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For D know the plans D have for you, says the
Kovd, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you
a future and a hope.  <Jeremiah 29:11~

= T

Every New Year is like putting on new lenses. These
lenses make our vision clearer and better. When I look
back at 2023 (with my new spiritual lenses) I am filled
with gratitude for the many ways the Lord bestowed
" | &/ His favors and blessings upon myself, my family, and
ii-. / my Community. As the saying goes: "God can never be
4%~ outdone in generosity." Looking to 2024, I have a deep
sense that God has big plans ahead of us. It is exciting to see
the unfolding of the year. Challenges will surely arise. That is part of life.
while we are still passing through this valley of tears. We need to be sure
that our spiritual lenses are properly adjusted so we can perceive things in a
new light. Lamentations 3:22-23 is one of the Scripture passages that helps
and encourages me when I encounter some difficulties. "The steadfast love
of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new
every morning; great is thy faithfulness.” Amidst the struggles and sorrows
of life, God renews His mercies each day.

God has given us great and holy figures in the Bible to emulate. It
would behoove us to follow their example. The Virgin Mary is the model
par excellence. "Consider attentively the importance of Mary’s presence
in the life of the Church and our own lives." She was "chosen by God to
bring about the plan of salvation, centered on the great mystery of the
Incarnation of the Divine Word." (Mary Mother of God, pp. 4-6). Likewise,
the Wise Men, through their obedience and humility received a glimpse
of the revelation of God. In pursuing the star, they "encountered the King,
Jesus Christ." (Epiphany and Poverty of Spirit..., pp. 9-11). Let Mary and
the Wise Men be our inspirations to "be active participants in the mission
of Christ" in the world. We are called to "live prophetically” by virtue of
our Baptism and Confirmation. In Christ, through the Holy Spirit, we are
empowered to "testify to the love and power of God." (Fanning the Flame,
pp. 7-8)

This New Year may the Lord give you new spiritual "lenses" and
expand your visual field that you may get a glimpse of His wonders in your

daily lives. Sester Cathierine Hores, DLY(
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Dear Friends,

Blessings in Jesus Christ!

You may be asking yourself, “What is God calling me to do in this
New Year?” In my own heart I hear the countless calling of God to greater
love and holiness. How can I be an effective witness of Jesus’ love if I am
not living authentically the gospel way of life?

I have been reflecting on a passage written by our foundress
Mother John Marie. “The great Sanctifier imparts to us His gifts of
holiness. As we receive His merciful ministry He forms us in wisdom
and understanding, counsel and fortitude, knowledge and piety, and fear
of the Lord. Clothed thus with the holy breastplate of righteousness, we
are enabled to live together in harmony, not only with the people we like,
but with people we would ordinarily not like, though we all love each
other in the Lord” (In His Footprints, p.51)

God promises to equip us and clothe us with the Holy Spirit and
His gifts. So as easy or as difficult as it sounds, let us yield to all that God
has for us. He will not fail or disappoint us.

May the Holy Trinity, with our Blessed Mother and all the Saints
accompany you in your 2024 journey.
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From Pope Benedict XVI's General
Audience in January 2, 2008.

e celebrated the solemn
Feast of Mary, Mother
of God. “Mother of

God”, Theotokos, is the title that
was officially attributed to Mary in
the fifth century, to be exact, at the
Council of Ephesus in 431, but which
had already taken root in the devotion
of the Christian people since the third
century, in the context of the heated
discussions on the Person of Christ
in that period. This title highlights
the fact that Christ is God and truly
was born of Mary as a man: in this
way his unity as true God and true
man is preserved. Actually, however
much the debate might seem to focus
on Mary;, it essentially concerned the
Son. Desiring to safeguard the full
humanity of Jesus, several Fathers
suggested a weaker term: instead of
the title Theotokos, they suggested
Christotokos, “Mother of Christ”;
however, this was rightly seen as a
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threat to the doctrine of the full unity
of Christ’s divinity with his humanity.
On the one hand, therefore, after
lengthy discussion at the Council of
Ephesus in 431, as I said, the unity of
the two natures - the divine and the
human (cf. DS, n. 250) - in the Person
of the Son of God was solemnly
confirmed and, on the other, the
legitimacy of the attribution of the
title Theotokos, Mother of God, to the
Virgin (ibid., n. 251).

After this Council a true
explosion of Marian devotion
was recorded and many churches
dedicated to the Mother of God were
built. Outstanding among these is the
Basilica of Saint Mary Major here in
Rome. The teaching on Mary, Mother
of God, received further confirmation
at the Council of Chalcedon (451), at
which Christ was declared “true God
and true man... born for us and for
our salvation of Mary, Virgin and
Mother of God, in his humanity”
(DS, n. 301). As is well known, the
Second Vatican Council gathered



the teachings on Mary in the eighth
chapter of the Dogmatic Constitution
on the Church Lumen Gentium,
reaffirming her divine motherhood.
The chapter is entitled “The Blessed
Virgin Mary, Mother of God, in the
Mystery of Christ and the Church”
Thus, the description “Mother
of God”, so deeply bound up with
the Christmas festivities, is therefore
the fundamental name with which
the Community
of Believers has _
always honoured ||
the Blessed |
Virgin. It clearly
explains Mary’s §
mission in
salvation history. §
All  other titles
attributed to Our
Lady are based on
her vocation to be
the Mother of the §
Redeemer, the &S
human creature [
chosen by God to J\ %
bring about the
plan of salvation,
centred on the great mystery of the
Incarnation of the Divine Word. In
these days of festivity we have paused
to contemplate the depiction of the
Nativity in the crib. At the centre of
this scene we find the Virgin Mother,
who offers the Baby Jesus for the
contemplation of all those who come
toadore the Saviour: the shepherds, the
poor people of Bethlehem, the Magi
from the East. Later, on the Feast of
the “Presentation” which we celebrate
on 2 February, it will be the elderly
Simeon and the prophetess Anna who

i dovotion
Chirisfian peaple hias
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receive the tiny Infant from the hands
of his Mother and worship him. The
devotion of the Christian people has
always considered the Birth of Jesus
and the divine motherhood of Mary
as two aspects of the same mystery
of the Incarnation of the Divine
Word, so it has never thought of the
Nativity as a thing of the past. We are
“contemporaries” of the shepherds,
the Magi, of Simeon and of Anna, and
as we go with them
_we are filled with
1| joy, because God
|4 wanted to be the
ey God-with-us and
B has a mother who
is our mother.

All the
other titles with
which the Church
honours Our Lady
then derive from
| the title “Mother of
! God”, but this one
is  fundamental.
Ml Let us think of

the privilege of

the “Immaculate
Conception”, that is, of Mary being
immune to sin from conception: she
was preserved from any stain of sin
because she was to be the Mother of
the Redeemer. The same applies to the
title “Our Lady of the Assumption™
the One who had brought forth the
Saviour could not be subject to the
corruption that derives from original
sin. And we know that all these
privileges were not granted in order
to distance Mary from us but, on the
contrary, to bring her close; indeed,
since she was totally with God, this
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woman is very close to us and helps us
as a mother and a sister. The unique
and unrepeatable position that
Mary occupies in the Community
of Believers also stems from her
fundamental vocation to being
Mother of the Redeemer. Precisely as
such, Mary is also Mother of the
Mystical Body of Christ,
which is the Church.
Rightly, therefore,
on 21 November
1964 during the
Second Vatican
Council, Paul
VI  solemnly
attributed  to
Mary the title
“Mother of the

Church”.
It is
because she

is Mother of ¥
the Church that ¥
the Virgin is also
the Mother of each
one of us, members of
the Mystical Body of Christ.

From the Cross, Jesus entrusted
his Mother to all his disciples and
at the same time entrusted all his
disciples to the love of his Mother.
The Evangelist John concludes the
brief and evocative account with
these words: “Then he said to the
disciple, “Behold, your mother?!’
And from that hour the disciple
took her to his own home” (Jn 19:
27). This is the [English] translation
of the Greek text “ei? t? A—d?a”, he
welcomed her into his own reality, his
own existence. Thus, she is part of his
life and the two lives penetrate each

6 ¢ Praise Him! January/February 2024

other. And this acceptance of her (ei?
t? A—d?a) in his own life is the Lord’s
testament. Therefore, at the supreme
moment of the fulfilment of his
messianic mission, Jesus bequeathes
as a precious inheritance to each one
of his disciples his own Mother, the
Virgin Mary.

Dear brothers and
sisters, in these first
days of the year,
we are invited
to consider
attentively  the
importance
of Mary’s
presence  in
the life of the
Church and in
our own lives.
Let us entrust
ourselves to her
so that she may
guide our steps in
this new period of
time which the Lord
gives us to live, and help

us to be authentic friends of
his Son and thus also courageous
builders of his Kingdom in the world,
a Kingdom of light and truth. May the
new year, which began under the sign
of the Virgin Mary, bring us a deeper
awareness of her motherly presence
so that, sustained and comforted
by the Virgin's protection, we may
contemplate the Face of her Son Jesus
with new eyes and walk more quickly
on the paths of good.
]

Reprinted from
CatholicSaints.Info Blog



rophetic action by it's very
P definition is putting into action

the saving plan of God through

the power of the Holy Spirit.

The grace flowing from the
baptism in the Holy Spirit gives
witness to the actions of God revealed
through the actions of humankind.
Catholiclay menand women, by virtue
of their baptism and confirmation are
empowered in Christ through the
Holy Spirit, to be active participants
in the mission of Christ to bring the
love of God to every person God has
created.

In very simple terms before
the Second Vatican Council the
Church had a distinctive hierarchy
clearly defined between that of the
bishop/priest/ religious and the laity.
Historically the voice of the laity in
the Roman Catholic tradition has
been silent. Lack of education resulted
in most lay people taking a passive
role within the Church. During the
Second Vatican Council the voice of

?zmm‘ng the Flame [hrough ?ropﬁetic Action:
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by Ann Brereton

the Holy Spirit resounded loudly and
clearly in this regard, and as a result
the laity were exhorted to participate
in the evangelising mission of the
Church.

We're living in a time when the
active engagement and integration of
the laity is opening at many levels and
in many dimensions of Church life.
St. Paul tells us that we are all part of
the one body. No one person is more
important than the other, no position
of greater value than the other (1 Cor
12:12-31). All are necessary, and the
more integrated the Church becomes
in this regard the more she will reflect
the fullness and love of God. St. John
Paul II expressed in Christifideles
Laici, the laity are “untiring labourers
who work in the Lord's vineyard.
Confident and steadfast through
the power of God's grace, these are
the humble yet great builders of the
kingdom of God in history”.

A 'history'in which we are invited
to be active participants. The time

www.dljc.org « 7



of passivity is over! St. Paul exhorts
“For God did not give us a spirit of
cowardice, but rather a spirit of power
and of love and of self-discipline” (2
Tim 1:7). We must be cautious not
to limit our understanding of power
and love. We can, mistakenly, think
that for an act to be powerful, it must
be sensational. The spirit of power is
not only expressed through exercising

go home and forget that God has

spoken to us and therefore never act.
Jesus lived prophetically. He
moved and lived and had His being in
the Power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit was continually active even
when Jesus was not aware of it (Mk
5:30-31). There was no sin, no €go, no
fear within Jesus to block the power
of the Holy Spirit 'moving where and
how he willed' it

the charisms in

1 Cor 12:1-12. J
Power calls forth
to loving action

The laity are
“untiring labourers

simply happened.
Through the grace
of God, even with

the prophetic i our fallen nature,
voice of God - a who work in the the Holy Spirit
Yoice s0 needed Lord’s vineyard. desires t.o live
in this world . prophetically,
of scepticism, Confldent and and so to use us
individualism Steadfast through the to testify to the
and fear. This love and power of

loving action can
be found in the
simple smile, the
loving word, the
helpful act offered
to acquaintances
and strangers, as

power of God’s grace,
these are the humble
yet great builders of

the kingdom of God
in history”.

God.
Within
the Charismatic
dimension of
the Church
this power, this
move of the

well as to those h
we love. What makes these simple
acts so powerful is that they were
activated through the promptings of
the Holy Spirit.

From the beginning of the
scriptures, God used the voice of the
Prophets to reveal His plan. These
men and women prayed, listened,
discerned, waited (sometimes in
fear and trembling) and then acted
regardless of the cost. Unfortunately
we can limit our prophetic gifting
to the 1 % hours spent at a prayer
meeting. We pray, listen, thank God,
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Holy Spirit has
endless, exciting possibilities. Our
co-operation with the graces received
through the baptism in the Holy
Spirit means a new world had been
opened to us, through us and in us
for the good of the whole Church and
the world. We must keep fanning the
flame.

Reprinted from ICCRS Newsletter
Vol XXXX, Number 5
October-November 2014



by Sister Marguerlte Marie Waghorn, DLJC
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aint Paul states, "Ever since
Sthe creation of the world his

invisible nature, namely, his
eternal power and deity, has been
clearly perceived in the things that
have been made." (Rom 1:20) God
does not play hide and seek with
us. Rather, God wants us to know
Him, so He manifests Himself to the
world in a variety of ways, one being
creation itself. This is clearly shown in
Saint Matthew's account of the Wise
men and in the liturgical celebration
of Epiphany, which concludes the
season of Christmas.

Epiphany means "to manifest."
Creationlifted its voice and manifested
the coming of Christ through a star
that sparked the hearts of the Wise
men. They sought the universal king
about whom was spoken and written
about. God used the humble Wise men
to lead them away from darkness into
the light, Jesus Christ. They obeyed
the promptings and encountered
the King, Jesus Christ. We can learn

. ;ﬁ A l?,

what Jesus would later proclaim in
the Sermon on the Mount: "Blessed
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven." (Mt 5:3)

The Essence of Poverty of Spirit

What is the heart of being poor
in the spirit? Saint Paul brings us to
the very heart of poverty of spirit:
“Though he was rich, for your sake he
became poor, so that by his poverty
you might become rich." (2 Cor 8:9)
The core of poverty of spirit is total
dependence on and complete trust in
the Father. The two essential attitudes
are humility and trust, which enables
the heart to be moved by God.

What is humility? Humility has
been generally taken to mean being
self deprecating, a door mat, or
basically weakness. This is quite far
from what the Church teaches about
humiliy. Saint Thomas Aquinas wrote,

"The reason why Christ chiefly
proposed humility to us, was
because it especially removes
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the obstacle to man's spiritual
welfare consisting in man's
aiming at heavenly and spiritual
things, in which he is hindered
by striving to become great in
earthly things. ... Thus humility is,
as it were, a disposition to man's
untrammeled access to spiritual
and divine goods." (Summa
Theologica, II-11 Q. 161. a. 5)
Humility leads man to deep freedom
—freedom from self preocupation that
hampers man from freely recieving
and giving from God's goodness. This
freedom enables us to rest in all of
who God is and in turn, rest in who
we are before God: beloved!

Humility increases our
awareness of God's profound love for
us, and from that awareness, we can
depend entirely upon His care. This
dependence also requires trust. The
poor in spirit trust God with their
whole strength, mind, and heart. Trust
is giving control to God. It's taking
refuge in God, commiting yourself
completely to Him. This aspect of
taking refuge in God has to do with
relationship. When someone entrusts

themselves to another wholeheartedly
they are essentially stating that this
individual is a place that if free from
danger (oriented to the present) and
free from aniexty (oriented to the
future). Trust is being established in
whom you take refuge. With this in
mind, God is the surest place to put
your entire trust.

The Wise Men & Poverty of Spirit

Who are these Wise men and
what do they teach us in regard to
poverty of spirit? Those who have
researched this question state that they
were Gentiles—astronomers from
Mesopotamia. Saint Matthew could
have simply stated that these men
were Gentiles. But he also states that
they were wise, which is an important
fact caught by Pope Benedict XVI.

In his homily for the solemnity
of Epiphany in 2012, he explains that
we cannot simply state they were
scientists, particularly in the field
of astronomy. That would not have
been enough to impel them to search.
Pope Benedict XVI goes on to give
characteristics of these men:
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"They wanted to understand
what being human was all about.
...They were men with restless
hearts ... They were men in search
of the promise, in search of God.
And they were watchful men,
capable of reading God’s signs,
his soft and penetrating language.
But they were also courageous,
yet humble..."
Saint Matthew in stating that they
were wise is also stating that they are
men who embodied poverty of spirit.
In humility, they searched for their
true freedom by setting aside their
own truths for the Truth. In trust, they
set out in search of the true King by

means of an astronomical phenomon.
In humility and trust, they were
moved by divine grace that led them
to prostrate themselves - an act of
total abandonment and entrustment -
before the Christ.

Like the Wise men, let uslay aside
all that would hinder us from being
open and receptive to the spiritual
and divine goods that God gives to
us. Let us seek to grow in humility
and trust, and therefore also become
examples of the blessedness of being
poor in spirit. Let us become those
bright stars for the world, pointing all
men to the true light: Jesus Christ.

r@g were ow_rjgyeaf at sectng the star,
and on entering the pouse l‘[?gy saw

the child with

—

ary his mother.

@ prostmta[ themselves and did —
-~ him /Jomaye. }égn tfjgy o};eneaf their 7
. treasures and offered him ﬂz’fts of go[z[, '
fran/ez’n(ense, and n_zyn‘ﬁ.

o Matthew 2:10-11 éa
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Growth in the Spirit Seminar, Prayer Town, TX
Sisters Thérese, Christine Marie, Marguerite Marie,
Raphaelle Marie, Victoria & Seraphica

Advent Retreat, St Laurence Church, Amarillo, TX
Sisters Thérése & Damiana,

Seek Conference, St. Louis, MO
Sisters Ana Chiara & Anna Sophia
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IESTRIEVENES

DLJC Community Retreat 2023

I A

Holy Spirit Convent, Pittsburgh, PA
(L-R) Sr. Victoria, Sr. Marie Fidelis,
Sr. Rita (Ark & the Dove Administrator),
Sr. Gabriel Mary (House Superior)

Casa Santa Rosalia, Mexico House
(L-R) Sr. Fatima, Sr. Paula Marie,
Sr. Clara (House Superior) & Sr. Damiana
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" DIRECTOR:=

Sr. Juana Teresa Chung, DLIC
(806) 679-7855

sisterjt@gmail.com 2

' ASSISTANT/
Sr Michael Marie Truong, DU
(806) 910-7855 2
srmichaelmarie@gmail.com %

ASS#A’N

Sr. Magdalena Casas-Nava, DLJC »
(806) 738-5866 _
sistermug_duIena@gmail.c9m '

} Sisters. We are now entering the second

¢ Jesus Christ, who for us conquered death JiEs
=] and sin. He is our firm foundation and our 8=

friends and family. | hold you close to my
_ | heart before Jesus each day.

.. Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Happy and Blessed New Year to you!

First of all, | want to say “Thank You”.
It is truly a miracle that we have been .
able to build our “dream chapel” and §
the handicap accessible rooms for our &

phase of Project Emmanuel for furnishing
and making our building beautiful and
prayerful.

As we begin the New Year, | invite |
you to enter it with a fresh mind and heart.
The Lord gives us daily a new day full of §
graces, blessings and renewed hope. |
pray that the Lord would fill your hearts
with a New Hope. As Christians, our Hope
is not an empty word based on passing
things. Our Hope is based on a Person,

Hope stands on Him the Solid Rock.
| am praying for each one of you dear

In the Hearts of Jesus and Mary,

égmifmaw@, boic



RROYECTREMMANUEL
AGING IN PLACE

You are being part
of a miracle!

We have raised the $3 million
goal for the Aging in Place
Capital Campaign, and the
building is almost completed.

Due to rising costs of building
materials during construction,
the building furnishings and
the prayer courtyard, originally
included in the budget, are now
extra-expenses.

Thus, we are entering a second
phase of this campaign: raising
$250,000 to complete the
project. Thank you for your
prayers and participation.

Ongoing Support

Monetary Gifts [=] i[u]
Checks or cash =

Paypal #-21-'
Online (using o

a credit card)
Automatic Bank Draft

Stock Donations

Maximize tax benefits, avoid
capital gains tax for yourself, and
optimize your gift value. Call or
email for more information.

Will/Estate Planning
Perpetuate your support

beyond this life, while receiving
significant estate tax savings.
(Let us know when you do this,
to thank you and enroll you for a
special monthly Mass)

Honor a Loved One
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