
Time to Lay it Down by Peter Herbeck
Presence Not Presents by Ann Brereton
Memoirs: Birth of Emmanuel by Sr. Cecilia Bushnell, DLJC

Volume XLIX No. 6 
November/December 2022PRAISE HIM!PRAISE HIM!

Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ PublicationDisciples of the Lord Jesus Christ Publication



2  ◆  Praise Him! November/December 2022

Errata
It has come to our attention that there were two mistakes on Praise Him! September/October 

2022; Volume XLIX No. 5 issue in the article Sharing the Charisms with Confidence. The correct 
name of the author is Gerry Mader. The errors appeared on the cover page and on p. 10.  

We deeply apologize for this error.

GlimpsesGlimpses

“Count your blessings,” the saying goes. This year brought me 
exceptional blessings. Gifts I would have never imagined. As the end of the 
year approached, I reflected on the manifold blessings I personally received 
from our Lord. This year I had the privilege of traveling abroad three times. 
Pilgrimages to the places that are very special to me. I was blessed to walk 
where Jesus walked and to get a glimpse of His birthplace and culture in 
the Holy Land. Later, I was a pilgrim in Italy. I walked in Rome where 
Christendom spread among the Gentiles. While in Italy I was blessed to 
see Assisi, the birthplace of St. Francis. He is our Community’s patron and 
where our Franciscan roots began. The Lord was not finished with surprising 
me. After waiting for the pandemic to subside, I have permission to visit 
my home in the Philippines. The inexpressible part of the gift is to have my 
Superior’s permission to spend Christmas with my family. 

Communal blessings were abundant as well as we celebrate our Golden 
Jubilee. In particular, we had our groundbreaking for Project Emmanuel, our 
“Aging in Place” facility and new chapel here at Prayer Town. Family and 
friends were able to celebrate with us.

As we prepare our hearts this Advent for the coming of Jesus at Christmas, 
I encourage you to count your blessings. Consider even the challenges that 
you have gone through or might be going through as blessings in disguise. 
Our experiences in life, whether good or difficult are our path to holiness. If 
we try our best, we can always glean lessons from them if our focus is on the 
eternity.

Finally, we can be thankful to God for the 
“inexpressible gift” of His Son Jesus Christ who 
became one of us so we can be sharers of His kingdom 
here on earth and in heaven.

Sister Catherine Flores, DLJC

Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift! (2 Cor 9:15)

Yultide blessings to all!

Mother Lucy Lukasiewicz DLJCMother Lucy Lukasiewicz DLJC
Superior GeneralSuperior General

A Note FromA Note From
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Dear Friends in Jesus,
“For to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for you: you will find a babe 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” (Lk 2:11-12)

We quickly approach the time of Advent. We prepare our hearts for 
the coming of the long awaited Messiah. His birth was the event that saved 
the world.  I am looking forward to this time of preparing my heart to 
receive God. He comes to us in great humility and profound love.  So, 
how can you prepare?  You can reciprocate His coming by cultivating both 
humility and profound love in your life; through prayer, acts of kindness 
and greater generosity of self. 

It was mentioned in Sister Cecilia’s reflection about the living play 
of Emmanuel at Prayer Town, several years ago.  I was one of the Angels 
in the play that sounded the trumpet.  When we did this at the barn yard, 
the horses in the pasture charged toward the sound.  The sounds of their 
hoofbeats was incredible. It must have been even more astounding when 
the Angels from Heaven sang their Gloria’s. I can only imagine how all 
creation responded to that moment.  

So, let us prepare our hearts with humility and profound love for our 
Lord. Prepare yourself to be surprised at Christmas.  It could become a 
wonderful tradition to read from Holy Scriptures, the “birth of our Lord” 
to your family before opening the gifts.  (Mt 1:18 -2:19; Lk 2: 1-21) This 
simple and profound reading will bring the “light of Christ” into our 
families and the world.  By doing this you are emphasizing the real reason 
for Christmas: the coming of our Savior—Jesus Christ.

Please know of our prayers for you and all your loved ones.
In Jesus,

   Mother Lucy Lukasiewicz, DLJC

LOVELOVE
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I think it’s critical that we see the larger 
picture that the Lord has prepared us 
to see so that we can cooperate with 
Him most effectively. He really is 
seeking the attention of his Church. 

Right now, friends, if you watch 
the news and see all the trouble, the 
anger, the division, the disruption, 
all that's there, it can feel like all the 
important stuff is happening on the 
political and social levels.

No. The most significant thing 
happening is God's action. It's what 
God is doing for and in the Church 
right now.

We can be responsible and pay 
attention to the news to the degree 
that we need to, but what the Lord 
really wants his people to do is to see 
what He's doing, to hear what He's 
saying, and to cooperate with all our 
strength with what He's calling us to 
do.

And what is He calling us to do?
Ralph Martin and I have 

reflected on this question on YouTube 
with Fr. Mike Scanlan's prophecy 
from 1980 and Ralph's prophecy from 
1975. In a nutshell, Fr. Mike Scanlan, 
former president of the Franciscan 
University of Steubenville, shared his 
sense from the Lord that the Lord is 
saying "get ready" to the Church. The 
last hundred or so years of blessing 
are coming to an end, to some degree, 
and God is doing something new and 
different. Fr. Mike felt the Lord saying,

"What I have not accomplished 
in my blessings and gifts, I will 
accomplish by my judgment and 
my purification."

So, the Church is in the midst of 
redemptive discipline. God is a loving 
Father, and He disciplines those 
whom He loves. Well, look, right 
now, you can see our own infighting 

Time to Lay it DownTime to Lay it Down

HH    ello friends .... I hope you are at peace in Christ. I 
want to talk about the importance of keeping the 
big picture in mind as we continue to make our way 

through troubling times. 

(Text condensed from 1/12/2022 YouTube Bearing Fruit Beyond Expectations)

By Peter Herbeck
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and battles and division, hatred, and 
disqualifying one another. What God 
is doing in the Church is exposing the 
condition of the heart of many in the 
Church, of many of the baptized. He 
wants us to see it so that we come to 
repentance.

Ralph Martin's prophecy from 
1975 in Rome gives us another look at 
what I think the Lord is showing us. 
Ralph felt the Lord saying, 

"Because I love you, I want to show 
you what I'm doing in the world 
today. I want to prepare you for 
what is to come. Days of darkness 
are coming on the world—days of 
tribulation. I will 
lead you into the 
desert. I will strip 
you of everything 
that you depend 
on now, so you 
depend just on 
me."

So part of 
what God is doing 
is a stripping. And 
if God strips us 
of security, if God allows things to 
happen so that we have to depend on 
Him more radically, we don't have 
to run from it. We need to lean into 
it. We need to understand that we're 
in his hands; as Pope John Paul II 
said, "We are in the hands of Divine 
Providence."

One afternoon I was at a 
conference sitting by myself in 
Eucharistic adoration, sort of in 
the back of a crowd of about four 
thousand people. At a certain point, it 
just felt like the holy presence of God 
was just in the room like a heavy, but 

beautifully heavy, blanket. It just came 
on us, and then I felt the Lord speak 
to me.

And as He spoke to me, honestly, 
friends, I trembled, and I wept and 
wept and wept. Jesus said, 

"Tell them. Tell my people to lay 
down their rage and anger and 
fear, especially their hatred for 
enemies. That's not my heart. I 
don't hate anyone. I need to teach 
my people, and I'm going to teach 
my people how to love those who 
hate them, so they can serve my 
purpose to save them."

Look, when the Lord throws the 
switch to reveal his 
glory, to bring about 
this evangelization, 
it's going to be 
something like the 
world has literally 
never seen. It's 
in his plan. It's in 
his purpose. It's 
why He's poured 
out the Spirit so 
dramatically. So it's 

essential for us not to be shaken, not 
to be confused, and not to be knocked 
off course.

So let's check our hearts. Let's 
check our minds and our eyes. Are 
our sights set on the Lord? Think 
about Isaiah, 

"Behold God is my salvation. I will 
trust. I will not be afraid, for the 
Lord is my strength and the Lord 
is my song, and He has become my 
salvation."

Let this kind of thing lift your 

We need to 
understand that we’re 
in his hands; as Pope 
John Paul II said, “We 

are in the hands of 
Divine Providence.”

(Continued on p. 7)
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In this hub of activity our 
excitement grows and reaches a 
climax on Christmas day. Twenty 
four hours later, often exhausted, life 
returns to normal, until the cycle 
begins again the following year. There 
is nothing wrong in this scenario; yet if 
repeated year after year it can become 
superficial. If we are maturing in our 
Christian walk, our celebration of 
Christmas should become a deeper 
encounter with the PRESENCE of the 
Christ Child rather than the holiday 
we enjoy and the presents we give and 
receive. 

Why would God choose to be 
born as a weak and helpless baby? 
What Mystery is hidden in the 
Presence of this newborn infant 
birthed in a cave in Bethlehem? Each 
year we are invited to enter this cave, 
to feel the earth beneath our feet, to 
listen to the sounds of the animals, 
be warmed from their body heat, 

smell their scents and gaze in wonder 
upon the couple lovingly attending to 
the new life lying within the animal 
trough. It is only the most hardened 
of hearts which refuse to soften at the 
sight of a child newly born into the 
world and this child has the power 
to soften the hardest of hearts. This 
helpless infant represents an unknown 
future of hope. Contained within 
His first cry is a voice straining to be 
heard. A voice with a message to give, 
love to express, pain to be shared. 

In Bethlehem when a strange 
star was seen in the sky and the 
busy town was filled to capacity 
with people visiting for the census, 
how many noticed a little family 
alone and desperately searching 
for accommodation? How many 
noticed an anxious man burdened 
with the responsibility of imminent 
parenthood? How many saw and 
responded to their imminent needs? 

Advent. A time of waiting. A time when the Church invites 
us to enter the profound mystery of the Incarnation. For 
many, preparation for this event is choosing the right 

presents; decorating the Christmas tree; selecting the dinner menu; 
socialising with friends and family. 

By Ann BreretonBy Ann Brereton

Presence   
Presence   NotNot        Presents

Presents
The birth of a child is a reminder 

of the circle of life. While on this 
earth we move from birth to death. 
In the Presence of this newborn 
infant of Bethlehem we see God, 
made Man, unable to survive without 
the assistance of others. To grow to 
maturity, He needs to be fed, clothed, 
nurtured, loved, and comforted. It 
is evident His family provided these 
needs, for Scripture reveals Jesus grew 
into a man filled with love, wisdom, 
compassion, mercy and forgiveness. 
The first cry He uttered was for his 
own sustenance. In time, this cry 
became a Voice for all the world to 
hear and His final cry was not for his 
own needs, but ours. 

As we prepare for Christmas 
can we see beyond the presents to 
the PRESENCE of the newborn 
child and enter more deeply into 
the mystery of his birth. Can we see 
the needs of others around us? Can 
we see the homeless, the poor and 
burdened parents unable to provide 
for their family during this season? 

Are we able to respond in some way 
to their needs and therefore enter 
into the mystery of that cave on the 
Holiest of nights? Do we hear the cry 
of separation, brokenness, loneliness, 
or unforgiveness? Can we respond to 
this cry and bring the love, comfort, 
forgiveness, and practical help 
necessary to calm this cry of distress?

Over 2,000 years ago in a 
Bethlehem cave God was born into 
this world as a baby, helpless to care for 
His own needs. Pulitzer prize winning 
writer, Annie Dillard, suggests that 
this is how we forever find God in our 
lives, as a helpless infant lying in the 
straw whom we need to pick up and 
nurture. “God’s works are as good as 
we make them. That God is helpless, 
our baby to bear, self-abandoned on 
the doorstep of time, wondered at by 
cattle and oxen”. 
“The Word became flesh and dwelt “The Word became flesh and dwelt 

amongst us.”amongst us.”
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eyes to the heavens. Let this kind of 
thing characterize your life now. God 
is with you. Let God tenderize your 
heart to love, forgive, draw near to, 
and have great compassion on a world 
that's lost. 
Pray and ask God to give you his 
heart.

Friends, I don't know how 
long all of us are going to live, but I 
do believe we're going to see in our 
lifetime a great manifestation of the 

glory and majesty of Jesus Christ. 
We're going to see a great revival 
that's already started to percolate. It's 
already begun to happen in different 
places in the world, and the Lord is 
positioning us.

The question is, are you going to be 
in the center of his work, surrendered to 
Him, at peace and running in his favor 
at this hour?

Presence   
Presence   NotNot        Presents

Presents

Printed with permission from
Renewal Ministries, May 2022

Printed with permission from 
ICCRS Newsletter

October-December 2018

(Continued from p. 5) 
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Golden Jubilee Groundbreaking
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“Birth of Emmanuel”“Birth of Emmanuel”

Many people came for the late 
afternoon presentation by the Sisters 
and the Family Community called 
“The Birth of Emmanuel”. We had 
heard that due to poor weather the 
Christmas play was going to 
take place at St. Anthony’s 
Chapel; there was not going to 
be a “procession to the barn”. I 
thought, “What kind of play is 
this going to be??” Whatever it 
was, we were going to be warm 
and cozy in the chapel.

“The chapel” became the 
Bethlehem of Israel and soon we 
were joining Joseph and Mary, who 
were trying to find a place to stay 
as Mary was “with child”. We heard 
angry Inn keepers shout their “NO” 
to providing a place for this woman so 
close to giving birth! Doors slammed! 
The situation seemed helpless! 
But then a cave (in the sanctuary) 
was made available alongside the 
imaginary sheep and cattle for the 
Son of God to be born. All of a sudden 

the light shifted to the back of the 
chapel to a layered tier of steps and 
angels of all sizes appeared! Sisters in 
angel costumes with wings and 

c h e r u b s 
(family community 
children) on the 
lower levels, truly 
made a “multitude of heavenly hosts,” 
singing with joy at the announcement 
of our Saviors birth! Two Sister angels 
played trumpets accompanying 
the choir of angels! I felt like I was 

December 1984 I made a stopover at Prayer Town before 
heading home to Santa Fe for Christmas break with my 
parents. Little did I know that my Christmas was going to 

begin the day after I had arrived at the convent. 

 www.dljc.org  ◆  11

By Sister Cecilia Bushnell, DLJCBy Sister Cecilia Bushnell, DLJC

“Birth of Emmanuel”“Birth of Emmanuel”

there, in the “now” as our focused 
shifted to the sanctuary itself with 
two more angels hovering over the 
manger with Joseph and Mary and 
… the baby Jesus… A REAL BABY 
JESUS! I became lost in time and it 
truly was the eve of our Savior’s birth, 
with the REAL BABY that made the 
scene come alive! Even the three kings 
came with their gifts! It was quite 
an overwhelming experience that I 
remember to this day!

I drove to Santa Fe the next day, 
going over every scene, songs and…
the REAL BABY! Yes, Jesus is for real 
and He came to us as a real baby!

The following Christmas 
(1985) I found 
myself at 
Prayer Town 
once again, but 
this time as a 
Postulant. I got 
to experience 
the play from 
the inside out. I 
was blessed to be 

one of the angels, but instead of being 
on tiers of elevated steps, we were 
standing on hay bales enroute to the 
farm! The weather was cold and wet, 

and the hay bales a bit wobbly. The 
trumpet angels pronounced the glory 
of the holy night with the cherubs 
heroically standing on raised bales of 
hay with arms raised singing, “Hark 
the herald angels sing…”

This time the guests were on their 
way to the actual barn (no warmth or 
chairs). A real milk cow was awaiting 
our arrival, munching on hay with the 
2 back drop angels shooing away the 
farm cat who had found a cozy place 
to nap in the manger! That year we 
had a baby doll Jesus but the wonder 
and awe of the event was still very 
REAL!

As we approach the wonder of 
Christmas 2022, may the blessing of 
Emmanuel come to you in a new and 
profound way. Jesus is REAL and that 
reality makes all the difference in our 
lives! Christmas Blessings!!

Sr. Cecilia Bushnell, DLJC has been a 
member of the 
Community for 37 
years. She served 
in leadership 
and in different 
capacities over the 
years.
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dljc MINISTRIES & Eventsdljc MINISTRIES & Events
At the service of the New EvangelizationAt the service of the New Evangelization

Deacon Candidates Class in Amarillo, TX
Sisters Stella Maris & Mariana/Fatima 

Women’s Prayer Breakfast in Amarillo, TX 
Sister Mary Thomas

Life in the Spirit Seminar & Magnificat Tea in Waverly, NE
Sisters Marguerite Marie & Mary Nika
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dljc MINISTRIES & Eventsdljc MINISTRIES & Events
At the service of the New EvangelizationAt the service of the New Evangelization

 St. Thomas Church in Amarillo, TX 
Sisters Anthony & Marguerite Marie 

Dumas Women’s Retreat at Prayer Town, TX
Sisters Cecilia & Christine Marie

Pre-Confirmation Retreat in Glorieta, NM
Sisters Paula Marie & Elena
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MISSION  ADVANCEMENT  NEWS

Dear DLJC Family and Friends,

Jesus loves you.

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his 
love endures forever.” (Ps. 118:1)

My heart overflows with gratitude to the 
Lord and to you my dear friends, as I reflect on the 
abundance of grace, love and provision we have 
received this year. I am amazed that we celebrated 
our 50th anniversary of our founding. It is 50 years 
of living our mission: “to witness to the Gospel and 
to draw all people into a personal relationship with 
Jesus…” Thank you for being a part of our mission 
through your love and generous support. 

Last year, I had requested your prayers for the 
young women discerning with our Community. 
Now, I can joyfully say that they have entered as 
Aspirants. Your prayers were heard by the Lord. 
Thank you.

Project Emmanuel consists of a new Chapel 
with an 8-room wing accessible to our aged 
and infirm Sisters. This will allow them to fully 
participate in our life. We are grateful for our 
growing community. The budget for the Project is 3 
million. Thanks to your amazing support, we raised 
over 1.6 million. Friends and family members 
gathered for our groundbreaking on October 4. 
Help us to bring this needed project to completion. 

It is easy to donate: just go to our web page 
www.dljc.org or call, e-mail or text us.

Thank you again for being a part of our 
mission.

    In the hearts of Jesus and Mary,
 Sr. Juana Teresa, DLJC

Sr.Elizabeth Ann
Mission Advancement 

Assistant
srelizabethann@gmail.com

(806) 679-4525

Mission Advancement 
Office

1828 Mustang St.
Amarillo, TX 79102

Begging Box
  

Meat

Vegetables

Fruits

Gift Cards from 
Lowes, Walmart & 

Sams

Low mileage 
vehicles

Sr.Juana Teresa
Mission Advancement 

Director
dljcsisters@gmail.com

(806) 679-7855
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Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for 
charitable giving. YOUR GIFTS TO US ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE!

You can be a part of this exciting 
opportunity to give back to our 
aged and infirmed Sisters by 
helping us create a facility for 
them to receive quality care at 
home. They are our gems - our 
prayer warriors who fight the 
good fight as we are on the 
front lines of spiritual warfare. 
Religious never retire! Instead, 
our ministry is transformed into 
something even more fruitful. 
For more information, please feel 
free to contact us or to visit our 
website www.dljc.org. 

You can make monthly, bi-
monthly, quarterly, annual, one-
time or occasional gifts:

Check or Cash

Automatic Bank Draft 

Paypal

Online using a credit card on our 
secure site www.dljc.org

Stock donations maximize tax 
benefits, avoid capital gains tax 
for yourself, and you have the 
satisfaction of optimizing your 
gift value. Call or e-mail us for 
more information.

Become a member of this league 
by including our Institute in your 
will/estate planning. In this way 
you will continue proclaiming the 
Gospel beyond this life through 
our Sisters and, at the same time, 
receive significant estate tax 
savings. 

Please remember to inform us when 
you have done this to allow us to 
thank you appropriately as well as 
enroll you for this special monthly 
Mass.

Make a gift in honor of a living 
person or in memory of a deceased 
loved one. This is one way to give 
a gift that will keep on giving. 
Your name and the name of the 
person/s in whose honor you 
make the gift will be permanently 
recorded for offering prayer for 
you in this life and beyond. 

Thank you for
   your support!

You can leave
a legacy

Every gift matters!
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