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God’s Purpose for the Charismatic Renewal Spirituality by Steve Clark

Two Experiences of the Charism of Tongues by Jim Murphy

Erratum: The Praise Him! that preceded this issue was dated incorrectly (No. 2, 
March/April 2024). The correction is  No. 3, May/June 2024.

“In this world there is nothing of the Most High 
Himself that we can possess and contemplate with our 

eyes, except His Body and Blood.”   St. Francis of Assisi

O S
acrament Most Holy!O S
acrament Most Holy!
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The National Eucharistic Revival launched by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) three years ago culminated in 
July this year with a large assembly at the National Eucharistic Congress 
in Indianapolis, Indiana. What a blessing for the whole Church. This 
country, ripped apart by political and moral division, is in desperate need 
of a Pentecost-like revival in both the Church and the secular world. Let 
us pray and hope that this gathering will have a significant impact on the 
Church, our society and beyond. Although it may seem improbable, I am 
confident that God can accomplish anything.

In the Eucharist “the divine life is found, par excellence, in the 
transfigured bread and wine... Aquinas said that the Eucharist contains 
ipse Christus (Christ himself). What the soul is hungry for, finally, is the 
person of Jesus, the body and blood of Christ.” (Why You Need Spiritual 
Food, pp. 4-6)

The Charismatic Renewal is a revival that has brought about a new 
Pentecost experience to Christianity. “Many Christians are looking to 
the Lord in a new way to reestablish his people and give them a renewed, 
spiritually stronger foundation through the work of the Holy Spirit.” 
(God’s Purpose for the Charismatic Renewal, pp. 7-9)

The charism of tongues is one of the many gifts given to us by the 
Holy Spirit. Romans 8:26 says: “the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for 
we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes 
for us with sighs too deep for words.” Praying in the Spirit makes us 
more aware of the Person of God. “... God ... uses manifold ways to show 
his glory, and his deep love for us.” (Two Experiences of the Charism of 
Tongues, pp. 10-11)

“God desires renewal in His Church.” May we 
be filled with the Holy Spirit as we experience a 

profound renewal in the Eucharist.

Sister Catherine Flores, DLJC

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal 
life, and I will raise him on the last day. For my flesh is life, and I will raise him on the last day. For my flesh is 

true food, and my blood is true drink.true food, and my blood is true drink.  
(John 6:54-55)(John 6:54-55)



Mother Lucy Lukasiewicz, DLJC
Superior GeneralSuperior General

A Note FromA Note From
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Dear Friends in Jesus,

Blessings in Jesus Christ!

In reflecting on the gift of the Holy Spirit, I am in awe of what God 
is doing.  With an openness of the heart, God can do mighty things.  
God can move mountains and heal hearts that are broken.  

Recently our Sisters returned from a Steubenville Youth 
Conference and were amazed at how the young people responded to 
all the graces of that weekend. Lives were changed and hearts were 
touched forever. While I was at a car wash in Amarillo, a priest from 
our diocese came up to me. He had just returned from a different 
Steubenville conference. He was so excited about the conference and 
was sharing the same thing about the impact of the conference to the 
young people and himself. God is moving!

That very day, a Sister and I prayed with a salesman. He hadn’t 
been to church in a while. With misty eyes, he said that he really 
needed that prayer. As God touched his heart he was visibly moved.   

As we are attentive to the Spirit, we will see the glory of God 
manifested in our daily lives.  Even in the mundane!

God bless,

	 Mother Lucy

LOVE
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Every third summer, the Catholic 
lectionary provides a series of 
readings for Sunday Mass from 

the sixth chapter of the Gospel of 
John. This is the magnificently crafted 
chapter in which the evangelist’s 
Eucharistic theology is most fully 
presented. It is a curiosity of John’s 
Gospel that the Last Supper scene 
includes no “institution narrative,” 
which is to say, the account of what 
Jesus did with the bread and cup the 
night before he died. But as many 
scholars have indicated, the Eucharist 
is a theme that runs right through 
the entirety of the Gospel and which 
finds richest expression in the famous 
chapter six. 

I won’t focus in this essay on the 
great issue of the real presence—“My 
flesh is real food and my blood real 
drink”—but rather on the more general 
matter of spiritual nourishment. A 
few months ago, I spent a week in 
the hospital recovering from surgery, 
and for about three days, I was not 

permitted to eat any solid food. What 
amazed me was how rapidly my body 
shrank. The muscles of my arms 
and legs began quickly—and rather 
alarmingly—to atrophy, and it proved 
difficult even to cross the room and 
sit up in a chair. Almost twenty years 
ago, I undertook, with a good friend 
of mine, a bicycle trip from Paris to 
Rome, covering about seventy miles 
a day. We really pushed ourselves to 
the limit. One day, somewhere in the 
south of France, after about five hours 
of pedaling, I hit the wall. Though I 
had heard of this phenomenon, I had 
never experienced it before. When 
you hit the wall, you don’t gradually 
slow down or calmly realize that you 
have to take a rest; you just stop, your 
body simply unable to go on. 

May I suggest that these 
examples are very exact analogies 
to spiritual health and spiritual 
nourishment? Without food, the body 
quickly collapses; without spiritual 
food, the soul atrophies. It really is as 

Why You Need Spiritual Food

by Bishop Robert Barron
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simple as that. Though materialists of 
all stripes want to deny it, there is a 
dimension of the human person that 
goes beyond the merely physical, a 
dynamism that connects him or her 
with God. Classically, this link to the 
eternal is called the soul. (We oughtn’t 
to construe this, by the way, in the 
Cartesian manner, as though the soul 
is imprisoned by the body. Rather, 
we ought to follow Thomas 
Aquinas who said, “the 
soul is in the body, 
not as contained by 
it, but containing 
it.”)

What the 
soul requires for 
nou r i sh me nt 
is the divine 
life or what the 
spiritual masters 
call “grace.” It is 
of this sustenance 
that Jesus speaks in 
John 6: “Do not work 
for food that perishes 
but for the food that endures 
for eternal life.” Most people are at 
least inchoately aware of the soul 
and its hunger, but they feed it with 
insufficient food: wealth, pleasure, 
power, and honor. All of these are 
good in themselves, but none of them 
is designed to satisfy the longing of the 
soul. And this is precisely why some 
of the wealthiest, most famous, and 
accomplished people in our society 
are dying of spiritual starvation. 

So where and how do we find 
the divine life? First, I would suggest, 
through prayer. The soul wants to 
pray every day, to speak to God and 

to listen to him. So we should spend 
time before the Blessed Sacrament, 
pray the rosary, do the Stations of the 
Cross, read the Bible in a meditative 
spirit, confess our sins, and above all, 
go to Mass. A second way in which 
we encounter grace is through serious 
spiritual reading. One of the principal 
marks of an engaged Catholic is the 

faithful reading of spiritual and 
theological books. Most 

of us fill our minds 
with junk; but the 

mind, the soul, 
wants to be filled 
with the lofty 
things of God. 
Why have so 
many Catholic 
b o o k s t o r e s 
faded away? 
B e c a u s e 

Catholics have 
stopped taking 

spiritual reading 
seriously. A third way to 

feed the soul is to practice 
the corporal and spiritual works 

of mercy. If you are spiritually hungry, 
feed the physically hungry, give drink 
to the thirsty, counsel the doubtful, 
visit the sick and imprisoned, pray for 
the living and the dead. You’ll find that 
the more you empty yourself in love, 
the more satisfied your soul will feel. 

Finally, and most importantly, 
you can receive the Eucharist 
regularly. In his discourse on the 
Eucharist in John 6, Jesus says, “I am 
the bread of life; whoever comes to 
me will never hunger, and whoever 
believes in me will never thirst.” The 
divine life is found, par excellence, in 
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the transfigured bread and wine of 
the Eucharist. Aquinas said that the 
other sacraments contain the virtus 
Christi (the power of Christ) but that 
the Eucharist contains ipse Christus 
(Christ himself). What the soul is 
hungry for, finally, is the person of 
Jesus, the body and blood of Christ. 
Without feeding regularly on that 
food, the soul will atrophy.

Why are so many Catholics 

feeling lost today? Well, 75% of them 
stay away from the Mass and the 
Eucharist on a regular basis. This is 
not rocket science: if you want to be 
healthy spiritually, you’ve got to eat!

Reprinted with permission from 
Word on Fire ◆ August 4, 2015

https://www.wordonfire.org/articles/
barron/why-you-need-spiritual-food/

(Continued from p. 9)
and power, including gifts and 
graces, to act effectively in that 
area. Such a result should not 
be confused with the style or 
approach of the charismatic 
movement, which commonly is 
helpful, but is simply a means.
There are many more scripture 

passages that could be added to the 

ones cited in the book. They can 
be used for further study or just to 
see where the points made here are 
further substantiated in scripture.

Reprinted with permission from  
Living Bulwark 

https://livingbulwark.net/gods-
purpose-for-charismatic-spirituality/

April 29, 2024
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This article is the Introduction to 
Stephen B. Clark’s book: Charismatic 
Spirituality, The Work of the Holy 
Spirit in Scripture and Practice, 
published in 2004. To download a pdf 
of the book go to https://livingbulwark.
net

In our times the work of the Holy 
Spirit has become a notable 
center of attention. This has partly 

occurred because of the Pentecostal 
Movement and the Charismatic 
Renewal, but the concern has 
extended into most sectors of the 
Christian people.

Many explanations for this 
have been given. Perhaps the most 
compelling is connected to the 
weakening of the institutional and 
societal or cultural supports for 
Christian life due to the changes 
in modern society. As a result of 
this change in the societal status of 
Christianity many Christians are 

looking to the Lord in a new way 
to re-establish his people and give 
them a renewed, spiritually stronger 
foundation through the work of the 
Holy Spirit.

“The work of the Holy Spirit” 
is a phrase that simply means “what 
the Holy Spirit does”. It is commonly 
used to refer to what he does in the 
redemption of the human race by 
making it possible for people to live 
the life God intends for them, rather 
than what he did to create the world 
(Gen 1:2) and to sustain it (Ps 104:27-
30). It primarily refers, then, to what 
he does in human beings who have 
faith in Christ — what he does both 
corporately and individually. The 
Holy Spirit is God himself, entering 
into human life and enabling human 
beings who believe the gospel to live 
in a way that they could not live by 
their own power. Those who have the 
Holy Spirit at work in them, then, can 
have true spiritual life.

by Steve Clarkby Steve Clark

God’s Purpose for the 
Charismatic Renewal Spirituality
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“Spiritual life” can be understood 
in a New Age way as well as in a 
primarily psychological way (e.g., 
“Jungian spirituality”). In both these 
meanings, it refers to a life that human 
beings can attain by realizing certain 
powers latent in themselves. However, 
by “spiritual life” or “life of the Spirit” 
we mean the life that the Holy Spirit 
gives. True spiritual life, then, is the 
life that is produced by the Holy Spirit 
working in us. In order, however, to 
realize the full benefits of that life, we 
need to have a charismatic spirituality.

We now are heirs to a certain use 
of the word “charismatic”. It refers to 
whatever people think of as connected 
to the Charismatic Movement or 
Charismatic Renewal — good, bad 
and indifferent. Those of us who were 
involved in the beginnings of the 
Charismatic Renewal, however, did 
not think of ourselves as beginning a 
movement. Rather, we simply believed 
that we were re-discovering the work 
of the Holy Spirit in a new way, one 
that allowed us to experience results 
we had not experienced previously. 
That re-discovery was centered 
around what was called “expectant 

faith”, the faith that the Lord will do 
what he said he would do — and 
what he did for the first Christians 
— if we take him at his word.

Probably everyone familiar 
with the Charismatic Renewal 
movement would agree that it has 
been concerned with “baptism in 
the Spirit” and “spiritual gifts”. In the 
early days of the movement, these 
were the two most common topics 
of discussion and seemed to define 
the renewal itself. But there is a more 

helpful way of defining “charismatic 
renewal”. “Charismatic renewal” is 
best understood as a renewal in the 
work of the Holy Spirit, the whole 
work of the Holy Spirit. That work 
includes baptism in the Spirit and 
spiritual gifts, but they can only be 
understood well in the context of 
the complete work of the Holy Spirit. 
They are not supposed to stand out by 
themselves.

The word “renewal” is a 
very important part of the phrase 
“charismatic renewal”. A renewal 
is intended to renew (bring to new 
life) an aspect of Christianity, not 
to add something to Christianity. A 
charismatic renewal, then, if it is a true 
renewal, should not be intended to 
promote Christianity plus something 
else (like charismatic experience). 
Nor is a renewal intended to create 
a special group of Christians (the 
charismatics, the spiritual ones). 
Rather it should renew something all 
Christians should have. In this case, it 
is the work of the Holy Spirit that is to 
be renewed in all.

(...This is a book on charismatic 
spirituality — how to approach 
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daily life, how to live as a 
Christian, if we wish to benefit 
from the work of the Holy Spirit 
in us.)

“Spirituality” can be understood 
as referring just to prayer life or piety. 
People often talk about Evangelical 
spirituality or Benedictine spirituality 
and mean something more than the 
prayer life or piety of Evangelicals 
or Benedictines. They are referring 
to their approach to all of Christian 
life. “Spirituality” is being used in 
this book in such a broader sense. 
Charismatic spirituality is the 
approach to Christian life of someone 
who has experienced a renewal in 
the work of the Holy Spirit and has 
responded to that renewal in a way 
that has made it a source of more 
effective Christian living.

If the work of the Holy Spirit is 
something for all Christians — and 
who can deny that it is — charismatic 
spirituality is something for all 
Christians.

Charismatic spirituality can be 
summarized in terms of five main 
features. [Each of these is explained in 
the book.] 

They are as follows:
1.	 Charismatic spirituality is based 

on the understanding that the 
gift of the Holy Spirit is the 
specific newness of the new 
covenant (the gift or grace Christ 
came to bring) and should be 
experienced as the basis of a new 
relationship with God.

2.	 Charismatic spirituality should 
help us be spiritual(ized) people, 
people who love God and love 

their neighbor and are enabled 
to do so because they have an 
experiential relationship with 
God.

3.	 Charismatic spirituality is 
based upon confidence that the 
Holy Spirit in us transforms, 
enlightens, and strengthens us 
so that we can be spiritual(ized) 
people.

4.	 Charismatic spirituality is based 
on the conviction that God acts 
in our world to make Christians 
effective in their service of 
him, without implying that 
(spiritualized) natural means are 
worthless or unimportant.

5.	 Charismatic spirituality involves 
approaching a particular area 
of the Christian life, like prayer 
and worship or evangelism, by 
expecting the Holy Spirit to 
make direct, experiential contact 
for us with God so that we 
might receive personal spiritual 
strengthening and added light 

(Continued on p.6)
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Charism of Prophetic Tongues

Recently, I heard an amazing 
account of “speaking in 
tongues.” This took place at a 

prayer meeting in a Catholic Church, 
situated along the St. Lawrence 
Seaway in French-speaking Canada.

The group was actively 
worshiping and  praising God in 
a typical charismatic  fashion. A 
woman, raised her voice above the 
others and loudly spoke what  seemed 
to everyone, unintelligible syllables. 

From the back of the church, 
loud weeping began. A few members 
of the  group went back to see what 
was the  matter. The man weeping 
was a Chinese  national, a sailor. His 
cargo vessel had  docked at a nearby 
facility for a few days.  The man’s wife, 
back home in China, was ill and at the 
point of death. The sailor, desperate 
for her situation, came to a Catholic 
Church to pray for her. As  he prayed 
from the dark corner in the  back of 
the Church, he saw all the French-
speakers gathered at the front, but 
really paid no attention to what they 
were doing…until…that woman 

spoke, aloud in his native dialect, that 
the Lord had heard his prayer and his 
wife was healed.

The parish priest came in on 
all of this and took the man over to 
the rectory to  call home. When the 
sailor reached his family, he could 
hear people crying and screaming. 
He asked if his wife had just died.  No, 
they said, she had not died. In fact, 
about 15 minutes earlier, her eyes 
suddenly opened. She came out of the 
coma, and was perfectly fine! 

Wow! A clear example of 
speaking in tongues that had a 
prophetic and miraculous effect. 
Needless to say, the sailor, his wife 
and family in China, and everyone in 
that little French-speaking Catholic 
Church became convinced of the 
mighty power  of God!
Charism of Praying in the Spirit

One of the kindest gifts I have 
received from the Lord is the charism 
of tongues, specifically “praying in 
the Spirit”. This  is not so much a gift 
for building up the  group, but for 
building up the individual. 

The Spirit too comes to the aid 

Two Experiences of the  Two Experiences of the  
Charism of TonguesCharism of Tongues

by Jim Murphyby Jim Murphy
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of our weakness; for we do not know 
how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit 
itself intercedes with inexpressible 
groanings. And the one who searches 
hearts knows what is the intention of 
the Spirit, because it intercedes for 
the holy ones according to God’s will  
(Rom 8:26-27).

I can remember being at masses 
with Pope St. John Paul II in his private 
chapel. After he had consumed the 
Eucharist he would 
go to his kneeler, 
and slump over it, 
going to a place of 
deep prayer. After 
a few moments, he 
would begin to emit 
deep groanings, 
s o m e t i m e s 
w h i s p e r i n g 
short phrases of  
“ u n i n t e l l i g i b l e 
words”. I leaned 
over to  a co-worker 
and asked if they 
could hear what 
the Holy Father was praying.  “Well, 
I’ll tell you,” the whispered response 
came “it’s not Latin, it’s not Italian, 
and it certainly isn’t Polish!” 

I find that praying in the Spirit is 
a real gift for a person like me whose 
mind is always running. Praying in 
the Spirit “bypasses” the intellect, if 
you will, and allows the soul of an 
individual to be deeply united with the 
Holy Spirit. When fear, or frustration, 
temptation, or doubt assail my 
thoughts, praying in the Spirit allows 
me to bond with the Holy Spirit, who 
carries me through the tempest. 

I’m not so impressed with 
the phenomena, as much as I am 
overwhelmed by the Spirit of God 
who loves me so  much that he 
accompanies me in prayer towards 
the Father.

I find that after prolonged 
periods of this form of prayer, I am 
taken to a deep place of peace and 
contemplation.  What my mind 
cannot grasp, my spirit experiences. 

What I cannot 
see with my 
intellect, my heart 
beholds. What I 
cannot come to 
by reasoning, my 
soul embraces.

When I 
“don’t know 
how to pray as I 
ought,” I can trust 
the Holy Spirit 
with “groans and 
utterances,” to 
help me intercede 
before the Father 

on behalf of  an intention. If we 
have learned anything over the last 
few years, it is that our vision, our 
understanding, even our  knowledge 
of events is very, very limited. The 
Spirit knows how to lead our hearts to 
the Father. 

When I pray in the Spirit, I am 
more aware of the Person of God. It’s 
not so much what he does…it’s more 
about who he is – God, who uses 
manifold ways to show his glory, and 
his deep love for us.

Reprinted from Pentecost Today 
Issue 2 ◆ 2022
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Women’s Retreat
St. Thomas the Apostle, Amarillo TX
Sisters Ana Chiara & Christine Marie Deacon Candidates Retreat, 

Amarillo, TX
Sisters Magdalena, Mariana & Anna Sophia

Pre-Confirmation Retreat
St. Vincent de Paul,Pampa, TX

Sisters Stella Maris, Grace Maria & Seraphica

The Good Samaritan Project
St. Petersburg Diocese, Florida
Sisters Stella Maris & Mary Nika

Lonestar Steubenville Youth Conference, Dallas, TX 
Sisters Marguerite Marie, Grace Maria & Seraphica
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TOOLS (Teams of Our Lady) Retreat, 
Prayer Town, TX

Sisters Therese & Grace Maria

Deacon Candidates Retreat, 
Amarillo, TX

Sisters Magdalena, Mariana & Anna Sophia

NCRC Catholic Charismatic Conference
San Francisco, CA

Sisters Ana Chiara & Juana Teresa

The Domus Summer Program, Rome, Italy
Sisters Angela & Gabriel Mary

Lonestar Steubenville Youth Conference, Dallas, TX 
Sisters Marguerite Marie, Grace Maria & Seraphica
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Mission Mission 
AdvancementAdvancement

Dear Beloved DLJC Family and Friends,

Jesus loves you! 
This year has been such a beautiful year of grace. As you are aware 

we have finished our dream project, Project Emmanuel. Thank you again 
for your loving support and prayers.

The Sisters have started to move into the new infirmary wing. Our 
new Mother House Chapel, “Our Lady of the Angels”, is a splendid and 
holy place for our daily worship. It is absolutely beautiful. We are presently 
planning a better parking space for this new building. This will give easy 
access to handicap guests and Sisters to the new facility. I humbly ask for 
your prayers and assistance.

This year is the year of the National Eucharistic Congress. I am so 
excited that eight of our Sisters will be able to attend. As we live this year 
of Eucharistic Revival, I want to invite you to make time to be with Jesus 
in the Eucharist. Late Father Francis Bagan, OMI used to say that it is like 
getting, “Radiation therapy from Jesus’ love.”

The Sisters are praying for you in front of Jesus in the Eucharist with 
much love.
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NEWSNEWS
DirectorDirector

Thank You! Thank You! for your supportfor your support

AssistantsAssistants

Begging box 
Coffee ◆ Small Suitcases ◆ Digital Wall Clocks 

Body Lotion ◆ Electric Fans

Sr. Juana Teresa, DLJCSr. Juana Teresa, DLJC
(806) 679-7855  (806) 679-7855  sisterjt@gmail.comsisterjt@gmail.com

Sr. Michael Marie, DLJCSr. Michael Marie, DLJC
(806) 910-7855  (806) 910-7855  

srmichaelmarie@gmail.comsrmichaelmarie@gmail.com

Sr. Magdalena, DLJCSr. Magdalena, DLJC
(806) 738-5866(806) 738-5866

sistermagdalena@gmail.comsistermagdalena@gmail.com



                                                    Ongoing Support

You have been part  
of a miracle!

Mother John Marie 
cherished the dream of 
building a chapel to Our 
Lady of the Angels. The 
infirmed and elderly 
Sisters needed suitable 
accommodations and quality 
care at home. 

The dedication of Our 
Lady of the Angels and the 
blessing of the new Aging in 
Place facility are a miracle of 
the provision of God. 

Your generosity made this 
miracle possible. 

Thank You!

YOUR
LEGACY  
WILL ENDURE

Monetary Gifts
•	Checks or cash
•	Paypal
•	Online (using 

a credit card)
•	Automatic Bank Draft

Stock Donations
Maximize tax benefits, avoid 
capital gains tax for yourself, 
and optimize your gift 
value. Call or email for more 
information.

Will/Estate Planning
Perpetuate your support 
beyond this life, while receiving 
significant estate tax savings. 
(Let us know when you do this, 
to thank you and enroll you for 
a special monthly Mass)

Honor a Loved One
Living or deceased. Their name 
and yours will be permanently 
recorded for offering prayers.

PROJECT
EMMANUEL

Thank You!

www.dljc.org  ◆  15
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