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You will weceive power when the Hely Spivit hag come
upon yow; and you will be my withegses ... to the endls
of the earth.” et 1:89

1”

“Habemus Papam!” We have a Pope! What a joy
to witness another historic moment in the life of the
Catholic Church, especially in the US. Pope Leo XIV
became the new Vicar of Christ through the guidance
of the Holy Spirit.

As the Church anticipates Pentecost, I couldn’t
help but imagine how the apostles, the Blessed Virgin,
and all who were at the Upper Room received the Holy Spirit
for the first time. It was a life-changing experience for all those present.

Ascension precedes Pentecost. “Ascension marks the completion of

» «

Jesus’ earthly mission.” “What Jesus has already accomplished in His human

form is what we look forward to in hope at the end of time.” Meanwhile,
the Holy Spirit is helping us navigate our journey here on earth. (The

" Ascension of the Lord, p. 7)
“Once they received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the apostles didn't
keep this good news to themselves.” Peter made bold proclamations. “[His]
spoken in the power of the Spirit, He is made alive again!” (Jesus Christ is

words made Jesus rise in the hearts of people ... When the name of Jesus is
Lord!, pp. 4-6)

“Sometimes we need to be reminded of things we already know” We
need “a word that will rouse ... [us] to think, act or speak differently, in
accordance with the anointing of the Holy Spirit and in accordance with
the revelation of the Kingdom of God ...” The gift of exhortation moves us
to action. (The Gift of Exhortation, pp. 8-10)

I hope and pray that as we celebrate Pentecost, we will all receive
power from the Holy Spirit to be bold witnesses of the Gospel.

Sister Catherine Flores, 0.L9C

Cowme Ho(g Spbd{: come!
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Friends in Jesus!

Blessings! I am still overwhelmed by what God is doing. It has been
such a short time since the gift of our new Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV, was
given to us, who will try to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. My prayers go
out to him. We can ask, “What is God doing?”

The exhortation by Virginia King to read Philippians in one sitting
is striking. The verse that came forth from that time. “And I am sure that
he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of
Jesus Christ” (Ph 1:6 RSV Catholic Edition) God is doing a good work in
us, even amid trial, sorrow, and joy. He is bringing about what He had in
mind when He created us, just as he had when He created Robert Francis
Prevost, now Pope Leo XIV.

As we invoke the Holy Spirit amid our chaos, we can be sure He is at
work. And as St. Paul says, it is a “good work”.

Let us welcome the Holy Spirit, our advocate and friend, to come and
renew our lives and those we touch.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created,
and you shall renew the face of the earth.

In Jesus,

Mother L'my Lukpsiewicz, DLIC

LOVE
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nce they received the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost, the
apostles didn’t keep this good

news to themselves. Loudly enough
to attract a crowd, they “began to
speak in different tongues as the Spirit
enabled them” (Acts 2:4)

Apparently, the apostles were
so noisy that Peter had to explain
that they weren’t drunk but had been
filled with the Spirit! Then he took the
opportunity to offer the world’s first
proclamation of Jesus. In a way, it was
the first authoritative declaration of
the Church:

“You who are Israelites, hear
these words. Jesus the Nazorean was a
man commended to you by God with
mighty deeds, wonders, and signs,
which God worked through him in
your midst, as your yourselves know.
This man, delivered up by the set
plan and foreknowledge of God, you
killed, using lawless men to crucify
him. But God raised him up, releasing
him from the throes of death, because
it was impossible for him to be held
by it...
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by Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa

“Therefore, let the whole house
of Israel know for certain that God
has made him both Lord and Messiah,
this Jesus whom you crucified” (Acts
2:22-24, 36)

JEsus 1s ALIVE! “Jesus the
Nazorean.” I can imagine the shudder
that went through the crowd as they
heard this name. Some knew that
a man named Jesus had been put to
death a few weeks before. They had
thought he was finished. But now they
were stunned to hear Peter praising
the risen Jesus and pronouncing his
name in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Peter’s proclamation was a new kind
of resurrection for Jesus. Of course,
Jesus had already risen physically
from the tomb. But Peter’s words
made Jesus rise in the hearts of people
who thought he was dead. When the
name of Jesus is spoken in the power
of the Spirit, he is made alive again!

Peter made a bold statement in
this proclamation: “You crucified and
killed Jesus” The crowd could have
responded, “Youre wrong. We didn’t
go to Pilate demanding his death. We




weren't in Jerusalem. We've just come
to celebrate Pentecost” But nobody
protested. Why not? Because the Holy
Spirit was doing what Jesus said he
would: “He will convict the world in
regard to sin and righteousness and
condemnation.” (John 16:8) Through
this convicting action, the people who
heard Peter understood that Jesus had
been “crushed for our iniquity” (Isaiah
53:5). They saw that by their own sins,
they themselves had crucified Jesus of
Nazareth.

What  about
us?¢ For wus too,
there must come
a moment when
we can say with
fll conviction,
“Because of our
sins, we participated
in Jesus death. We
killed him” Only
then can we truly
appreciate the rest
of what Peer went
on to say: we killed Jesus. But God
raised him for our justification. Jesus
is Lord!

Jesus: THE LORD OF My LIFE.
Obviously, Peter thought there was
something very special about the title
“Lord” So did Paul, who wrote that:
“no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except
by the Holy Spirit” (1 Corinthians
12:3) Again, Paul said, “If you confess
with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved”
(Romans 10:9). Reflect on this, and
you will find that “Jesus is Lord” is not
a neutral statement. When you say it
sincerely, youre making a decision

about your life. You're telling Jesus,
“I acknowledge you as my Master. I
submit to you. I recognize that you
have every possible claim on me”

“Jesus is the Son of God” is
also an important statement of faith,
but it doesn’t involve a personal
commitment. In my opinion, this
is why demons never had difficulty
asking, “What have you to do with
us, Son of God?” (Matthew 8:29)
They were simply acknowledging an
unchangeable fact.
But you never find
the demons saying,
“We know who
you are, Jesus. You
are the Lord” They
couldnt say that
because to recognize
the lordship of Jesus
means to declare
that you belong to
Jesus.

Once you
sincerely proclaim
that Jesus is Lord, your life is changed.
Look at Paul: his life was divided into a
“before” and an “after: at the moment
when Jesus revealed himself to him
and he discovered “the supreme good
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord”
(Philippians 3:8). This division of life
into two parts also applies to us. On
one level, everybody has some life-
dividing experience like marriage,
ordination, or some other watershed
event. But since each of us is called
to meet Jesus in a deep personal way,
the great dividing line of life is this
moment of knowing him as our Lord.

This is why we need the light
of Pentecost, a light that illuminates

www.dljc.org ¢ 5



every aspect of Jesus. When the Spirit
came to the apostles, they understood
the mystery of the cross and
embraced the lordship of Christ. The
same thing happens when the Spirit
comes to you and me. In the light of
Pentecost, your proclamation that
“Tesus is Lord” becomes more than
lip service. It signifies that you want
Jesus to rule over everything—your
job, your finances, your sexual life, all
your comings and goings. It means
you recognize that within you, there
are vast “continents”—your intellect,
will, emotions, and imagination—
where Jesus must be preached. Just
as the apostles spread out to every

(Continued from p. 7)
took His perfected human nature
into the Beatific Vision, enabling
humanity itself to follow.

The final stage of the salvation
of humanity will take place when
Jesus returns to judge the living and
the dead. At that time, every human
body will rise, will endure the final
purification and transformation, and
will share in the new and resurrected
state in which the faithful will stand,
body and soul, before the Most Holy
Trinity and experience the fullness
of the Beatific Vision forever. What
Jesus has already accomplished in His
human form is what we look forward
to in hope at the end of time.

The Feast of the Ascension was
celebrated annually from as early as
apostolic times. When the Council of
Nicaea set the date for the celebration
of the Resurrection in 325, it chose
to keep Easter on the first Sunday
after the first full moon occurring

6 ¢ Praise Him! May/June 2025

continent of the world, proclaiming
that Jesus is Lord, you must bring that
same message to every aspect of your
life. As you do, you will enter into a
new world of holiness and growth in
the Spirit.

Do you want to discover more of
the joy and power of this new world,
this new dimension of life? You can!
Ask the Father for the grace of a new
Pentecost. You have Jesus’ word that
this best of Fathers will not fail to give
the Holy Spirit to all who ask. (Luke
11:13).

Reprinted from the Word Among Us
May 2016 issue

OO

on or after the vernal equinox. This
decision also placed the Ascension,
being forty days after Easter, on a
Thursday. Today, many ecclesiastical
provinces transfer the celebration to
the following Sunday to provide for a
wider celebration.

Prayer:

My Ascended Lord, forty days after
You rose from the dead You ascended
to the right hand of the Father in
Heaven, taking up Your throne from
which You pour forth both judgment
and mercy. As we honor this great
mystery, I beg for mercy upon me and
upon the whole world. Free us from all
sin, and open the floodgates of Your
mercy so that all people will share one
day, body and soul, in the glory of Your
Beatific Vision. Jesus, I trust in You.

Reprinted from
© 2025 My Catholic Life! Inc

www.mycatholic.life
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he Solemnity of the Ascension
Tof the Lord commemorates

the fortieth day after the
Resurrection when Jesus ascended
body and soul into Heaven and took
His seat at the right hand of His
Father. The Ascension is believed to
have occurred less than a mile east of
the Old City of Jerusalem. The event
is found in the Gospels and Acts
(Mark 16:19-20; Luke 24:50-53; Acts
1:6-12) and is alluded to in John 6:62;
Ephesians 4:7-10; 1 Timothy 3:16;
and 1 Peter 3:21-22.

The Ascension marks the
completion of Jesus™ earthly mission.
He first united His divine nature with
human nature through the Incarnation
at the moment of the Annunciation.
Saint Thomas Aquinas teaches that
from that moment on, Jesus, the Son
of God, experienced three types of
knowledge. First, being God, He had
beatific knowledge, that is, a direct
knowledge of His, the Father’s, and the
Holy Spirit’s essence. Second, He had
the perfection of infused knowledge,
that is, a bestowal of all truths given to

the angels in Heaven, especially those
truths necessary for the completion of
His divine mission. Third, He began
to acquire learned knowledge, or
experiential knowledge. This was the
form of knowledge attained through
His human nature from the senses
and His human reason.

As Jesus fulfilled His mission,
His learned knowledge continued to
grow until it was perfected in human
form. It was never imperfect in the
sense of sin, but only in the sense of
growth through human experience
and human love. He experienced all
things, allowed the perfection of His
beatific and infused knowledge to
guide His human experiences, and
brought those human experiences
and knowledge to perfection. His free
embrace of the Cross manifested the
perfection of divine love in human
form, and His Resurrection brought
that perfect unity of human and
divine love to a new and transformed
resurrected state of human existence.
Today we commemorate that Jesus

(Continued on p. 6)
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The Gift of €xhortation

ometimes we need to Dbe

reminded of things we already

know. For example, I never get
tired of hearing the truth of God's
love for us. And when that truth
is proclaimed by someone with a
charism of exhortation, it moves me
to action. It rekindles in me the desire
to respond to God's love, to act in a
way that is pleasing to Him, and to
help others also know and respond to
His love. And, with God's grace, I do
respond.

Each of us has a responsibility at
one time or another to exhort others
to do good. Parents, spouses, teachers,
supervisors, co-workers, friends,
neighbors—each of these is sometimes
called upon to persuade, inspire or
encourage another to pursue a course
of action that is in the best interest
of the individual or the group. In the
course of our lives, we all learn to do
this and some are naturally better
than others. As a charism, however,
exhortation rises to a new level of
fruitfulness.

Charisms are manifestations of

8 o Praise Him! May/June 2025

by Virginia King

the anointing of the Holy Spirit, in a
moment or over an extended period
of time, that have an effect beyond
our experience, training or natural
talents. A charism can build on our
experience, training or talents (grace
builds on nature) or a charism can be
completely new and distinct. Either
way, it is clearly a manifestation of the
power of God elevating our thoughts,
words or actions to a supernatural
level. We need the charism of
exhortation in our day!

We need manifestations of
the anointing of the Holy Spirit
to motivate, encourage, inspire,
persuade and convict us to act in ways
that are pleasing to God - in ways
that allow the Kingdom of God to be
evident among us! We need to pray
for the Lord to gift us with individuals
who will speak to the people a word
that will rouse them! (cf. Is 50:4)

Perhaps  the charism  of
exhortation is like a laser pointer.
In our world that is so full of
distractions, we need something to
get our attention so that we focus on



what is really important. I don't think
there is any lack of wanting to do what
is right. But I think we lack the focus,
and sometimes the energy to follow
through. Or sometimes even the
energy and focus to sort through the
many options and discern the right
course of action.

Exhortation is listed as a charism
in its own right in Romans 12: 8. It is
also described as a function of the
charism of prophecy in 1 Cor 14:3 and
1 Cor 14:31. (It is sometimes translated
"encouragement”
rather than
"exhortation.")
St. Paul definitely
had a charism
of exhortation,
and the reading
of his epistles is
a  tremendous

“)w&'wea
mandfestations of the
anoiuting of the
Holy Sperit to

motwate, enconrage,

different scriptures have this same
effect. Likewise, there are CD's of
talks that have been given at various
conferences or retreats that 1 listen
to again and again, to prompt me to
action. Dr. Tom Curran's teaching
on prayer, which he presents in the
"Come Holy Spirit" series, is one
that always convicts me to deeper
commitment to personal prayer time.
The charism of exhortation may
be evident in a presentation given
to a large group when people are
motivated to act
in a particular
way. I am aware
of a ministry of
outreach to the
poor which has
been going on
for 20-plus years
that was initiated

source of grace i&f[zh&, ]wmuu?eam) by a preacher
for us. convilt us to aét in aps exhorting . the.

As an y people to live out
example, I have that are leawmg to the  Christianity
found that St. ga‘) w3 they profess by
Paul's  charism going out into

of  exhortation
is active, even now through the
scriptures, when I take the time
to read through the entire book of
Philippians in one sitting. I have
suggested this exercise to others and
they also have reported that there is
a transforming effect from this. It is a
word that will rouse you - rouse you
to think, act or speak differently, in
accordance with the anointing of the
Holy Spirit and in accordance with
the revelation of the Kingdom of God
for a particular situation.

That is just one example. Many

the streets to feed
and care for those who were in need.
The participants in that Catholic
Charismatic ~ Conference actually
pooled their resources on the spot
(emptying their wallets into the
collection basket), went and bought
food, took it to a poor neighborhood
and distributed it, and paid utility bills
for those who needed that. With the
leftover money and food, the leaders
of that Conference began a feeding
program that has expanded and now
feeds thousands of people every week.

More often, the charism of

www.dljc.org « 9



exhortation is evident with a small
group, or in one-on-one listening,
praying and sharing. When a person
sharing their testimony of conversion
or healing motivates you to take
an action that brings conversion or
healing to your own life, it may well be
the fruit of the charism of exhortation.

Exhortation in and of itself can
motivate, encourage, inspire, persuade
or convict. But the willingness to
respond and follow through, with
the help of God's grace, is also
needed. Charisms don't function in a
vacuum, as St. Paul reminds us when
he explains the interdependence in
the Body of Christ. Various charisms
interact with and support or confirm
each other. Charisms bear fruit in a
context of love. Charisms are not ends
in themselves, but a part of God’s plan
of salvation for the whole human race.

As T said at the beginning,
sometimes we need to be reminded of
things we already know. When l hear a

(Continued from p. 11)
6/\76 you the one who created

the unclouded mirror
Next to the A[mighty’s throne,
Like a crysta[ sea,

Tn which Divinity lov'mg looks at 'Ltse[f?
You bend over the fah’est work of
your creation,

And radiantly your own gaze
Is illumined in return.

And of all creatures the pure beauty
Is J'oined in one in the dear form
Of the Virgin, your immaculate bride:
Holy Spirit Creator of all!
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message that is familiar, but it reminds
me that I have become complacent or
negligent about some area of my life,
I know that I need to start again, to
be renewed in my diligence, to be
re-inflamed by the Holy Spirit. I also
know that by my own power this will
be impossible, with God all things are
possible.

"Come, Holy Spirit, come!
Bend the stubborn heart and will, melt
the frozen, warm the chill; Guide the
steps that go astray."*

Come, Holy Spirit, with
words that will rouse us to holiness,
to courage, to perseverance, to
cooperation with Your action that
renews the face of the earth!

* from the Pentecost Sequence

Reprinted from Gleanings/wwccr.org
Volume XXXVIII Number 7
July 2012

"YE?IC__.,___ —

Are you the sweet song of love
And of ho[y awe
That etema“y resounds around the
triune throne,
That weds in itself the clear chimes
Of each and every being?
The havmony,
Thatjo'ms together the members to the Head,
Tn which each one
Finds the mysterious meaning of his
Ioeing blessed
And joyous [y surges forth,
Free[y dissolved in your surging:

Ho[y Spirit eternal jubilaﬂon,’



“UIncemplete” Nevena for Pentecost
by Saint Celith Stein

Who are you, sweet iignt, that ﬁiis me

And illumines the darkness of my heart?

You lead me like a mother’s hand,

And should you let go of me,

T would not know how to take another step.

You are the space
That embraces my being and buries
itin yourseif
Away frovn you it sinks int the aioyss

Of nothingness, ﬁrom which you raised it to

the light.

You, nearer to me that1 to myseif
And more interior than my most interior
And still impaipaioie and intangibie
And beyond any name:

Hoiy Spirit eternal iiﬁz.’

Are you not the sweet manna
That from the Son’s heart
Overflows into my heart,

The food of angels and the blessed?
He who raised himself from death to life
From the sleep of death.

And he gives me new life from day to day.
And at some time his fullness is to stream
through me,

Life of your life indeed, you youself:
Holy Spirit eternal life!

Are you the ray
That ﬁasnes down ﬁom the eternal
Judge’s throne
And breaks into the nignt of the soul
That had never known itseif?
Mercifully relentlessly
It penetrates hidden foiois.
Alarmed at seeing itseiﬁ

The seifmakes space fov hoiy fear,
The beginning of that wisdom
That comes ﬁovn on nigh
And anchors us ﬁvmiy in the neignis,
Your action,

That creates us anew:

Ho iy Spirit ray that penetrates everything.’

Are you the Spirit’s fullness and the power

4 By which the Lamb releases the seal

Of God's eternal decree?
Driven by you

The messengers of judgement ride through

the world
And separate with a sharp sword
The kingdom of light from the kingdom
of night.
Then heaven becomes new and new

the earth,

And a finds its proper place

Through your breath:
Holy Spirit Victorious power!

Are you the master who builds the
eternal cathedral,
Which towers ﬁ'om the earth ihvougn
the heavens?
Animated ioy you, the columns are
raised hign
And stand immovab iy ﬁwn.
Marked with the eternal name of God,
Tney stretch up to the iignt,
Bearing the dome,
Which crowns the noiy cathedral,
Your work that encircles the world:

Hoiy Spirit God’s moioiing hand!
(Continued on p. 10)
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OCIA Retreat, St. Anthony’s Church, Hereford TX
Sisters Marie Fidelis, Raphaelle Marie & Seraphica

Encountering the Spirit, Sts. Martha & Mary Church,
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RIES & EDEICTS

New Evangelization

il| . =y 4
OCIA Retreat, St. Thomas,
Sisters Ana Chiara, Mary Gian

Direction School, Clearwater FL 3
DLJC New Graduates St. Anne’s School, Porterville CA
arie Fidelis & Raphaelle Marie Vocations Promotion, Sister Ana Chiara
C i
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eat, Leon Gto. Mexico Testimony at English School, Legnica Poland
riana Sisters Christine Marie, Michael Marie & Paula Marie
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DIRECTOR
Sr. Juana Teresa, DUC
(806) 679-7855 sisterjt@gmail.com

2024 FINANCIAL REPORT

Unrestricted funds 810,888.37 | Community
Restricted Grants 59,509.98 Kitchen 55,100.76
Restricted Gifts 56.516.78 Sacristy/Music 4,013.28
Restricted 345,218.67 Vehicle/Gas/Travel 67,028.13
Project Emmanuel Medical 79,095.37
Ministry Stipends 188,313.45 Social Security (FICA) 32,950.56
Government Benefits 85,634.08 Vocation Promotion 4,249,95
Investment Income 99,588.27 Education/Formation 51,217.71
Patrimony 13,346.64 Utilities 80,352.16
Retreat House Fees 3,420.00 Chaplain 23,554.35
Miscellaneous Income 1,639.48 Employee Payroll 27,697.81
Insurance Claim 7,238.56 Maintenance 48,017.37
Bequests 6,000.00 Other Operating 11,695.59
Expenses

TOTAL $1,677,314.28 | Capital Expenses
Project Emmanuel Building 620,375.75
___EXPENSES e 123,554.78
Evangelization and 48,312.30 | Shed and Gezebo 11,399.00
Newsletter Concrete Pavement 35,100.00
Local Houses 73,044.76 | Transfer to Medical Fund 61,303.00
Guest/Retreat House 19,813.28 | Transfer Retirement Fund 60,435.00
Administration 14,864.35 | Transfer Endowment Fund 30,384.00
Mission Advancement 48,153.02 | Transfer Memorial Fund 13,070.00
Tithe 15,000.00 | Transfer Maintenance F 17,532.00
TOTAL $1,677,314.28

ASSISTANTS
Sr. Raphaélle Marie, DUC Sr. Magdalena, DUC
(806) 463-9772 (806) 738-5866 &

sisterraphaelmarie@gmail.com  sistermagdalena@gmail.com

11828 Mustang St. Amarillo Texas 79102 www.dlic.org
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An Urgent Need!

The extreme weather in the
Texas Panhandle recently
took a toll on the roof over
our heads, both at the
motherhouse and retreat
house.

To repair the damages, we
need to raise $161,318.32.

Would you consider an
additional donation for this
purpose?

You are a
Cherished Supporter
of the Sisters

Because you are a Cherished
Supporter of the Sisters, you
make Religious Life present
in the Church and in the
world.

Thank You!

e 1T

~0ngoing Support

God is Faithbul

Monetary Gifts mgeu;
* Checks or cash
* Paypal
* Online (using

a credit card)
* Automatic Bank Draft

Stock Donations
Maximize tax benefits, avoid
capital gains tax for yourself,

and optimize your gift
value. Call or email for more
information.

Will/Estate Planning
Perpetuate your support
beyond this life, while
receiving significant estate tax
savings. (Let us know when
you do this, to thank you and
enroll you in a special monthly

Mass)

Honor a Loved One
Whether living or deceased.
Their name and yours will
be permanently recorded for
offering prayers.

¢ pv.
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