


[Jesus], though he was in the form of God, did not count equaﬁ/i//y with God
oo but emﬂﬁe/ 57

myeé[ 561’@ born in the likeness 01[ men, ... An éeirg ﬂmn/ m
human form he humbled himself ... (Phil2:6-8)

I was pondering what might have been the Blessed

Virgin Mary's experience when the angel told her

that she was to be the Mother of God. That made

me think of Jesus’ humility in allowing Himself to

& be born to an ordinary handmaiden who was an

\& ordinary human being. Unfathomable! Such is the
profound mystery of the Incarnation. Great is the

love of God for humanity. Such is the total love of

Jesus for us.

“During Advent, we wait in joy, in hope, and in anticipation for the
wonderful event we are about to experience—the feast of Christmas. ...
We look forward to celebrating the fact that God loves us so much that
he sent his Son into the world to save us.” (Advent Waiting, pp. 4-5)

In the Christmas issue of Praise Him! we will ponder further on
the profound truths of our humanity and our identity in Christ Jesus.
“Our identity is to be found in his identity, and the truth of who we are
before God is discovered in him.” “The Mystery of the Incarnation is the
mystery of the human person transformed in Christ” (The Mystery of
the Incarnation, pp. 9-11). “The Christmas mystery—the mystery of the
Incarnation—invites us to active prayer. God emptied himself and took
on flesh” (When God Drew Near, pp. 6-8).

The Christmas season isa good reminder of Jesus' profound humility
in becoming one like us. He divested Himself of His divinity for love of us.
I invite you to enter into this blessed season of Christmas. Allow
the mystery of the Incarnation to permeate your hearts with a deep
sense of gratitude to Jesus—Emmanuel, who is always with us.

Sister Catherine Flores, 0.L9C

A blessed Clariglag (ol
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus!

“For while gentle silence enveloped all things, and night in its

swift course was now half gone, thy all-powerful word leaped

from heaven, from the royal throne, into the midst of the land
that was doomed.” Wisdom 18:14-15

This scripture refers to Jesus, the Eternal Word. Jesus
came to rescue us from sin and bring us into the fullness of *
God’s love. What a gift! What a mystery! What Love!

I recently gave a Life in the Spirit Seminar in Nebraska X
and I was reminded of this message of God’s love. I shared the
scripture from the Prophet Jeremiah of God’s everlasting love
with a woman. With tears in her eyes, she said, “God really
loves me with an everlasting love?” I said, “Yes, an everlasting
love” This message is for all of us. Jesus, born in stable, poor,
humble becomes this everlasting love for us.

(hristmas Dlessings!

Mother L’ucy Lukasiewicz, DL9IC
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aiting in line can be one of
two experiences. See if you
identify with the examples
below:

First Example: Waiting in Dread

Youre standing in line at the
post office or the grocery store,
waiting for your turn. Youre tapping
your foot and keep looking at your
watch. You don't want to be in this
line. Before long, you begin to think,
“Oh, I can’t wait for this to be over!”
Often times, the other people in
line with you feel the same way! No
one speaks to anyone else. Clearly
few are enjoying the experience; the
impatience or irritability you feel
might even be visible on your face.
Such an experience of waiting in line
can seem isolating, almost lonely.

By D. Todd Williamson

Second Example: Waiting in
Excitement

Now think about the times when
you waited in line at an amusement
park, to buy tickets to see your
favorite baseball team, or to hear your
favorite band. In these instances, the
waiting is much different. People are
excited and you might even be talking
to some of them about the ride you're
getting ready to experience, the sports
team that you love, or the band you're
about to hear.

This second example is the kind
of waiting we are called to in Advent.

Waiting in Joyful Hope

At Mass, after praying the Lord’s
Prayer, we hear “ . . as we await the
blessed hope and the coming of our
Savior, Jesus Christ” This prayer
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reminds us that during Advent,
we wait in joy, in hope, and in
anticipation for the wonderful event
we are about to experience—the feast
of Christmas, the coming of Christ
into our lives in new ways, the return
of Christ in glory at the end of time.
As the Church, we wait during Advent
and look forward to celebrating the
fact that God loves us so much that he
sent his Son into the world to save us.
This waiting is far from empty; rather,
it is full of the hope that God promises
us as we prepare for Christ in the feast
of Christmas.

The Second Coming

During Advent, we eagerly
anticipate the coming of Christ.
However, we are not waiting for Jesus
to be born—that event occurred over
two thousand years ago. While we

prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus
that has occurred, we also use the
season of Advent to anticipate The
Second Coming. When Jesus comes
again, the Kingdom of God will appear
in its fullness. The just will reign with
Christ forever, glorified in body and
soul, and the material universe will be
transformed.

j@l ’ i
Reprinted from Loyola Press

loyolapress.com

Disciples of the

Jed1ed @ﬁ/uaf
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waddled tightly beneath a star-
Sblanketed Bethlehem sky, God
breathed with gentle power.
The acceptable time had come. The

prophecies were now—at last—
fulfilled. The Creator had “entered”
creation on a mission of love, and for
the next three decades, peace and joy
were inhaled and received in tangible
new ways.

That Christmas night, the
divine life of God was communicated
through a tiny human breath. Put
simply, God breathed not solely so
that he might live but that we would.

It's fascinating how something
so small like a breath forms the line
between life and death. The Latin word
for breath inspirare is where we get the
term “inspiration;” it literally means,
“to breathe [life] into” Inspiration,
however, is far more than a biological
word or concept, it is a deeply spiritual
reality. God’s inspiration animates our

Christian souls, guides our steps, and
offers us both a mission and a purpose.

We often talk about how the Bible
is the “inspiration”—the breath—of
the Holy Spirit; how the Word of
God was recorded through the pens
of men. But, have you ever stopped
to consider how vital this inspiration
of God is to our faith and, indeed,
our lives as Catholics? The Church is
inspired, the sacraments are inspired
and—with any luck—with every
encounter we witness on the pages of
Sacred Scripture, we, too, are inspired.
We breathe in God’s life (grace) not
that we would hold it in, but that we
might share it.

Inspiration leads to respiration.

Since you began reading this,
you've probably taken between twenty
and thirty breaths. We know, of course,
that inspiration is not only vital for our
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bodies but also for our souls. It's when
we realize how desperately we need
oxygen that we come to appreciate it
more.

Its how our story began, after
all (or, “before all” if you want to get
technical). Life began because God
spoke; he breathed the Word (Genesis
1:3) and creation spun into existence.
It was when God breathed life into
Adam, however, that things got
even more interesting (Genesis 2:7):
creation now bore the ability to inspire,
to procreate life in God’s image. And
at that very first Christmas, beside
that majestic manger, the new Adam
was swaddled tightly by the new Eve.
Heaven breathed. God had drawn near
in an even more intimate way than in
Eden. The Savior’s exhale announced
the coming Kingdom. Heaven came
to earth to bring earth back to heaven.

As your eyes take in the créche
this year, allow the Holy Spirit to
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inspire you, again. Gaze upon these
incredible figures immersed in the
beautiful reality that is our Christmas
story. Ponder these realities in your
heart as the Blessed Mother did (Luke
2:19). Consider what each character
represents and how they were led to
this holy night—heroic characters,
timeless tales—all immersed in heart-
stopping and soul-stirring moments
beside the manger. How ironic that the
reality of the Christmas story brings
us life by taking our breath away.

As you look forward to the
Christmas season, recall your own
journey that brought you to this place.
Forjustasthelightincreased within our
Advent wreaths each week, the Light
now enters to eclipse the darkness of
our world, our homes, and our hearts.
Throughout this past Advent season
the daily readings reminded us that
life’s greatest blessings are often born
out of its greatest struggles. For those
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souls reading this who feel immersed
in stress, loneliness or darkness this
year, especially, remember now that
our Emmanuel has come, “God is
(indeed) with us” (Matthew 1:23).

At first glance, Mary’s experience
of Christ’s birth seems to be shrouded
in more darkness than light. Consider
these moments from St. Luke’s Gospel:
A teenage virgin is pregnant, but not
with her husband-to-be’s child. The
girl then leaves home for three months;
later, in her
third trimester
of pregnancy,
she leaves
home again and
travels roughly
ninety  miles
by donkey. She
gives birth in a
cave and, soon
after, hears from
a prophet that
both she and
her child will
suffer  greatly.
Most  people
would not
consider these
mysterious
moments very
“joyful” Prayerful reflection on the
mysteries, however, reveals a cause
for intense joy. God was on a rescue
mission to save us, and that mission
included courageous souls fighting
through  incredibly  challenging
situations. Not only do the Joyful
Mysteries walk us more deeply into
the conception, birth, and childhood
years of our Lord Jesus, but they also
reveal to us a God who is madly in

love with us, a God who will stop at
nothing to save all of us from sin and
death.

The Christmas mystery—the
mystery of the Incarnation—invites us
to active prayer. God emptied himself
and took on flesh. This is beautiful,
not only because of the humility
and gentleness of the baby in the
manger, but because of his invitation
to interact with him physically and
intimately. The entire Nativity scene
is a celebration
of God’s love for
his children; his
willingness  to
stop at nothing
to ensure our
salvation. Its a
scene that we
must prayerfully
engage in, not
just  passively
“admire” Never
forget that the

Lord didn’t
come to Dbe
admired but

worshipped. We
should fall on
our knees this
night, as they
did so many centuries ago, breathe
in his peace and joy, and worship the
God who loved us enough to be born
into the world’s brokenness and sin to
save us from it.

% oy W &3P W
Fotard N RARTS
Reprinted with permission from

Ascension, AscensionPress.com
Date published: December 22, 2017
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By Friar Terence Bateman OEM Cony,
o N o

He Became Human So That We
Might Share In His Divinity.

The Mystery Of The Incarnation Is
The Mystery The Human Person
Transformed In Christ.

The Franciscan theological
instinct finds in the Incarnation a rich
resource for a faithful reflection on the
mystery of the human person before
God and the world. For St. Francis, the
incarnation expressed the profound
humility of God and affirmed the
holiness of all reality. God among us
as a human being in Jesus Christ filled
Francis with awe. His love of poverty
as a relational reality emerges from his
wonderment at the love God shows
us by sharing his divine life with us
in the incarnation. In the mystery of
God made human in Christ, Francis
intuits both the absolute poverty of
the human person in isolation from

God, and the abundant richness given
to it in its consecration in holiness by
Christ in the incarnation.

The mystery of the incarnation
is called a mystery because it’s full
meaning cannot be completely
understood by the intellect; it must
be absorbed into the heart and
expressed by our lives for it to be
truly understood. Our living into the
mystery of God become human in
Christ reveals the deeper relational
significance of the incarnation for our
understanding of the human person.
The incarnation is the beautiful
mystery of our God sharing fully in
our human life and experience. That
God chose to enter completely into
our humanity and into the human
condition speaks to us about both
the nature of God and of the human
person.

While it is true that God became
human to save humanity from sin

www.dljc.org ¢ 9



and eternal death, this is but one
dimension of the mystery of the
incarnation. Our theology, and hence
our spirituality, tends so often to
reduce the total mystery of the Christ-
event to the final acts of Christ’s life -
his death and resurrection. However,
the salvation of the human person,
and indeed of all creation, begins at the
incarnation, in the ontological reality
of God entering into the world, into
history, and into the human condition.
Salvation is first encountered in the
very fact of the coming into being of
Jesus Christ, God incarnate. And the
reality of salvation begins to unfold
in the existential reality of Christ’s
life: his attitudes and relationships,
his teaching and ministry, and the
values he embodies in all this. Christ’s
suffering, death, and resurrection
occur within and as a consequence of
his life-praxis.

This understanding opens us up
to another dimension of the mystery
of the Word made flesh, that in the
incarnation God became human in
Christ to show us how to be human.
By becoming one with us through
becoming one of us, God is saying “let
me show you how to be human, how
to be this wonderful and beautiful
being that I have created in my image
and likeness” Our lives are filled with
questions to which we have no final
answers. These are questions about
who we are, the meaning of it all, the
immense suffering in the world, and so
on. The increasing complexity of our
social and technical life coupled with
the diversity of competing worldviews
confuse us and fill us with anxiety.
The scale of suffering and injustice

in our world both sadden us and
confront us with our own helplessness
to do anything meaningful to alleviate
these evils. Our relationships are so
often filled with tension and conflict.
We yearn for excitement, we long
for love and we seek meaning in our
experiences. And, at depth, we seek
an all-embracing and meaning-giving
transcendence
to fulfil the
relentless
yearnings in our
hearts. How we
go about meeting
these needs,
while  bringing
joy into our lives,
so often also
brings pain and
sadness into our
lives and that of
others. In other
words, we find it
very difficult to
simply be human.

In the
incarnation,
Jesus of Nazareth
is Gods answer
to every question
we have about ourselves. When we
speak about Jesus coming to teach and
show us how to be human we do not
simply mean this in its extrinsic and
practical aspects. We mean it in a way
that goes beyond the behavioural and
imitative, but into the existential and
transformational meaning of what it
means to be a human person. While
we certainly do learn from Jesus how
to be compassionate and forgiving,
justand peaceful, it is in his very being
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that we begin to discover the truth of
our being. Our identity is to be found
in his identity, and the truth of who
we are before God is discovered in
him. In the incarnation, God comes to
meet us in our humanity. Those who
seek God will not find him by trying
to escape their humanity or human
experience. God is not to be found in
some distant and
abstract ethereal
realm far-
removed  from
the  messiness
of human life;
God is to be
found through
a generous
d embracing  of
our  humanity
and by entering
more deeply
into our human
experience.
When we begin
to  understand
this, we begin
to  understand
the mystery of
Christ. When we
come to some
understanding of the mystery of
Christ present in our own humanity
we begin to glimpse the meaning of
our existence and the purpose of our
lives.

The central and defining feature
of the incarnation and life of Christ
is total self-giving in love. For St.
Francis this dis-appropriating or self-
emptying of God in the incarnation
speaks profoundly of the humility of
God, a humility which became the

model and source of his own striving
after minoritas and fraternitas. In the
incarnation Christ disidentified with
the prerogatives of divinity and took
on the contingency of humanity; he
lived in obedience to the will of the
Father, disassociated from power and
status, and gave of himself completely
in service of others. Finally, on the
cross, he poured out his life in an act
of total self-giving to complete the
act of love begun in the incarnation.
He lived in love and lived for love.
We, who are created in his image and
likeness, are created in love and made
for love. Our lives begin to take on
a deeper value and realise their true
dignity when we see that the total self-
giving in love of Christ is precisely
what we are called to imitate in our
lives. The continuous outpouring of
himself in compassionate healing
and loving service was a natural
consequence of his identity. The very
same holds true for us. When we
generously give of ourselves in loving
service to others, not only do we begin
to experience joy in our lives and
peace in our hearts, we also discover
the mystery of our own being. We
come to the liberating insight that to
be human is to love. It is from here
that we begin to realise all our creative
and transformative potentialities as a
human person, and so follow Christ
along the way that will ultimately lead
us to share in his divinity, just as he
shares in our humanity.

Reprinted from Franciscan Voice
franciscanvoice.org
Post published: December 24, 2021
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Dearly beloved friends,

Jesus loves you!

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in
cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them
in the inn.” Lk 2:7

Whenever I hear this part of the Gospel, I feel moved to make room

in my heart for Jesus. To think that the Creator of the Universe could not
find a warm and safe place saddens me.
4 First of all, I want to ask you, “How can we welcome Jesus in our
hearts and our lives this Christmas?” Secondly, “What are the small steps
that we can take to make room for Jesus during this Advent?” I am sure
that the Holy Spirit will lead you as you join me in the desire to make
room for our King in our lives.

Lastly, I want to thank you for your participation in our mission
through your generous gifts. You helped us build a physical building for
the Lord and the Sisters. Through your loving gifts you help us build the
kingdom of God here and now.

Know that you are in my heart and prayers each day dear friends.

In the Heart of Jesus,

észwawv, belc

2
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Coffee + Small Suitcases » Digital Wall Clocks

Body Lotion + Electric Fans

@ l Sr. Michael Marie, BLIE Sr-Magdalena, DLIC

;d (806) 910-7855 (806) 738-5366

srmichaelmarie@gmeil'com sistermagdalena@gmail.com

i 1828 Mustang St. Amarillo Texas 79102 www.dljc.org
+ Praise Him! November/December 2024



Tthavnle Yool

BROYEC]H)

EMMANUEIS

You have been part
of a miracle!

# %, Mother John Marie

cherished the dream of

building a chapel to Our
Lady of the Angels. The
infirmed and elderly
Sisters needed suitable
accommodations and
quality care at home.

The dedication of Our
Lady of the Angels and
the blessing of the new
Aging in Place facility are
a miracle of the provision
of God.

Your generosity made this
miracle possible.

Thank You!

Ongoing Support

Monetary Gifts
* Checks or cash
* Paypal
* Online (using

a credit card) a:

e Automatic Bank Draft

Stock Donations
Maximize tax benefits, avoid
capital gains tax for yourself,
and optimize your gift

value. Call or email for more
information.

Wall/Estate Planning
Perpetuate your support
beyond this life, while
receiving significant estate tax
savings. (Let us know when
you do this, to thank you

and enroll you for a special
monthly Mass)

Honor, a Loved One
Living or deceased. Their
name and yours will be
permanently recorded for
offering prayers.
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