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Glimpses

A Note From
Mother Lucy Lukasiewicz,
Lukasiewicz, DLJC

O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,
for His steadfast love endures for ever.
O give thanks to the God of heaven,
for his steadfast love endures for ever.
(Psalm 136: 1 & 26)

Words are not enough to thank God for His generosity to our
Community. My heart overflows with gratitude to the good Lord whose
“steadfast love endures forever.” As expressed by the psalmist of Psalm 136.
This year, as we continue celebrating our Golden Jubilee, we are deeply
grateful to God and all of you who have been our supporters. You are the
instruments that God uses to further His kingdom here on earth with your
participation in our mission. Together we are co-builders and rebuilders of
His Church which is falling fast into ruins. We are all called, as St. Francis,
to that same mission.
St. Francis had a deep devotion to the Eucharist. It was “the primary
way in which he sees Christ’s continuing Incarnation in the world.” (The
Body of Christ for Francis, p. 4) It is a glimpse of God’s kingdom here on
earth.
God is faithful to His promises. We received the Holy Spirit as the first
gift. We are confident that “He has given us gifts to build up the body of
Christ.” (Sharing the Charisms With Confidence, p. 10) We must be thankful
for these gifts and use them generously to serve His people and the Church.
Sr. Juliana’s Memoirs (p. 6) gives us a glimpse of our work and ministries
in a mission house. The challenging task of a disciple is “bringing people to
Christ and bringing Him to the world.” Joy and thanksgiving fill her heart
as she reflects on the fruitfulness of the houses.
Friends, as we continue celebrating God’s
infinite goodness, please join us in praying that
our Community will remain faithful Disciples
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessings!

Superior General
Dear Friends in Christ,
My heart is filled with the deepest gratitude for what God has done.
We have been celebrating our Jubilee in many ways and we look forward
to celebrating with the whole Church on October 1, 2022, as we gather at
Immaculate Conception Church in Vega, Texas. We will be celebrating our
50th Anniversary with our beloved Bishop Patrick Zurek. Then from joy to
joy we will celebrate the groundbreaking of our “Aging in Place” and new
Chapel addition. I believe this new chapel is a prophetic symbol for us as
Franciscan Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Rebuilding the Church was a core theme for St. Francis. What
he believed to be in a physical sense became a deeper personal interior
reality. To rebuild the Church, we must first begin with a willingness to
be converted daily and to be reconciled with our brothers and sisters. It
is by our example of “ongoing conversion” and deep love for God and His
people, that we will rebuild the Church.
Mother John Marie wrote, “The full surrender necessary for such a
way of life will be possible only to one who, like Francis and Clare, has a
clear sense of the need for on-going conversion and for a commitment to
this penitential way of life out of love for the holiness of God. “
Again our foundress writes, “The Church has been strengthened over
and over again in her human weakness by the Franciscan response to the
Lord’s call. ‘Rebuild My Church, which as you can see is falling into ruins,’
the Lord had said to Francis.” “Rebuild My Church.” This is what the Lord
is saying to us today.” (In His Footprints, The Spirituality of the Disciples of
the Lord Jesus Christ, pp. 61-65)
As I close, let us celebrate with the greatest joy in our hearts. Let us
follow the call of Christ to “build” and “rebuild” the Church, the body of
Christ.
God bless,

Mother Lucy Lukasiewicz, DL JC

Sister Catherine Flores, DLJC
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The Body of Christ for Francis
By Fr. George Corrigan, OFM

I

n his Eucharistic writings, Francis expresses a deep view of
the continuing Incarnation of Christ in the world, and in that
vision is an entire way of life.

These writings represent part of
the movement of Francis’ mystical
life from prayer and devotion in
solitude before the cross, to a pattern
of communal prayer and devotion
in the Mass as well as a devotion to
the Eucharist apart from Mass. At
the end of his life, Francis dictated
a document that has remained a
primary expression of his Gospel
vision. In what has become known as
The Testament, Francis says: “…the
Lord gave me, and gives me still, such
faith in priests who live according to
the rite of the holy Roman Church
because of their orders that, were they
to persecute me, I would still want to
have recourse to them. … And I act
in this way because, in this world, I
see nothing physically of the most
high Son of God except His most
holy Body and Blood which they
receive and they alone administer to
others. I want to have these most holy
mysteries honored and venerated
above all things and I want to reserve
them in precious places.” (Test 6-11)
For Francis, then, the Eucharist
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is the primary way in which he sees
Christ’s continuing Incarnation in the
world. It is the sign of the presence
of Christ with the Church in his
continuing salvific role. This explains
the worship in which he held the
sacrament, and the fact that in his
early ministry he would make sure
that the sacrament was not left lying
inadequately housed in churches.
When sending out brothers on
mission he would equip them with
pyxes (2 Cel 201). But Francis was
also attentive to his own “house.”
He wrote to the Guardians of other
friaries in his Order to ensure that
they housed the sacrament properly.
And whenever the sacrament was
being carried any where he would
have his friars “glorify and honor on
bended knee Lord God living and
true.” (1LtCus 7) Clearly Francis had
an intense reverence for the Blessed
Sacrament – it was Christ himself.
And for Francis, the sacrament
pointed to a way he was to live in the
world. The Eucharist was a sign of the
complete self-emptying of Christ. In

the first of his Admonitions, which is
about the Eucharist, Francis stresses
that the sacrament is a symbol of
the poverty and humility of Christ.
He writes: “… Behold, each day He
humbles Himself as when He came
from the royal throne into the
Virgin’s womb; each day He
himself comes down to us,
appearing humbly; each
day He comes down from
the bosom of the Father
upon the altar in the hands
of the priest. As He revealed
Himself to the holy apostles in true
flesh, so He reveals Himself to us now
in sacred bread.” (Adm 1:16-19)
And in the Letter to the Entire
Order, Francis writes in poetic vein:
“Let everyone be struck with fear,
let the whole world tremble, and let
the heavens exult when Christ, the
Son of the living God, is present on
the altar in the hands of a priest! O
wonderful loftiness and stupendous
dignity! O sublime humility! O
humble sublimity! The Lord of the
universe, God and the Son of God,
so humbles Himself that for our
(Continued from p. 11)
were utilizing were from the Spirit of
God. So it is with us today. The more
confidently we use the charisms the
more winsome we will be and the
more others will be drawn to use the
charisms to build the body of Christ.
We in the Catholic Charismatic
Renewal believe that the charisms
experienced in the early church are
for today. One of the roles of the
Holy Spirit delineated in the recently
released NSC mission statement says

salvation He hides Himself under an
ordinary piece of bread! Brothers,
look at the humility of God, and pour
out your hearts before Him! Humble
yourselves that you may be exalted
by Him! Hold nothing back of
yourselves for yourselves, that
He who gives Himself totally
to you may receive you
totally!” (LtrOrd 26-29)
It
was
because
Francis saw the humility
and poverty of Christ, this
pattern of living without
grasping, so clearly expressed in
the Eucharist that he had such a great
love of it and urged his brothers to
hold it in the same love. The Eucharist
lies at the heart of Franciscan
spirituality; it puts us in touch with
the living Christ as nothing else can.
In the Eucharist, Francis saw the
expression of Christ’s pattern of living
through dying, a pattern that we also
are called to make our own. May we
follow Christ after the example of St.
Francis in his love of the Eucharist.
Reprinted with permission from
friarmusings.com, June 13, 2020

that the action of the Holy Spirit
leads us to ministry empowered by
the charisms for evangelization and
service. If we are empowered with
the charisms by the Holy Spirit, we
certainly need to use them with
confidence so as to give the glory to
the God who gave them to us.
Reprinted with permission from
Pentecost Today,
January/February/March 2010
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The Joy of Mission Experience
By Sr. Juliana Gapasin, DLJC
Thanksgiving fills my heart as I reflect
on my experiences in our mission
houses; in Lubbock, Texas (mid 19881989), and Alexandria, Louisiana
(1998-1999, 2002-2005). There were
challenges but the task of a follower
of Jesus to proclaim the Good News,
of bringing people to Christ and
bringing Him to the world gives
unspeakable joy.
As a community with Evangelistic apostolates we are “Called
to witness to the Gospel, [we] seek
to draw all people into a personal
relationship with Jesus through the
transforming power of the Holy
Spirit.” (DLJC Charism Statement)
I had memorable experiences in
the mission houses. I met people who
loved God and witnessed His love and
mercy in giving many chances to His
wayward children to return to Him.
In Lubbock, Texas we carried
on the mission of Jesus through
our various DLJC ministries—at
the convent, then called “Nazareth
House”, on campus through retreats
in and outside the Lubbock diocese,
or individual personal ministry
wherever we were. Tuesday nights
were dedicated to Bible Study and
Wednesdays to campus ministry
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at Texas Tech University. We had
Prayer Meetings or Celebration of the
Eucharist on Friday nights, retreats
or Life in the Spirit Seminars on
weekends. Catholics, Non-Catholics
and people without faith,
came to the house for
spiritual
nourishment,
fellowship with others
and with the Sisters or
for recreation. To them
the
house
was a haven
where
they
e n c o u nt e re d
Christ as a
living Person
who through
His death and
Resurrection
has
defeated
sin and death.
They also came
for
personal
ministry,
to
study in the quietness of the convent,
or to chat with the Sisters about
different things they were going
through. We met them where they
were at. We journeyed with them
as spiritual mothers with our love,
prayers and moral support.

The activities at the convent
helped them come to know Christ and
that eventually transformed them.
Some were involved in the retreats
we directed, so they too could be
missionaries of Christ. They
helped us with skits, music,
giving their testimonies and
as animators. We brought
them to Jesus just as Andrew
brought
his
brother Simon
to Jesus (Jn.
1:42); led them
by
example
through prayer,
reading
of
the
WORD,
accessing God’s
grace
through
the Sacraments,
and
adhering
to the Church’s
teachings. They
were equipped with prayers, solid
teachings, and the gifts of the Holy
Spirit so that they too could “Go out
to all the world and tell the Good
News” (Mk. 16:15).
The Sisters didn’t have to travel
to all the world; the world was at
Texas Tech University due to the

influx of foreign students. We met
people of different faiths and cultures.
Wearing a veil as a Religious Sister is
a real conversation starter for Muslim
women. Most of the time Malaysian
women mistook me for a Muslim! I
look like a Malaysian too! What an
opportunity to witness to them about
Christ. On Wednesdays, we went to
the University’s free speech area and
evangelized through music or talked
to students and gave out Seeds for the
Sower (small cards with a striking
message or a scripture).
Some
students who came to our house
joined us at these events. We also
joined the foreign students during the
“Coffee Hour” where students were
assigned to bring their native food
for a “show and tell” of their food and
country, and then enjoyed their food
and fellowship with them. It is during
the fellowship that we were able to
talk about Jesus. At times there was
resistance but the important thing is
we brought Jesus to them.
I witnessed hearts being
transformed in those who attended
our house activities. Conversions
were taking place; some were obvious
while others were known later. A
beautiful Methodist student converted
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to Catholicism in 1990. A baptized
Catholic who grew up in NonDenominational Churches fell in love
with the Catholic Church through the
Prayer meetings. We usually did not
see the fruit of the seeds of faith we
sowed in people’s hearts. Perhaps,
the Lord wanted to build up my faith
that He made known the work of
the Holy Spirit among the precious
souls we ministered to years later. A
Japanese Scientist/Professor, who was
then visiting Texas Tech, attended
our Prayer Meetings and other social
gatherings with his Filipina wife. His
parents were Buddhist but he had
no faith. He heard about God at the
Prayer Meetings and during fellowship
time. A few years after they returned
to Japan, his wife wrote, thanking me
because her husband and their baby
girl were baptized Catholics on the
same day! Another young Japanese
student also converted. He too didn’t
know God, but attended our Prayer
Meetings and went to Mass with
us at the Students’ Parish. He was
spiritually hungry. During one of
the Eucharistic celebrations at the
house, with then Bishop Sheehan, he
received communion. He was already
receiving Jesus when we saw him.
He was baptized years later. Another
student who loves the Lord and His
Word was on the verge of leaving the
Catholic faith. He felt that he was not
spiritually fed by the Catholic Church;
he attributed the Sisters’ ministry to
him that saved him from leaving the
Church. He is actively preaching at his
parish and has a son in the seminary!
To God be the glory! I am still in
contact with some of the students
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who used to go to our Nazareth
House. They have tasted the goodness
of the Lord. With their own families,
they are following Christ faithfully.
One couple we know are very pro-life
and had been very active in putting
on retreats. Others are involved in
different
ministries.
F o u r
Vocations
came from
this house;
a diocesan

priest of Lubbock, a
Carmelite Priest, and two
Religious Sisters.
In the diocese of
Alexandria, Louisiana we
were deeply involved with
the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.
On my first week there in 1998, I
attended seven Prayer Meetings and
shared my testimony! We attended
those Prayer groups many times,
provided music or teachings. We
partnered with the Diocesan Service
Committee to regularly give Life in
the Spirit Seminars and Growth in the
Spirit Seminars. We also had Prayer
Meeting at the convent every other
Monday night alternating with the
Prayer Meeting at Bishop Sam Jacob’s
house. The Holy Spirit was very alive
in people’s lives, young and old!
We ministered in and outside the

diocese through women’s conferences,
High School/College and adult
Retreats, Prayer Groups and campus
ministries. We also did children/
Youth ministries at Charismatic
Conferences. We had the joy of serving
as Prayer Ministers at the Steubenville
South Conferences attended by
thousands of youth and adults.
Several Sisters from the Mother
House joined us for this ministry.
Mother John Marie joyfully did
door-to-door
evangelization,
seeking those who
had left the Catholic
Church.
Bishop
Sam
Jacobs, then Bishop
of
Alexandria,
entrusted to us the
Jacobs Society. It is
a campus ministry
to the Catholic
Students at a Baptist
College in Pineville.
The purpose of
the Society is to
create opportunities for the growth
of the Catholic community through
spiritual, social and service activities
[and] to foster understanding with
other denominations. We met
regularly with the students who came;
Catholics and Non Catholics, to help
strengthen their faith by worship,
teachings and fellowship. On campus
grounds we prayed the Rosary silently.
The meetings also extended beyond
the campus. We invited the students
to our home for picnics or just to talk.
There were conversions; a Baptist
student (a Professor’s son) who
attended our meetings converted. His

father opposed his conversion, but
it did not deter him from becoming
Catholic. He was received into the
Catholic Church by our dear Bishop
Sam Jacobs. A vibrant Baptist student
from Alaska checked out the Society’s
meetings. She frequented our house
and shared that she was taught at
home to hate Catholics because they
are going to hell. She too converted
to Catholicism! Another source of
joy came when one of our Society’s
members went to the seminary after
graduation. He is a fine priest now of
the diocese, Father John Wiltse.
We also worked with Holy
Cross Parish in Natchitoches. We
attended the prayer meetings for the
adults and Life Nights. Life night is
a time of Praise and Worship with
the youth followed by Mass and then
a free dinner. It was during these
meal/fellowship times that we were
able to share about the Lord with
them. Joining efforts with the Parish’s
youth ministers we evangelized at
Northwestern State University. It was
so exciting seeing Baptist students
wearing rosaries around their necks
and open to hearing the Good News.
I marvel at the Holy Spirit who
continues to bestow His gifts upon us
so we can live our lives to the full and
carry on the ministry of Jesus who has
called us to follow Him.
Sr. Juliana Gapasin, DLJC,
has been a member
of the Community
for 37 years. She
served in two
former mission
houses in different
capacities.
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Sharing the Charisms
With Confidence
By Gary Madar

R

ecently when attending a small prayer group, I was
disappointed by a lack of power in the utilization of the gifts
of the Holy Spirit.

There was little freedom as the and confidence” (Eph 3:12). “…You
leader seemed to be operating off of a then, though you are evil, know how
schedule and was quite concerned that to give good gifts to your children,
things needed to be done by a certain how much more will your Father in
time. ... The prophecy was delivered as heaven give the Holy Spirit to those
though it was just another nice thing who ask him!” (Lk 11:13)
God, our loving Father, asks
to say.
Later we attended an area us to come and approach him with
prayer meeting, where the praise and confidence. If we have asked him
worship were extended and the words and Jesus to send us the Holy Spirit,
came forth after a powerful time of we need to be confident that God
praying in tongues, and the word was is faithful to his promises and that
delivered with confidence and with we have received the outpouring of
power. It became clear to me that it his Holy Spirit. We are called to be
is so important to building up the confident that we have the first gift
body of Christ that all can see clearly which is the Holy Spirit and also are
that the Holy Spirit is in charge of confident that he has given us gifts to
the meeting and we can be confident build up the body of Christ that we
that we are to praise, worship, sing are with. “So it is with you. Since you
with confidence, pray in tongues and are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to
prophesy with confidence, so that all excel in gifts that build up the church”
will know that we believe that the (1 Cor 14:12).
Holy Spirit is leading us and wants
We in the charismatic renewal
to build up the people of God. As we have been extremely blessed to have
continue to be confident the Lord will experienced the baptism of the Holy
Spirit and the accompanied gifts
continue to add to our numbers.
“In him and through faith in him (charisms) of this outpouring of God’s
we may approach God with freedom Holy Spirit. Paul challenged the early
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Christians to be bold and eager to
have the gifts of the Spirit but he also
said to use them wisely and in proper
order.
Paul saw how evangelistic the
charisms could be if they were done
in such a manner as to honor God.
St. Paul never said don’t use them,
but rather he encouraged their use as
a means of drawing others to Christ.
In 1 Corinthians 14, he especially
encourages the gift of prophecy
because he says that it builds up the
body of Christ particularly for new
people. He also says that tongues help
to build up the individual believer.
Having said all this, what is our
current situation as we look at
prayer groups today? There
are some groups who
are saying we need to
minimize the charisms
or minimize their use so
as not to offend anyone
who might come into
our group. In other cases,
some groups are practicing
various devotions and it
is difficult to know if they are
charismatic and what their purpose is.
The more charisms are present
the more people will be challenged
to seek them from the Lord. In 1
Corinthians 14:31, Paul speaks to
the community about the order of
prophecy and he suggests that the
prophets should prophesy in order
so that all may benefit. “For you can
all prophesy one by one so that all
may learn and be encouraged” (1 Cor
14:31).
So it is with tongues, even though
Paul is correcting some behaviors, he

is also exhorting the church to use
this gift. Prophecy is for the believers
who are there and tongues is for
unbelievers who may be new to the
meeting. “Now I should like all of you
to speak in tongues (1 Cor 14:5) …
I give thanks to God that I speak in
tongues more than any of you” (1 Cor
14:18). Paul clearly encourages the
use of these charisms.
We also see how healing plays
such a prominent role in the early
chapters of Acts. Peter and John are
imprisoned for healing the crippled
beggar at “the Beautiful Gate.” Their
response is “to evangelize” the
Sanhedrin by proclaiming what they
had just accomplished in the
name of Jesus. The people
praised God for what had
happened and gave glory
to God. All through the
Acts of the Apostles we
hear about the people
praising God for what
God is doing through the
Holy Spirit (Acts 4:29-31).
The Holy Spirit gave
men and women the power to
preach and teach, even those who
had no formal training but who had
an encounter with the Holy Spirit.
Among them Peter, Stephen, Philip,
and of course Paul stand out. These are
men who became leaders, teachers,
preachers, evangelists, deacons,
prophets and healers. People who
witnessed by their life and testimony
with charisms that testified to the
presence of the Holy Spirit did so with
the confidence that the charisms they
(Continued on p. 5)
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As the Director of Mission Advancement, it has been a beautiful blessing
to be a part of your lives, your sufferings and joys. I feel so humbled and
encouraged at how you believe in our vocation and mission.
In each encounter with our friends and benefactors, I experience
faith, hope and love. Often, I am asked to pray with you and I find that
you have given me and the Sisters a profound privilege to be an intimate
part of your lives.
We are planning for our Annual Calendar project. Our local friends
lovingly prepare the calendars that you receive. We love to visit, work
and pray together during this event. For those who receive the calendars,
thank you for tearing off the envelopes at the end of each moth, writing
your prayer requests and when possible enclosing a donation.
Project Emmanuel is moving forward. We have raised half of the
needed funds and can begin with a celebratory groundbreaking on
October 4, 2022. Please help us to bring this project to completion. It
is a significant project because it involves building a house for the Lord
and for our aged and infirm Sisters. Know that you are in my heart and
prayers each day.
In the Heart of Jesus,
Sister Juana Teresa Chung, DLJC

Sister Juana Teresa Chung, Mission Advancement Director
1828 Mustang St., Amarillo, TX 79102 (806) 679-7855 sisterjt@gmail.com
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Become a member of this league
by including our Institute in your
will/estate planning. In this way
you will continue proclaiming the
Gospel beyond this life through
our Sisters and, at the same time,
receive significant estate tax
savings.
Please remember to inform us when
you have done this to allow us to
thank you appropriately as well as
enroll you for this special monthly
Mass.

Every gift matters!

SOME WAYS TO GIVE THANKS

Jesus loves you.

You can be a part of this exciting
opportunity to give back to our
aged and infirmed Sisters by
helping us create a facility for
them to receive quality care at
home. They are our gems - our
prayer warriors who fight the
good fight as we are on the
front lines of spiritual warfare.
Religious never retire! Instead,
our ministry is transformed into
something even more fruitful.
For more information, please feel
free to contact us or to visit our
website www.dljc.org.

You can make monthly, bimonthly, quarterly, annual, onetime or occasional gifts:
Check or Cash
Automatic Bank Draft
Paypal
Online using a credit card on our
secure site www.dljc.org
Stock donations maximize tax
benefits, avoid capital gains tax
for yourself, and you have the
satisfaction of optimizing your
gift value. Call or e-mail us for
more information.

Than k you for
your support !

GIVE A MEMORIAL GIFT

Dearly beloved friends,

Low mile
age vehic
les,
sets of tw
in size sh
eets,
ceiling fan
s,
fruits, veg
etables &
meat

DISCIPLES LEAGUE FOR EVANGELIZATION

Wish L ist

PROJECT EMMANUEL AGING IN PLACE

MISSION ADVANCEMENT NEWS

Make a gift in honor of a living
person or in memory of a deceased
loved one. This is one way to give
a gift that will keep on giving.
Your name and the name of the
person/s in whose honor you
make the gift will be permanently
recorded for offering prayer for
you in this life and beyond.

You can leave
a legacy

Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for
charitable giving. YOUR GIFTS TO US ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. BOX 64
PRAYER TOWN, TEXAS 79010-0064

DISCIPLES OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

www.dljc.org

For donations you may use the 2021
calendar envelopes we sent to you or
visit our website for on-line gifts
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Moving
Receiving
duplicates
Wishing to
discontinue
Please let us know, so that we
may update our mailing list.

To keep our cost down

Thank you for your help!

