https://www.vecteezy.com

PRAISTE FIR08

Volume LIl No. 6
November/December 2025 .

T

g g~

The Holy Spirit’s Role in the Incarnation by Pope John Paul Il
¥ Why Advent is Called a Little Lent by Whitney Hetzel
V The Charism of Tonues: The Glossolaly by Jarek Jeziorny



A

Tk }_.'Pr_aisrg Him! Novemﬁgr/lﬁ_-eéexlj;l;& 2035 =0

‘.'..

Fres ..,...f '};‘;.;:i 3

“The pesple whe walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those whe lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has
shined. Jsaiah 9:2
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What a hope-filled promise for a time when so much

around us feels dark. This Scripture from the prophet
Isaiah reminds us that the Great Light has already
come and will come again—Jesus, Emmanuel, God-
with-us—born anew in the manger of our hearts.

The white candle at the center of the Advent wreath,
known as the Christ Candle, is lit on Christmas Eve or
Christmas Day as a radiant sign that Christ, the Light of

the World, has entered our darkness and filled it with His
saving presence.

As we enter into the mystery of God’s saving plan, we are invited to
ponder the Holy Spirit’s role in the whole mystery of the Incarnation. “The
mystery of the Incarnation reveals God’s astonishing love, whose highest
personification is the Holy Spirit, since he is the Love of God in person,
the Person-Love . . . ” (The Holy Spirit’s Role in the Incarnation, pp. 4-6)

“Christmas, that most wonderful time of year, is always preceded
by Advent. As the first season in the liturgical year—Advent is a time of
anticipation and waiting for the birth of Christ. But many might not be
aware that the season of Advent has often been called a “Little Lent” (Why
Advent is Called a Little Lent, pp. 7-9)

“The gift of tongues is a supernatural way of communication with
God in the Holy Spirit who is a giver of this charism. The glossolaly builds
up the prayer when some people gather together in the same place to meet
with God.” (The Charism of Tongues: The Glossalaly, pp. 10-11) And in the
light of Christmas—when the Word Himself took on human flesh—this
gift becomes a humble echo of that mystery: God choosing to draw near,
to speak to us, and to dwell among us.

Sister Catherine Flores, 0.L9C

Come Great Light of the World Come!
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Mother Lucy Lukasiewicz, DL]JC

Superior General

Dear Friends in Jesus,

Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus!

As I reflect on being a Pilgrim of Hope, I feel privileged to journey
through this time with the words Maranatha on our lips. Maranatha—
Come, Lord Jesus! In the face of life's discouragements—Maranatha.

In times of joy and sorrow—Maranatha. Our beloved Pope Francis
encouraged us to focus on Jesus, who is our Hope. Jesus leads us to safe
harbors, brings us to calm waters, and saves us from our sins (Matthew
1:21).

Let us fully embrace this time of Advent preparation—the coming
of our God—keeping these words on our lips, in our hearts, and in our
thoughts: Come, Lord Jesus! Maranatha.

My friends, I pray that God’s greatest blessings be upon you during
this Advent and Christmas season. May Jesus be born again in your
heart; He is our greatest joy!

Peace and goodness,

Mother L'Mcy Lukasiewicz, DLIC




(From the General Audience of Pope
John Paul II, May 27, 1998)

from the first moment of his

existence in time, as the Nicene-
Constantinopolitan Creed recalls:
“Et incarnatus est de Spiritu Sancto
ex Maria Virgine”. The Church’ faith
in this mystery is based on the word
of God: “The Holy Spirit”, the Angel
Gabriel announces to Mary, “will come
upon you and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be called holy,
the Son of God” (Lk 1:35). And Joseph
is told: “That which is conceived in her
is of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 1:20).

The Holy  Spirit's  direct
intervention in the Incarnation brings
about the supreme grace, the “grace
of union”, in which human nature
is united to the Person of the Word.
This union is the source of every other
grace, as St Thomas explains (S. Th.
111, q. 2, 2. 10-12; q. 6, 2. 6; q. 7, a. 13).

2. For a deeper understanding of

1 Jesus is linked with the Holy Spirit
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the Holy Spirit’s role in the Incarnation
event, it is important to return to what
the word of God tells us.

St Luke says that the Holy Spirit
will come upon Mary and overshadow
her as power from on high. From the
Old Testament, we know that every
time God decides to bring forth life,
he acts through the “power” of his
creative breath: “By the word of the
Lord the heavens were made, and all
their host by the breath of his mouth”
(Ps 33 [32]:6). This is true for every
living being, to the point that if God
“should take back his spirit to himself,
and gather to himself his breath, all
flesh [that is, every human being]
would perish together, and man would
return to dust” (Jb 34:14-15). God has
his Spirit intervene especially at the
moments when Israel feels powerless
to raise itself by its own strength alone.
The prophet Ezekiel suggests this in his
dramatic vision of the immense valley
filled with skeletons: “The breath came
into them, and they lived, and stood
upon their feet” (Ez 37:10).

The virginal conception of Jesus
is “the greatest work accomplished
by the Holy Spirit in the history of
creation and salvation” (Dominum
et Vivificantem, n. 50). In this event
of grace, a virgin is made fruitful;
a woman, redeemed since her
conception, conceives the Redeemer.
Thus a new creation is prepared, and
the new and everlasting Covenant
initiated: a man who is the Son of
God begins to live. Never before this
event had it been said that the Holy
Spirit descended
directly upon a
woman to make her

Yhe S l()[y Spirit’s

the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Spirit
entered her together with the Word;
in the Spirit the Word formed a body
for himself and adapted it to himself,
desiring to unite all creation through
himself and lead it to the Father” (Ad
Serap. 1, 31). These assertions are
repeated by St Thomas: “The Only-
begotten Son of God, wanting us to be
partakers of his divinity, assumed our
human nature so that, having become
man, he might make men gods”
(Opusc. 57 in festo Corp. Christi,
1), that is, partakers
through grace of the
divine nature.

a mother. Whenever /i § - The mystery
miraculous  births Qe li’ wervenlion of the Incarnation
occurred in Israel’s in the '/ ncarnation reveals God’s
history, wherever they 5/’1'/1(/8 aboul the astonishing love,
are mentioned, the supreme grace. e whose highest
divine intervention personification is the

is related to the
newborn child, not
the mother.

3. If we ask
ourselves what the
Holy Spirit’s purpose
was in bringing about the Incarnation
event, the word of God gives us a
succinct reply in the Second Letter of
Peter, telling us that it happened so
that we might become “partakers of
the divine nature” (2 Pt 1:4). “In fact”,
St Irenaeus of Lyons explains, “this
is the reason why the Word became
flesh and the Son of God became the
Son of Man: so that man, by entering
into communion with the Word and
thus receiving divine shonship, might
become a son of God” (Adv. Haer. III,
19, 1). St Athanasius adopts the same
line: “When the Word came upon

“qrace of wion’’ in
which human nature
isuniled to the Person

of the Word'

Holy Spirit, since he
is the Love of God in
person, the Person-
Love: “In this the love
of God was made
manifest among us,
that God sent his only Son into the
world, so that we might live through
him” (1 Jn 4:9). The glory of God is
revealed in the Incarnation more than
in any other work.

Quite rightly we sing in the
Gloria in excelsis: “We praise you, we
bless you ... we give you thanks for
your great glory” These statements
can be applied in a special way to the
action of the Holy Spirit who, in the
First Letter of Peter, is called “the spirit
of glory” (1 Pt 4:14). This is a glory
which is pure gratuitousness: it does
not consist of taking or receiving, but
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only of giving. In giving us his Spirit,
who is the source of life, the Father
manifests his glory, making it visible
in our lives. In this regard St Irenaeus
says that “the glory of God is the living
man” (Adv. Haer. IV, 20, 7).

4. If now we try to look more
closely at what the Incarnation event
reveals to us of the mystery of the
Spirit, we can say that this event shows
us primarily that he is the gracious
power of God who brings forth life.

The power that “overshadows”
Mary recalls the cloud of the Lord
which covered the tent in the desert
(cf. Ex 40:34) or filled the temple (cf.
1 Kgs 8:10). Thus it is the friendly
presence, the saving closeness of God
who comes to make a covenant of
love with his children. It is power in
the service of love, which is exercised
under the sign of humility: not only
does it inspire the humility of Mary,
the handmaid of the Lord, but is
almost hidden behind her, to the point
that no one in Nazareth can foresee
that what “is conceived in her is of
the Holy Spirit” (Mt 1:20). St Ignatius
of Antioch marvellously describes
this paradoxical mystery: “Mary’s
virginity and her birth were hidden
from the prince of this world, as was
the death of the Lord. These are the
three resounding mysteries that were
accomplished in the quiet stillness of
God” (Ad Eph., 19, 1).

5. The mystery of the Incarnation,

seen from the perspective of the Holy
Spirit who brought it about, also sheds
light on the mystery of man.

If in fact the Spirit works in a
unique way in the mystery of the
Incarnation, he is also present at the
origin of every human being. Our
being is a “received being’, a reality
thought of, loved and given. Evolution
does not suffice to explain the origin of
the human race, just as the biological
causality of the parents alone cannot
explain a baby’s birth. Even in the
transcendence of his action, God is
ever respectful of “secondary causes”
and creates the spiritual soul of a
new human being by communicating
the breath of life to him (cf. Gn 2:7)
through his Spirit who is “the giver of
life”. Thus every child should be seen
and accepted as a gift of the Holy Spirit.

The chastity of celibates and
virgins is a unique reflection of that
love “poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit” (Rom 5:5). The Spirit,
who gave the Virgin Mary a share in
the divine fruitfulness, also ensures
that those who have chosen virginity
for the kingdom of heaven will have
numerous descendants in the spiritual
family formed of all those who “were
born, not of blood nor of the will of
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of
God” (Jn 1:13).

Reprinted from The Holy See
John Paul I Audiences 1998
The Dicastery for Communication
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teep yourselves in the meaning
Sof these Advent days. And

above all, pay heed to him who
is approaching; think whence he
comes and whither it is he advances;
consider his purpose in coming,
the ripeness of the times, the route
he may choose for his approach...
The Universal Church would not
celebrate this Advent time with
such solemnity of devotion did it
not contain within it some great
mystery. (St. Bernard of Clairvaux)

Christmas, that most wonderful
time of year, is always preceded by
Advent. As the first season in the
liturgical year, most of us know that
Advent is a time of anticipation and
waiting for the birth of Christ. But
many might not be aware that the
season of Advent has often been called
a “Little Lent” Why is this so? It is not
difficult to see the beauty of the the
birth of Christ in the sweet manger
scene, where the Infant is wrapped in
swaddling clothes and adored by Mary
and Joseph. Yet, in truth, we are not
naive witnesses to this scene. We all
know that there is a scene to come—
one that involves the Way of the Cross
and the Crucifixion. This reality is

very close to the reality of Christmas.

Indeed, it is what makes the original

nativity scene so poignant.
As comfortable as it might be to
parse out our celebrations and keep
our holiday sentimentals in their
own clearly labeled boxes, we cannot
keep Bethlehem and Golgotha apart
without losing what Christmas
really is. There’s a place for focusing
on the stable, the shepherds, and
the wonder of the incarnation, but
to appreciate the depth of what
is happening here, we must keep
Calvary’s hill on the horizon. (David
Mathis, DesiringGod.org)

A Penitential Season

One reason why Advent has been
called a little Lent is that, like Lent, it
is a penitential season. Advent used
to be forty days but was formalized to
four weeks in the 9th century, which
is why we now have the four Sundays
of Advent. The Mass itself assumes a
more somber tone during Advent.
The priests wear violet vestments, as
they do during Lent, since purple is
the liturgical color that signifies an
attitude of repentance and sorrow for
sin. The Gloria is also removed from
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the beginning of Mass during Advent,
just as it is during Lent.
According to the great liturgist
Reverend Dom Gueranger, “This
glorious song was sung at Bethlehem
over the crib of the divine Babe,
but during Advent “The tongues of
the angels are not loosened yet; the
Virgin has not brought forth her
divine Treasure; it is not time to
sing ‘Glory be to God in the highest,
and peace on earth to men of good
will.” (Great Advent)
Unlike Lent, the penitential
observances of Advent always have
a festive character to

and we prepare for His passion, death,
and resurrection in Lent. Lent and
Advent are distinct from Easter and
Christmas, even though they prepare
us for them. Just as Easter does not
begin until after nightfall on Holy
Saturday (the beginning of the Easter
vigil), Christmas doesn’t actually
begin until the first Mass is celebrated
on Christmas Eve, which is when we
officially enter the beautiful season of
Christmas and Christmastide.

In our current culture, we are
tempted to skip over the penitential
aspects of Advent and focus on the

joy of Christmas.

them, Whi;h is11 \{vhy ... During Advent This isj a grealt trage(ily.
we retain the Alleluia tongues Ofth Focusing only on the

during Advent, but
not during Lent:

After all, what
ultimately
distinguishes
Advent from Lent
is this: Advent has
no Passion Week.
Advent is  both
somber and festive
because we are anticipating not
suffering and death but rather the
birth of a Child, which is always a
joyful occasion. This Child is our
long-awaited Messiah, the One who
is coming to save us from the sins we
are sorrowing over. (Great Advent)

A Season of Preparation

Both Advent and Lent are
seasons of preparation. We prepare
for the coming of the Savior in
Advent (both commemorating His
birth and looking forward to His
second coming at the end of time)

are not loosenedyyet;
the ¥irgin'hasnot
brought forth her'divine
Treasure; it is not timelto}
sing ‘Glory be to Godlin!
the highest, and peacelon§

earth to men of;
good will.

joy denies a crucially
important truth: that
the Christ Child is our
Lord and Savior, who
will suffer and and die
for our salvation.
But you cannot just
. walkinto such ablaze
of glory without
preparation, to be
ready for that sharp sweet moment
when an Infant’s cry cut the night
“a moment’s fall, the last we should
know of loneliness.” You must creep
up to it, think about it, count the
days, watch the signs and prepare.
And folly though it seems in a world
where all value is counted in material
things, a child can never know the
whole ecstasy of Christmas unless
he knows its meaning; unless he
takes its meaning into his own two
hands and examines it closely and
finds its mystery for himself. It must
be made of his own experience and
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delight and love. (Mary Reed Newland
in The Year and Our Children)

Advent presents a wonderful
opportunity to help children stay
focused on the coming of the Christ
Child rather than on materialistic
desires. In fact, celebrating Advent
helps to combat the commercialization
of the season. There are many activities
that we can do to keep the traditions of
Advent alive in our homes: the Advent
wreath, the Advent calendar, the
Jesse Tree, the Nativity, paper chains,
sacrifice manger with straw. These are
all fun ways to keep kids involved and
to explain to them the symbolism of
the Advent season.

Prepare Well for the Season of
Christmas
Let us remember why Advent

is called a Little Lent, and prepare
ourselves appropriately in the coming
days. Advent can serve as a reminder
of how we should be living our lives
and is a new opportunity to put
ourselves in order:
It will not be easy; we will feel the
pressures of the secular world,
the urgency of the season, and the
expectations of others. But we have
the power to make choices, however
small, and set aside time to focus on
what the Church offers us these four
weeks before Christmas. The path
to transformation lies open before
us, and is spread with hope. (Good
Catholic: Great Advent)

Reprinted from Good Catholic,
May 5, 2020, goodcatholic.com
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(Continued from p. 11)

Summing up it is worthy to state
that the gift of tongues is a supernatural
way of communication with God in
the Holy Spirit who is a giver of this
charism. The glossolaly builds up
the prayer when some people gather
together in the same place to meet
with God. Used during worshiping the
Lord it opens for further charisms and
unites members in one Spirit. But
it also builds an individual person
because this gift can be used during
individual prayer. “He who speaks
in a tongue edifies himself, but he
who prophesies edifies the church” 1
Corinthians 14:4

One can use this charism when
he feels great enthusiasm and wants to

glorify God but his mind is not able
to follow and “produce” the proper
words to express the feelings. The
gift of tongues is very useful for such
occasions because it allows not to
block the whole enthusiasm. But it is
also good to remind that this gift does
not reign over a person but a person
controls a gift. So people are not
enslaved receiving any charism from
the Holy Spirit. But they can freely use
it whenever they wish. And this rule
applies also the gift of glossolaly. That
is why the charism of tongues should
not be regarded as a kind of ecstasy.

Reprinted from ICCRS LF, Vol XXXV, #3
May/June 2009 issue
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The Charism of Tongues:

The Glossalaly

The gift of tongues is a very
normal  phenomenon  for
people involved in Charismatic
Renewal. But persons who meet the
charismatic type of prayer for the first
time might feel disappointed because
something like the glossolaly looks
strange for them. St. Paul warned the
Corinthians that this could happen.

“So if the whole church comes
together and everyone speaks in
tongues, and some who do not
understand or some unbelievers
come in, will they not say that you
are out of your mind?” 1 Cor 14:23

And this warning comes from
the experience. The Apostles speaking
in tongues on the day of Pentecost
were laughed at. People looking at
them suspected they were “filled with
young wine”. (Acts 2:13)

The ones who speak in tongues
may be accused to be fanatics or
mentally imbalanced persons. Such an
accusation can touch all people who
are deeply involved in prayer which
is outstanding from the conventional
imagination of prayer. And the
example of the king David proves this.
His daughter despised him when she
saw him dancing and playing in the
front of the Ark of the Covenant. (1

Chronicles 15:29)
Nevertheless it is necessary to
state that speaking in new tongues
was promised by Jesus before his
Ascension.
“And these signs will accompany
those who believe: In my name they
will drive out demons; they will
speak in new tongues.” Mark 16:17

So there is nothing strange in
using this charism. The problem can
appear among people who do not
know the biblical teaching about it.

It is necessary to state there are
three kinds of speaking in tongues
mentioned in the Bible:

1. Prophecy in tongues takes
place when one person speaks in an
unknown language and the rest of
participants remain in silence. Such a
prophecy is fruitful if another person
has a gift of interpretation and explains
what was said.

“I would like every one of you
to speak in tongues, but I would
rather have you prophesy. He who
prophesies is greater than one
who speaks in tongues, unless he
interprets, so that the church may
be edified. Now, brothers, if I come
to you and speak in tongues, what
good will I be to you, unless I bring
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you some revelation or knowledge
or prophecy or word of instruction?”
1 Corinthians 14:5-6

2. After receiving the Holy
Spirit the Apostles were speaking in
tongues they did not know before and
these languages were understandable
for Jews from different nations who
came to Jerusalem for the feast (see
Acts 2:4-13). It amazed these people
who heard about “mighty works of
God” in their own language. So this
kind of the charism of tongues is a
sign for people who do not believe.

3. Spontaneous worship of the
Lord after receiving the outpouring
the Holy Spirit (Acts
10:44-46; 19:1-7).

During such a prayer

many persons speak

or sing in tongues ,
simultaneously and ‘
it is a true gift of
glossolaly. Such a gift

is very common for
charismatic ~ groups
nowadays. The most
frequent use of this
charism takes place

during worshiping God together.
People pray simultaneously in their
words, in tongues and singing songs. It
is worthy to say that zealous glorifying
the Lord was renewed in the church
by the Charismatic Renewal and it is
a very important contribution of this
stream of grace for the contemporary
church. The charism of tongues
is also a kind of “ice-breaker” in
personal contact with the Lord which
could be difficult when a person is
focused on himself and his problems.
Worshiping God concentrates people

on a person of the Lord and it opens
them for the next charisms which
could appear during the charismatic
prayer meeting. A gift of glossolaly is
also present during invoking the Holy
Spirit and intercession. But it could be
noticeable that during glorifying the
Lord in tongues people usually sing.
And asking him for something they
more often speak not sing in tongues.
Such a charism is very useful during
intercession which is also one of the
characteristic kinds of ministry in
Charismatic Renewal. It is very often
that people serving other persons who
ask for help feel in the spirit that the
requests declared are
not necessary the
ones these persons
need. People who
minister usually do
not know exactly
what to pray for so
they pray in tongues.

Then according
to Word of God
(Romans  8:26-27)

the Spirit “helps our
weaknesses”. “He who
searches the hearts knows what is on
the Spirit’s mind, because he makes
intercession for the saints according
to God”. Sometimes the Holy Spirit
reveals what is the real problem of the
person asking for help during prayer in
tongues. Then the understanding can
be proclaimed as a gift of knowledge.
Sometimes is does not happen but
the Holy Spirit understands what the
ministering people are asking for and
answers this.

(Continued on p. 9)
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! Our Annual Calendar project was a success. We finished in two days! So
many friends came to help us put together 7,500 Calendars!

Proyecto San Jose update: We have raised over 50% of the $1 million
needed for this project. The engineers and building team had meeting with
"1 our Mother General at the future building site. We are hoping to have our
{88 groundbreaking on the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, March 19, 2026.

As you prepare to make an end of the year gift,
would you consider making the gift for

Proyecto San Jose? This is a gift that will continue
to give because it is a building that will be used for
prayer, evangelization and worship of the Lord. For
more information visit: dljc.org or scan the QR pro-
vided for your convenience.

Know that you are in my heart and prayers each
day dear friends. May the Lord’s grace fill you with
joy as you celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas.

In the Heart of Jesus,

éertuu&uvj belc
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ASSISTANTS

Sr. Raphaélle Marie, DUC
(806) 463-9772

DIRECTOR
Sr. Juana Teresa, DUC
(806) 679-7855 sisterjt@gmail.com

support us. This time of the year, is a time of pondering gratitude to God
through the celebrations of Thanksgiving and Christmas. And I thank the
Lord because each one of you reflects God’s care and provision for us.

. Rap , Sr. Magdalena, DUC
i (806) 738-5866 ' "
sisterraphaellemarie@gmail.com  sistermagdalena@gmail.com

1828 Mustang St. Amczri||o Texas 79102 www. o||]c org
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Begging
Box
Coffee

Body and hand
Lotion

Gift Cards:
Walmart,
Sam's Club,
Lowes

Thank'Yoh!

for your SuPPot‘“t
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Proyecto San José

EXPANDING
OUR MISSION

to make disciples of
ALL THE NATIONS

Opver the years, many young
women from Mexico have heard
the Lord’s call through our
community. Now, we have seven
Sisters from Mexico and more
young women waiting to join us!
But our current space is small. To
grow and form these new voca-
tions, we need a larger convent
with a chapel and a hall.

Background: Town of Higueras, N.L., near the
Picacho Mountains, in Mexico.

Proyecto
San José

Ongoing Support

* Paypal ]

* Online (using E|
a credit card)

* Automatic Bank Draft

Stock Donations
Maximize tax benefits, avoid
capital gains tax for yourself,

and optimize your gift
value. Call or email for more
information.

Will/Estate Planning
Perpetuate your support
beyond this life, while receiving
significant estate tax

savings. (Let us know

when you do this, to thank

you and enroll you in

a special monthly Mass)

Honor a Loved One
Living or deceased.
Their name and yours
will be permanently
recorded for

offering prayers.

Sisters

pray 4 me.
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