sister Mary Thomas was elected
4th Councilor. Praise be to God for His guidance, providence, and
faithfulness to us.

Our Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV, has declared 2026 the year of Saint
Francis to commemorate the 800th anniversary of the saint’s death. As
Franciscans, we rejoice in the remembrance of the life and death of Saint
Francis. May he continue to inspire us to live in simplicity, prayer and
faith in action.

In Christ’s merciful love,

Mother Stella Maris, DLJC

www.dljc.org ¢ 3



CC Mary treasured all these things
and pondered them in her heart”
(Lk 2:19). In these words, Luke
describes the attitude with which Mary
took in all that they had experienced

in those days. Far from trying to
understand or master the situation,
Mary is the woman who can treasure,
that is to say, protect and guard in her
heart, the passage of God in the life
of his people. Deep within, she had
learned to listen to the heartbeat of
her Son, and that in turn taught her,
throughout her life, to discover God’s
heartbeat in history. She learned how
to be a mother, and in that learning
process she gave Jesus the beautiful
experience of knowing what it is to be
a Son. In Mary, the eternal Word not
only became flesh, but also learned
to recognize the maternal tenderness
of God. With Mary, the God-Child
learned to listen to the yearnings, the
troubles, the joys and the hopes of the
people of the promise. With Mary,
he discovered himself a Son of God’s
faithful people.

In the Gospels, Mary appears as
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a woman of few words, with no great
speeches or deeds, but with an attentive
gaze capable of guarding the life and
mission of her Son, and for this reason,
of everything that he loves. She was
able to watch over the beginnings of
the first Christian community, and in
this way she learned to be the mother
of a multitude. She drew near to the
most diverse situations in order to sow
hope. She accompanied the crosses
borne in the silence of her children’s
hearts. How many devotions, shrines
and chapels in the most far-off places,
how many pictures in our homes,
remind us of this great truth. Mary
gave us a mother’s warmth, the warmth
that shelters us amid troubles, the
maternal warmth that keeps anything
or anyone from extinguishing in the
heart of the Church the revolution
of tenderness inaugurated by her
Son. Where there is a mother, there
is tenderness. By her motherhood,
Mary shows us that humility and
tenderness are not virtues of the weak
but of the strong. She teaches us that
we do not have to mistreat others in

order to feel important (cf. Evangelii
Gaudium, 288). God’s holy people
has always acknowledged and hailed
her as the Holy Mother of God.

To celebrate Mary as Mother of
God and our mother at the beginning
of the new year means recalling a
certainty that will accompany our
days: we are a people with a Mother;
we are not orphans.

Mothers are the strongest
antidote to our individualistic and
egotistic tendencies, to our lack
of openness and our indifference.
A society without

children will perish. Where there
is a mother, there is unity, there is
belonging, belonging as children.

To begin the year by recalling
God’s goodness in the maternal
face of Mary, in the maternal face
of the Church, in the faces of our
own mothers, protects us from the
corrosive disease of being “spiritual
orphans” It is the sense of being
orphaned that the soul experiences
when it feels motherless and lacking
the tenderness of God, when the sense
of belonging to a family, a people,

a land, to our God,

mothers would
not only be a
cold society, but
a society that has
lost its heart, lost
the “feel of home”

A society without InterChcmﬁ
mothers would be of merc
a merciless society, information

one that has room
only for calculation
and  speculation.
Because mothers,

e6To celebrate the sense  of
feast of the Holy

Mother of God reminds
us that we are not

We are children, we are
family, we are God's
People.

grows dim.  This
being
orphaned lodges in
a narcissistic heart
capable of looking
only to itself and

eab!e Items its own interests. It
andise or grows when what
rocessors. |we forget that life

is a gift we have
received — and owe
to others - a gift we
are called to share in

even at the worst

times, are capable of testifying to
tenderness,  unconditional  self-
sacrifice and the strength of hope.
I have learned much from those
mothers whose children are in
prison, or lying in hospital beds, or
in bondage to drugs, yet, come cold
or heat, rain or draught, never stop
fighting for what is best for them. Or
those mothers who in refugee camps,
or even the midst of war, unfailingly
embrace and support their children’s
sufferings.  Mothers who literally
give their lives so that none of their

this common home.

It was such a self-centred
orphanhood that led Cain to ask: “Am
I my brother’s keeper?” (Gen 4:9).
It was as if to say: he doesn’t belong
to me; I do not recognize him. This
attitude of spiritual orphanhood is a
cancer that silently eats away at and
debases the soul. We become all the
more debased, inasmuch as nobody
belongs to us and we belong to no one.
I debase the earth because it does not
belong to me; I debase others because
they do not belong to me; I debase
God because I do not belong to him,

www.dljc.org ¢ 5



and in the end we debase our very
selves, since we forget who we are and
the divine “family name” we bear. The
loss of the ties that bind us, so typical
of our fragmented and divided culture,
increases this sense of orphanhood
and, as a result, of great emptiness and
loneliness. The lack of physical (and
not virtual) contact is cauterizing our
hearts (cf. Laudato Si, 49) and
making us lose the capacity
for  tenderness and
wonder, for pity and
compassion. Spiritual
orphanhood makes
us forget what it
meanstobechildren, -~ o
grandchildren,
parents,
grandparents,
friends and believers.
It makes us forget the
importance of playing,
of singing, of a smile, of
rest, of gratitude.
Celebrating the feast of
the Holy Mother of God makes us
smile once more as we realize that
we are a people, that we belong, that
only within a community, within a
family, can we as persons find the
“climate”, the “warmth” that enables us
to grow in humanity, and not merely
as objects meant to “consume and
be consumed”. To celebrate the feast
of the Holy Mother of God reminds
us that we are not interchangeable
items of merchandise or information
processors. We are children, we are
family, we are God’s People.
Celebrating the Holy Mother of
God leads us to create and care for
common places that can give us a

2
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sense of belonging, of being rooted,
of feeling at home in our cities, in
communities that unite and support
us (cf. Laudato Si, 151).

Jesus, at the moment of his
ultimate self-sacrifice, on the cross,
sought to keep nothing for himself,
and in handing over his life, he also
handed over to us his Mother. He told
Mary: Here is your son; here are

your children. We too want

to receive her into our

{ fi homes, our families,
'-.\\ ! our communities and
% % nations. We want to

 meet her maternal
| gaze. The gaze that
. frees us from being
orphans; the gaze
that reminds us that
we are brothers and
sisters, that I belong
to you, that you belong
gl / to me, that we are of the
4 same flesh. The gaze that
~ teaches us that we have to
learn how to care for life in the same
way and with the same tenderness that
she did: by sowing hope, by sowing a
sense of belonging and of fraternity.
Celebrating the Holy Mother
of God reminds us that we have a
Mother. We are not orphans. We have
a Mother. Together let us all confess
this truth. I invite you to acclaim it
three times, standing, like the faithful
of Ephesus: Holy Mother of God, Holy
Mother of God, Holy Mother of God.

Reprinted from friarmusings

Posted on January 1, 2021
https://friarmusings.com/2021/01/01/
pope-francis-on-mary-mother-of-god-2/
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(Editor’s Note: Originally published
in the summer 2009 issue of The
Charismatic News of the Diocese

of Orlando Catholic Charismatic
Renewal,  this teaching remains
relevant today.)

any Catholics have
Mexperienced a  radical

change in their relationship
with Jesus Christ and have developed
an eagerness to deepen their
knowledge of the teachings of the
Church as a result of receiving a prayer
for a fresh anointing of the Holy Spirit.
We believe that at Baptism we receive
the powerful and life-giving presence
of the Spirit of the Resurrected Jesus
(Catechism N. 1265). However, this
initial gift of the Spirit is not static
and is meant to grow as we make
ourselves more aware and desirous of
this reality. As we become more open
and docile to the promptings of the
Holy Spirit within us, we also become
more conscious of the fruits and gifts
of the Holy Spirit (Gal 5:22-23, 1 Cor
12:4-11). These are important tools
which equip us to continue the work
and mission of Jesus. It follows then,

@racg of the Baptism of the toly

dpirit

that prayer for the “Baptism in the
Holy Spirit” and for what could be
better termed for a fresh outpouring
or anointing of the Holy Spirit, is very
important for the life of a believer in
Jesus Christ.

What is the nature of this prayer?
What are the practical and authentic
effects on the person who receives
such a prayer? Pope Benedict XVI
is of great help on this matter. The
theme for the World Youth Day 2008
was “You will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes upon you and
then you will be my witnesses” (Acts
1:8). Pope Benedict XVI gave a very
clear and enlightening teaching on
this theme during the Mass to mark
the conclusion of the World Youth
Day 2008. This took place in Sydney,
Australia on July 20th.

At one point he asked, “But
what is the power of the Holy Spirit?
It is the power of God’s life” Again,
when speaking about the Sacrament
of Confirmation during the same
homily, he asked once again, “What
does it mean to receive the ‘Seal’ of the
Holy Spirit?” It means being indelibly
marked, inalterably changed, a new

www.dljc.org « 7



creation.” These are powerful words
which point to the reality that the
fullness of the presence of the Holy
Spirit within us is experienced when
we become more and more like Jesus.
This is the essence of the prayer for
a fresh anointing of the Holy Spirit;
namely to enable us to experience the
very life of our God. The purpose is to
make us think, feel, love, understand
and act like Jesus. This is what St. Paul
had in mind when he said, “In your
minds you must be
the same as Christ
Jesus” (Phil 2:5).

This prayer
therefore helps us
to  experience a
personal and intimate
relationship with
Jesus Christ. There
is a big difference
between  knowing
about someone and
actually knowing that
particular  person.
This prayer helps us to know Jesus
Christ as a personal and intimate
friend. It helps us to experience deep
down in our hearts the stirring power
of the living God. When this occurs,
something radically changes within
us and it affects the way in which
we behave. We become stirred up,
passionate and enthusiastic knowing
that our God is so close to us and in
love with us. We become more deeply
convinced that we are truly created
and wanted by our God. In turn this
prompts us to desire to deepen our
knowledge about our faith and to
take the opportunities to proclaim the
wonders of our God.

8 « Praise Him! January/February 2026

[St. Paul was a] passionate
visionary. Nothing was going to
restrict him from talking about Jesus
Christ. “We are only earthenware jars
that hold this treasure, to make it clear
that such an overwhelming power
came from God and not from us. We
are in difficulties on all sides, but never
cornered; we see no answer to our
problems, but never despair; we have
been persecuted, but never deserted,
knocked down but never killed; always
wherever we may be,
we carry with us in
our body the death of
Jesus so that the life of
Jesus too, may always
be seen in our body”
(2 Cor 4:7-10).

Where did
St. Paul get this
conviction from?

From  where did
he develop such a
passion for Jesus? As
we all know he was
not always a follower of Jesus. (Phil
3:6). Something happened to him
when he was traveling from Jerusalem
to Damascus to arrest those who
believed in Jesus (Acts 9:1-19). What
happened? Let us listen to St. Paul as
he describes what happened to him.
“Then God, who had specially chosen
me while I was still in my mother’s
womb called me, through his grace
and chose to reveal his Son in me”
(Gal 1:15-16).

This is how St Paul became a
radically changed person. God the
Father revealed Jesus to him. He had
an intimate experience of the Risen
Jesus. He knew deep down in his

heart that Jesus Christ was alive. The
Messiah had visited him, touched him,
chose and commissioned him to be an
apostle to the Gentiles (Gal 1:16). This
is precisely the result and the grace of
being open to receive whatever God
desires to give during the prayer for
a fresh outpouring/anointing of the
Holy Spirit. It is no wonder that we
remember very clearly when, where
and what we were doing when we
received such a prayer.

It also follows quite
naturally that when
we realize who we are
in God, touched and
empowered by the power
of the Holy Spirit, we
also start to experience
the necessary courage to
do whatever is necessary
to pass on to others this
good news.

I  have  often
reflected on the courage
and total dedication of
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members are animated by a powerful
and real experience of the Holy Spirit.

Itis really amazing as I take alook
at the number of different programs
which are held during the year in
different parts of the world organized
by people who have experienced the
powerful presence of Jesus through
the prayer for a fresh anointing of
the Holy Spirit. Great programs
of evangelization, involvement in
ecumenical activities and in practical
assistance to the poor,
disable and dispirited.
There are people who
leave their homelands to
be witnesses of Jesus in
the most remote parts of
the world while othersare
happy to spend as much
time as is necessary to
teach about Jesus in our
universities, schools and
other places of learning.
So many people are so
eager to visit the sick

so many people who are
part of the charismatic
renewal. I have been
so heartened in my priestly ministry
with the selfless attitudes of our
parents and parishioners who seem to
be constantly at the service of others. I
have been so encouraged to see people
involved in prayer groups being at the
service of the whole parish community.
It is such a joy to hear the local parish
priest telling me that people who are
involved in charismatic prayer groups
are always ready to help around the
parish. I am also elated as I see the life
and the ministry of many covenant
communities all over the world whose

see and the lonely while
Galatians 5:22 / others seek to help in any

possible way those who
cannot leave their homes. There are so
many outreaches to the young people.
So much is contributed by so many
as they try to convey the message of
Jesus in a language that our people
can grasp. So much energy is happily
and readily offered to try to bring
reconciliation and a peaceful way of
living to people who have been hurt,
abused or exploited over so many
years. The list is endless because the
values and principles of Jesus are still
needed today.
When he spoke to the young

www.dljc.org « 9



people in Sydney, Australia Pope
Benedict XVI reminded them, “The
world needs this renewal. In so many
of our societies side by side with
material prosperity, a spiritual desert
is spreading: an interior emptiness, an
unnamed fear, a quiet sense of despair.
The Church also needs this renewal.
She needs your faith, your idealism
and your generosity so that she can
always be young in the Spirit. (Lumen
Gentium n.4)”. (Homily: Sydney July
20th, 2008)

The mission and the work
of Jesus cannot be achieved only
through our talents, intelligence and
natural gift. These all help! However,
this is God’s work and to continue
the work and mission of Jesus we
need the help and the power of the
Holy Spirit of God. On December
8, 1975 Pope Paul VI promulgated
the Apostolic Exhortation “Evangelii
Nuntiandi’, (On Evangelization in
the Modern World). Towards the end
of this inspiring document he wrote,
“And may the world of our time,

Cuntact
(B06) SGES3048 or d
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which is searching, sometimes with
anguish, sometimes with hope, be
enabled to receive the Good News not
from evangelizers who are dejected,
discouraged, impatient or anxious,
but from ministers of the Gospel who
are willing to risk their lives so that the
kingdom may be proclaimed and the
Church established in the midst of the
world” (Ev. Num. n.80).

This is the particular grace of
the prayer for a new outpouring/
anointing of the Spirit (Baptism in the
Spirit.) So, pray with me now:

“Lord Jesus, here I stand before
you. Pour out upon me a fresh
outpouring of your Spirit. Touch
me with your presence and with
your love. Mold my heart to
become like your heart. Empower
me with the gifts of the Holy Spirit
and make me a powerful witness
of your Resurrection. Amen.”

Reprinted from The Charismatic News
Diocese of Orlando , FL
Summer 2009 issue

Disciples of the

g@i w{ Jedris Chr wof

Sister Pavda Marie’s

Perpetual Profession ()fCW’
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Ministries in the Diocese of Auckland, New Zealand, Sister Joan
(Churches) St. Joseph, St. Mark, Sacrd Heart, St. Anne, St. Benedict
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Sister Mary Gianna, DLJC, a Columbine High School shooting survivor, joined two schoolmates and
their principal in ministering to the Church of the Annunciation community in Minneapolis. They led

talks, prayers, and visits during a month-long memorial for the victims.

| DUC Annual Community Retreat, Prayer Town TX
AN Retreat Master: Fr. Taylor Elzner

Mother Stella Maris

Sr. Juana Teresa

" Sr. Michael Marie

Sr. Mary Thomas

| i
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

DIRECTOR
Sr. Juana Teresa, DUC
(806) 679-7855 sisterjt@gmail.com

Happy and Blessed New Year to you!
Celebrating the Year of Hope 2025 was amazing.

As the Holy Father closed the Jubilee doors, I was
reminded that the doors of our hearts remain open,
filled with hope.

Your Sisters of the Disciples of the Lord Jesus
Christ have been richly blessed. In January, we
held our General Chapter, a moment of prayerful
discernment held every six years, and elected a new
Mother General, Mother Stella Maris Hamann.
Witnessing this election was a deeply peaceful and
grace-filled experience, marked by the tangible
presence of the Holy Spirit. With grateful hearts, we
also thank Sister Lucy Lukasiewicz for her faithful
service as Mother General over the past six years. Her
radiant joy remains with us.

We are also happy to announce the upcoming
groundbreaking for Proyecto San Jose, our new
mission in Mexico, scheduled for March 2026.

By God’s grace, 0.7 of the $1 million needed has
already been raised. Your continued support will
help bring this mission to completion, allowing our
Sisters to continue their life of prayer, praise, and
evangelization, and to welcome new vocations. For
more information, please visit dljc.org.

Thank you for walking with us through your
prayers and generosity. I am deeply grateful for each
of you.

In the Heart of Jesus,
&Jmtw Chugg, Brac
ASSISTANTS

Sr. Raphaélle Marie, DUC
(806) 463-9772

sisterraphaelmarie@gmail.com
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Sr. Magdalena, DUC 4
(806) 738-5866 |us

sistermagdalena@gmail.com

1828 Mustang St. Amarillo Texas 79102 www.dljc.org
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Meat
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Laundry Detergent
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Vehicles

Gift Cards:
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Proyecto San José

EXPANDING
OUR MISSION

to make disciples of
ALL THE NATIONS

Opver the years, many young
women from Mexico have heard
the Lord’s call through our
community. Now, we have seven
Sisters from Mexico and more
young women waiting to join us!
But our current space is small. To

we need a larger convent with a
chapel and a hall.

Prouea
- 5
2 ¥

.

Sisters in a Parish church in Mexico.
Background: Town of Higueras, N.L. in
Mexico, near the Picacho Mountains.

[=l More Info on
Proyecto
San Jose

grow and form these new vocations,

Ongoing Support

* Paypal

* Online (using
a credit card)

* Automatic Bank Draft

Stock Donations
Maximize tax benefits, avoid
capital gains tax for yourself,

and optimize your gift
value. Call or email for more
information.

Will/Estate Planning
Perpetuate your support
beyond this life, while receiving
significant estate tax

savings. (Let us know

when you do this, to thank

you and enroll you in

a special monthly Mass)

Homnor a Loved One
Living or deceased.
Their name and yours
will be permanently
recorded for

offering prayers.




XL OTINIVINV a31S3Nd3aY IJIAYEIS NdNLIY
LYT 'ON LINYAd 8
arvd $900-01062 SVXAL NMOL YAAVId /A~

49VISOd ‘SN
‘590 .LIIOYd-NON ¥9 XO4d Od
LSIIHD SNSA[ aIOT AHL 40 STIdIDSIA

¥

2as1] Supprewr mo s1epdn Aew 3100 ([p-mmm

<
= dhetad vl I IR $1J18 2UI[UO 10J 21ISqM INO IISTA

ch_uCOUm:U 10 NoA 031 JUdS oM muQO~u>Eu .:w._uﬁw—d..u

0] wG~£m~BE 970¢ Y2 2sn Aew NoA SUOTIBUOP 19
mwuwu:mzﬂ Qé g vorssturrad 3noyim Jutadar ou o
SuTAT9Y [A Y, paazasar syySu [y
SurroN[A]

umop 1500 1o daay of, CISTHES908 AL

. UW m.w ; % 22 % ISTIYD) snsaf p1oT oy Jo sardiosiq
/ (@522 @@\ 775 «@ iNTH 2SIVdd 9207



