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New Year brings new beginnings, new hope, new desires and new
inspirations. It is the beginning of a new stage in our journey as a Religious
Community and individually. Having concluded our 50th Anniversary we
now look forward to what the Lord has in store for us this year in January as
we celebrate our 51st Anniversary. There is great excitement in our hearts
as the year unfolds. Our major projects are underway God continues to
provide in spite of the uncertainties of the economy. God is faithful and
His promises are true. We know that God is doing new things in our midst.

With the new inspiration in mind, this year our humble publication,
Praise Him!, will feature teachings based on the Life in the Spirit Seminar
Manual. We will cover the entire book giving our readers the experience
of LSS in written form. I encourage you to find somebody in your Church
or a friend who might be able to pray with you for the Baptism in the Holy
Spirit, that is, the fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit in your life and the
rekindling of His gifts that you already received at Baptism.

The articles in this issue will give you a glimpse of what the Life in the
Spirit Seminar is all about. The Baptism of the Lord (p. 4) tells us how “the
baptism in the Holy Spirit and fire comes to the fore in the person of Jesus
Christ” as John the Baptist’s baptism in water comes to an end. In Praising
God with Mary (p. 6), we are encouraged to use the gift of praising God with
our whole being and how important it is to praise the Lord in all things. It’s
an “incredible gift” that is underused in the Church. The article Love and
Mercy—LSS Teaching I: God’s Love (p. 9) shows us that the deepest desire of
our hearts can only be fulfilled by God. No matter how broken we are God
is always waiting to heal and to receive us with open arms.

The newness that the New Year brings is for all who
have faith to see with great expectation the blessings
that is to come. The Lord is saying, “I tell you of
them.” You will know before it comes.

%)islling you a Jl’ezu yeaz Jilled with blessings!

Sister Catherine Hlores, DLJCH
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A Note From

MOZ%EF _qucy %u/faszewzcz @S@ﬂ%

bti-p%rlor General

Dear Friends in Christ,

In this year of our Jubilee we have been reading and reflecting
on Mother John Marie’s writings. I was struck by one of Mother
John Marie’s writings on Praise. 2 Chronicles 20: 19—23 was a
Scripture she loved, lived and imbued in the Sisters. The Lord
instructed Jehoshaphat, the King of Judah to put those who were
the “praisers” in front of the army going into battle. When they
began to sing and praise the Lord the enemy was defeated.

The battle belongs to the Lord. (2 Chronicles 20:15) More
than ever do we need to remember to keep our eyes on the Lord and
praise Him. History has shown a time of great growth in monastic
life, as monasteries mushroomed in Europe and Asia. This ancient
tradition of the Church main work was to pray the Psalms and to
safeguard the writing of Holy Scripture. Men and women were
in their chapels and in their cells fighting the battles with prayer,
praise and fasting. Brave St. Clare of Assisi heard of the Saracens
climbing over the walls of her convent and she held the Monstrance
holding the Blessed Sacrament and the Saracens scurried back over
the wall. They came face to face with God Himself.

As we close our Jubilee year of founding, I am strengthened
by Mother John Marie’s admonition to Praise the Lord.

“Let us begin again to Love! Let us begin again to Praise!

,))

Praise Him!
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Excerpt from a Homily of a Monk of Christ in the Desert
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hidden life at Nazareth for the most part left behind.

! t his Baptism, Jesus’ public ministry begins, with the

On this feast the emphasis is on Jesus entering the
Jordan River, receiving baptism from John the Baptist and the
proclamation of who Jesus of Nazareth is.

The work of John the Baptist, baptizing
in water only, comes to an end, and
the baptism in the Holy Spirit and fire
now comes to the fore in the person of
Jesus Christ.

While King and Messiah, Jesus
is at the same time and always is,
servant of all. Endowed with the Holy
Spirit, the saving mission of Jesus is
realized through meekness and peace.
The Lord does not bring oppression,
but a reign of justice on earth, a reign
that is symbolized in opening the eyes
of the blind and bringing freedom
to prisoners. God’s covenant and
promises of old to our ancestors in
the faith are now embodied in Jesus
Christ, Redeemer of all people. In a
word, Christ is the light of the nations.

In the second lesson at Mass
from the Acts of the Apostles, Peter
mentions Jesus baptism as his
Messianic anointing with the Spirit of
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God. As God’s Anointed One, Jesus
“went about doing good works and
healing all who were in the grip of the
devil, and God was with him” (Acts
10:38).

It is true that Jesus had God’s
Spirit from all eternity and that his
being anointed cannot be pinpointed
to any particular moment of his life
on earth. Nonetheless, the baptism in
the River Jordan can be considered as
the moment when Jesus’ Messiahship,
thus far hidden, is revealed and
manifest to the nations, beginning
in Israel. The Baptism of Jesus can
be called the starting point of his
Messianic career or vocation, the
beginning of a new stage in the history
of salvation.

The Gospels tell us that at the
Baptism of Jesus the skies opened, a
way of indicating that God is “coming
down,” in a tangible way. God’s Holy



Spirit is intimately involved in this
reality and a the voice from heaven
confirms the divine presence in what
is taking place, that is, salvation by
God, which is what the name, Jesus,
literally means. The new and final era
in salvation history begins with Jesus,
and a new people are and will be until
the end of time, born in Christ.

As the Church Year unfolds in
the following Sundays of Ordinary
Time, we will hear and ponder the
words and works of the Spirit-filled
Son of God, Jesus Christ, Second
Person of the Blessed Trinity. Jesus

We should freely and joyfully
(“May God protect me from gloomy
saints,” as Saint Teresa of Avila said)
commit ourselves to Jesus Christ
totally and find our deepest joy and
delight in the person and saving
power of the Lord.

The grace we received at baptism
as children or when we were older,
is constantly going to work in our
spiritual lives, enlivened by the
sacraments we receive throughout
our lives, especially the Eucharist
and Penance or Confession. Our own
baptism, which we should be thinking

calls us to faith in
himself, which will
grow out of continual
conversion and turning
of self over to God.
Thereby we enter God’s
Kingdom.

God declares to
us whenever we hear

“The Baptism
of Jesus can
be called the

beginning of a
new stage in
the history of
salvation.”

about on this day of
recounting the Lord’s
baptism, should make
hope in God a reality,
who asks us to share the
best part of ourselves
with the world family of
Jesus’ followers, but also
with those not of our

Sacred Scripture, the
Bible, especially the Gospels, who is
the Savior whom God has sent. We
pray that we might be more and more
be filled with a deep appreciation of
the inexhaustible love of God lavished
upon us in Jesus Christ.

As we read and hear the Gospels
in the coming days, weeks and
months, as we ponder Scripture in the
solitude of the monastic cell, prayer
corner at home or in church, we
should be contemplating the presence
and person of Jesus of Nazareth,
proclaimed as God’s “beloved Son,
in whom God the Father is “well
pleased,” as the Gospel today describes
it. God’s pleasure also includes our
being redeemed in the blood of Christ
and being led to eternal life.

faith or of no faith.

We end the Christmas season
by commemorating the Baptism of
Jesus and our own rebirth at baptism.
We are enjoying now and for eternity
what the prophets and people of old
long to see. The eyes of faith open up
this possibility.

May the Lord help us in this year
already underway, to conform our
thoughts, desires, words and actions
to the ways of God. May we grow to
full maturity as the Lord’s disciples,
in good times and bad, in joy and in

sorrow, as life unfolds each day.
|

Reprinted with Permission
Monastery of Christ in the Desert
Abiquiu, New Mexico

January 9, 2020

www.dljc.org ¢ 5



rl' .-|.

he first thing we rediscovered is the gift of praising God with

our whole being, with the whole body. That’s an incredible

gift to the Church! And for many, many centuries this gift
was totally hidden or forgotten or never used.

I saw many of you, even right now,
lifting your hands or swaying, which
is great! The liturgy includes signs and
symbols. We have to use our whole
being! It’s very important to discover
that we have to pray not just with our
souls and minds, but every single part
of our being has to pray and praise.

For example, we have to praise,
thank the Lord and pray with our eyes
for all the great things that we see: the
beauty of creation and especially the
beauty of every single human being.
Just by contemplating a brother or
sister, we praise the Lord for the
beauty of that person and of every
single human being. Then we can
fight against anything that destroys
that beauty, whether its abortion,
violence, hatred, bigotry, racism or
abuses of any kind because we can
see the beauty of every single human
being. We have to praise God for
everyone.

And we have to thank and praise
Lord for our voice! When someone
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comes up and says, “I love you,” praise
the Lord! When someone comes up
to say, “Thank you,” praise the Lord!
When someone comes up and says
“I'm sorry;, praise the Lord! When
someone comes up and says “I need
you,” praise the Lord!

We have to praise the Lord for
that capacity to go out and hug or
kiss someone, to feel the comfort of
someone saying, “I need you. Thank
you for being in my life” Whether
its my dad, my mom or my siblings,
my classmates or my best friend, my
husband, my wife, or my children,
thank the Lord for that kind of
tenderness that touches you and for
the gift of touch. We need to praise
the Lord for that! Who doesn’t need
that? The comfort and warmth of a
big hug, shaking hands, a tap on your
shoulder — we need that [tenderness]
which comes from the whole being.
I'm sure Jesus did that all the time.
He was not just performing miracles!
He was always going and touching



people and allowing them to come
and touch Him, because it’s part of
our whole being, to praise Him in this
way. Look around and just thank the
Lord for family, for friends, for every
single believer here who is my brother
and sister; for all those who come up
and hold my hand whenever I'm in
distress or sorrow or in a crisis in my
life—praise the Lord! I think this is
an incredible gift to the Church over
the past 50 years of the Charismatic
Movement since Vatican II. It is my
hope that we will never lose that gift.
The second thing that I would

of Seattle. Prophesy that we need new
forms of serving all the people that
are homeless in the streets. Prophesy
new forms of tenderness through the
priests and everyone around so that
nobody is excluded, or, at least that
many more are included.

Itis a process, a work in progress,
and we are slow learners. But we need
to keep on prophesying. We need
many, many more new prophets to
defeat what we do not like in our
society, in our church, in our world:
discrimination, white supremacy,
racism, and stuff like that. We, as

like to emphasize was in

N Weneedto B

Christians, as disciples of

the first reading of our the Lord, we have to come
Mass today (Romans 5P€ak out, to be [to Mass] to be nourished
12:3-13). It says that prophets ofjoy with heavenly strength.
well receive the gift of and prophesy Wisdom and of course
prophecy. It is one of the , fortitude or courage are
gifts that has been in the aga’”“ whatever gifts of the Spirit. That’s
Church forever, but until | s not according why we come here to
Vatican II we kind of to love. be nourished so that we

forgot it or put it aside.
Thanks to the Charismatic Renewal, it
has been coming up more and more,
especially through the laypeople. So
please prophesy! We need it! Speak
up! Praise Him, announce Him and
all the great blessings that you have
and that everyone has. But denounce
everything that is against that: racism,
bigotry,  violence,  prostitution,
pornography, drug addictions or
other things that are putting down
human beings in our society, so that
the things like the massacres that
we had in Las Vegas won't happen
again. Prophesy in gratitude to
God for all the great things that are
happening here in St. Stephen the
Martyr parish and the Archdiocese

can go and share that,
be missionaries of that. We need to
speak out, to be prophets of joy and
prophesy against whatever is not
according to love.

And I think of the Blessed Virgin
Mary doing this, of course. Just read
the Magnificat! I challenge you to read
it a hundred times, but meditating on
it every time: “My soul proclaims the
greatness of the Lord” I'm sure that
she was leaping with joy when she
said that! Whether leaping, swaying
or dancing, I don’t know, but I can
just imagine her. I don't think that she
was saying it [quietly and gloomily]!
She proclaims and praises the Lord
so wonderfully for the great marvels
that He had done in her and through
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her. And she also says, “Wow, look
around! He has come to let us know
that He will pull down the mighty
from their thrones! And the poor He
will lift up!”

We too are prophets of that. We
have the charisma, that gift, which the
Blessed Virgin Mary had. She walked
out immediately and started sharing
with everyone that she believed that
there is nothing impossible for God.
She believed that the Holy Spirit was
making a new life in her womb and
would bring that life to the world. A
new and shocking, rock-shattering
life: the life on the Cross, the
life of loving-suffering or
suffering-loving. She
was not victimized. She /5
said, “Here I am, Lord!” %
She didn't say, “Well,
poor me, I've got to
endure this” No, she
said, “Here I am, Lord.
Do with me according to
Your will because I know
that You will do mighty things
for me, through me, in me, and with
me.

How great is the potential of
the soul and the body of a Christian
who allows the Lord to take over
their whole being. That power is so
great that the impossible happened! A
virgin gave birth through the mighty
power of God. There is nothing
impossible for God. With Mary we
can praise and worship with our voices
and our whole being, in our homes,
our work, in the streets, and in the
Church! A little over fifty years ago,
Vatican II happened. What we have in
the Church is from Vatican II. But in
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my opinion, I say we need to keep on
digging into what Vatican II brought.
We need to keep on discovering the
real prophetic voice of Vatican II.
We need to keep on perfecting the
sanctity and the holiness of every
baptized person.

We have millions of baptized
Catholics doing absolutely nothing
but sleeping in the Church! We need
prophets to wake everyone around up
to live according to what we believe.
The greatest of the believers that have
ever existed, including the Blessed
Virgin Mary, show us the way, that
™, nothing is impossible. But we
N\ have the potential to be
all the rest of the saints!
We're learning every
day! Keep on praising
the Lord, and He will
energize that, He will
enflame that. Keep
on praising Him with
your eyes and your ears
and your tongue and your

whole body! And of course
keep on prophesying, keep on daring
to do so. And the only way that we
can know that a prophecy is coming
from God is if it comes with charity.
The prophets from God always come
with love. They don’t come to destroy,
they come to save and to perfect.
That’s Mary! So let us thank the Lord
for all of these great people who have
passed this on to us, helping us to be
here today. And let us ask the Lord to
always give us His Body and Blood so
we have the energy to prophesy for

someone else to discover this.
.|
Reprinted from Gleanings

December 2017; Vol. XLIII No. 8



Jesus and the Adulteress Woman By Guercino

https://commons.wikimedia.org

ach of us is on a privileged, sacred journey with God—
whether we realize it or not! Each of us, in our own way, is
searching for Him because He alone can fulfill every desire
of our hearts.

St. Augustine wrote in his Confessions,
“Our hearts are restless, O Lord, until
they rest in You.” Now, more than ever
in our world, I think we are seeing that
restlessness and searching. I think
we are becoming aware of that ache
within our own hearts. That ache that
says, “There must be something more
than this. There must be something
better than this” That ache for “the
more” is an ache for true love. A love
that satisfies our every longing.

And so we search. At times, we
may try to fill that ache with other
things - entertainment, friends,
family, travel, careers, worldly success,
knowledge, money, possessions, and
pleasure of every kind. However, none
of the things of this earth - even the
good things that the world has to offer
- can ever truly satisfy the longing
deep within our hearts. I have heard
some people say, “Our hearts have a
hole in them that has depths that only
the Infinite can fill” Whether we are

priests, religious, married or single,
each of us has this chasm in our hearts
that only God can fill. Why? Because
we were made to be loved!

The Catechism of the Catholic
Church teaches us that, “God Himself
is an eternal exchange of love; Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, and He has
destined us to share in that exchange”
(CCC 221) Isn't that amazing?!

Think for a minute, how many
times you have heard others say,
“I just don’t know what I'm doing
with my life... ’'m not sure what I'm
supposed to do” Or perhaps you,
yourself, have had these and similar
thoughts, wondering what is the
purpose of your life. The Lord clearly
spells it out for us, “The purpose of
your life is to be loved by God and
to love Him in return!” Only then,
will we experience in the very depths
of our being, the love that satisfies, a
joy that knows no end, a peace which
surpasses all our understanding and

www.dljc.org « 9



imagination, an expectant faith, and a
hope that springs eternal.

Jesus spoke to the mystic
and apostle of mercy, St. Faustina
Kowalska, and said, “Tell all people,
my daughter, that I am Love and
Mercy Itself. When a soul approaches
me with trust, I fill it with such an
abundance of graces that it cannot
contain them within itself, but radiates
them to other souls” (Diary, 1074)

This brings to mind, my own
conversion experience. The moment
that I was able to receive the reality
of the Lords love for me, in the
depths of my heart and soul. I grew

me. Rather, I was feeling more and
more empty and becoming a person
that, quite frankly, I did not like. I
wondered how I had gone so wrong.

After encouragement from my
wonderful stepdad Todd, who had
entered the Catholic Church just a
few years before, I applied to different
Catholic universities to see if I could
transfer and turn my life around. At
twenty years old, I was accepted at St.
Francis University (SFU) - the “sister
school” of Franciscan University
of Steubenville - which is run by
the Franciscan T.O.R’ in Western
Pennsylvania.

up in a very loving,
close, Catholic family,
going to Church every
Sunday. However, I
had not really made
my faith my own. If
you had asked me
why we stand, sit, and
kneel at Mass when
I was in high school,
I could not have told

A God who |
became so small
could only be
mercy and love.

St. Therese of Lisieux

In my first month
at SFU, I was invited
attend a New
Student Retreat. Even
though I had never
been on a retreat, I
found it intriguing.
Encouraged by friends,
I decided to go. It was
on that retreat that I
encountered the life-

you. I didn’t really have
a relationship with the Lord. I asked
Him for help when I needed things. I
went to Church because “that’s what
good people do”. That was the extent of
my love for the Lord. So, when I went
away to a large, secular university,
it wasn't long before I got swept up
into a culture that says, “Youre an
adult now, you can do whatever feels
good to you and no one can tell you
otherwise!”

Soon, I realized that all of the
parties, skipping Church on Sundays
and classes during the week, dating,
and sporting events were not filling
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changing power of the
love of God in the confessional.

As T sat looking at one of the
T.O.R. priests, I remember saying,
“Bless me Father, for I have sinned ... I
don’t even know how long it has been
since my last confession and I am not
even sure I am doing this right” He
smiled at me and said, “Don’t worry,
I'll walk you through it” Then, I
began to recount ten years’ worth of
sins. I was ashamed of myself and the
mistakes I had made. My self-esteem
was so low, I didn’t even think I was
worth the Lord’s time. Why would He
want someone as broken as me?



Suddenly, I started to feel a
warmth radiating over my body. I
thought, “This is strange. I am not
normally hot. The room isn't hot...
what is going on?” And, as clearly as
if He was speaking audibly, the Lord
spoke to my heart and said, “You are
not too far gone. I still love you. I
think you are worth loving. And, not
only do I think you are worth loving, I
think you are worth dying for” At that
moment, I knew it was God speaking
to me and in the very depths of my
being, I knew how much I was
loved by Him.

That moment
completely  changed
the course of my life.
It was the first step in
my sacred journey
with the Lord. A
journey that brought
me to the convent -
to become His bride!
What an  amazing
journey it has been! In
my life there still have been
highs and lows. The Lord didn't
say that following Him would be easy
- He just said that following Him
would be worth it and that He would
be with us always! (Matthew 28:20)

As I wrote this, I can’t help but
think about the three magi - the wise
men - who came to adore Jesus in the
manger. We are about to celebrate the
Feast of the Epiphany on January 8th
and we will sing the song “We Three
Kings of Orient Are”. It is a song that
I have sung since childhood, but have
never really thought about. Today, for
the first time, it struck me that in that
song, the magi sing “Bearing gifts, we

traverse afar/Field and fountain, moor
and mountain/Following yonder star.”
I never thought about those lines
before! They were on a long journey!
Why? Why did they put so much time
and effort into trying to find a small
baby? Because they believed! What
did they believe? They believed that
Love - the Savior of the world Himself
— had come to earth, and that He was
worth everything they had to give to
find Himand to be with Him.

I would like to encourage you,
no matter where you are in
your life today — don't give
up on this journey! Don’t
settle for less than God

has to give you! The
Lord Himself said, “I

came that they might
have life, life in
abundance!” (John

10:10) He came that
you might share in the
fullness of His love, joy,
peace, and His purpose
for your life! He came that
you might share heaven with
Him for all eternity! Call out to Him!
Ask God to reveal His love to you
today! He is a God of mercy, a God
of love, a God of forgiveness! And He
has so much more for you than you
could ever imagine! Give your hearts
to Jesus! He is waiting for you.

Sr. Raphaelle Marie Condon, DLJC is
currently serving
as Pre-Novitiate
Formator and

is In-Charge of
the Sacristy.
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New Postulants: (L-R)
ary (Minnesota), Simone (India) & Alexandra (Trinidad)

Life in the Spmt Seminar, Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Amarillo, TX
Sisters Damiana, Fatima, & Victoria

Mmlstrg of Presence at Denton, TX
Sisters Mary Nika & Victoria
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MISSION ADVANCEMENT NEWS

MISSION ADVANCEMENT
OFFICE
1828 Mustang St.
Amarillo, TX 79102

SR.JUANA TERESA
Mission Advancement
Director

dljcsisters@gmail.com
(806) 679-7855

SR.ELIZABETH ANN
Mission Advancement

Assistant
srelizabethann@gmail.com

(806) 679-4525

Wisk Lot
Meat
Vegetables
Fruits

Pillows

Free and Clear
Laundry Detergent

Fans

Ceiling Fans
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Happy New Year!

It is a year full of hope and mission. I know
that many of us make New Year resolutions and
I pray that the Lord be the inspiration of your
resolution and that the resolution leads you to
fulfill your mission in Christ.

Working in Mission Advancement office
helps me to constantly remind myself how God
has a call and mission for each one of us (yes, you
and I.) Age, sickness or other impediments cannot
come against God’s mission in our lives.

Thank you dear friends for being there for us
through your support and being a big part of the
Mission of the Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ,
“to go and make Disciples of all nations” Mat.
28:19.

We are so happy that we had our ground
breaking for Project Emmanuel. As I write this,
I marvel that we raised 1.8 million out of the 3
million that we need. Please help us to bring this
project to completion. So that our infirm Sisters
will be able to continue their mission of prayer,
praise and evangelization.

I am praying that the Lord’s strength and
wisdom will lead you to live your mission fully this
year.

In the Hearts of Jesus and Mary,
Siter Juana Teresa Chung, DLYJC
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PROJECT EMMANUEL AGING IN PLACE

DISCIPLES LEAGUE FOR EVANGELIZATION

You can be a part of this exciting
opportunity to give back to our
aged and infirmed Sisters by
helping us create a facility for
them to receive quality care at
home. They are our gems - our
prayer warriors who fight the
good fight as we are on the
front lines of spiritual warfare.
Religious never retire! Instead,
our ministry is transformed into
something even more fruitful.
For more information, please
feel free to contact us or to visit
our website www.dljc.org.

SOME WAYS TO GIVE THANKS

You can make monthly, bi-
monthly, quarterly, annual, one-
time or occasional gifts:

Check or Cash
Automatic Bank Draft
Paypal

Online using a credit card on
our secure site
www.dljc.org

Stock donations maximize tax
benefits, avoid capital gains tax
for yourself, and you have the
satisfaction of optimizing your
gift value. Call or e-mail us for
more information.

Become a member of this league
by including our Institute in your
will/estate planning. In this way
you will continue proclaiming
the Gospel beyond this life
through our Sisters and, at the
same time, receive significant
estate tax savings.

Please remember to inform us
when you have done this to allow
us to thank you appropriately as
well as enroll you for this special
monthly Mass.

Cvery gift matters!

Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for
charitable giving. YOUR GIFTS TO US ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE!

%nk you ][OT

Your support!

Make a gift in honor of a living
person or in memory of a
deceased loved one. This is one
way to give a gift that will keep
on giving. Your name and the
name of the person/s in whose
honor you make the gift will
be permanently recorded for
offering prayer for you in this
life and beyond.

You can leave
a legacy
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