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faithfuliness. (Lamentations 3:22-23)

What better way to begin your day by contemplating God’s
inexhaustible faithfulness and unfailing love. A new day in the Lord brings
new graces. The aforementioned Scripture verse gets me through when
the going gets rough and my day is just not going according to my plans.
A wise priest counseled me that when things seem to be in disarray and
when doubt is beginning to creep in I need to say, “God will provide” At
first I didn't think of it as applicable to any situation. When I pondered
more about it I realized that it is true. God will provide the grace for every
situation, especially difficult ones. How comforting!

God is inviting us to surrender ourselves to Him. “.. Placing ourselves
in the hands of our loving Father and trusting that he knows whats best for
us and will care for us always. ... The most important part of learning how
to surrender is understanding who God is. ... He loves us beyond measure.”
(The Challenge of Surrender, p. 4)

“Faith tells us that our life is guarded by the love of God, who is Father
and, therefore, providence. ... We know that we are in the hands of God ...
He is always present, is moved and cries, takes part, heals ours wounds,
wipes our tears, and bends over each one of us.” (Witnesses of Providence,
p.7)

Sister Philip, one of our founding members, in her Memoirs (p.10),
gave us a glimpse of her first encounter with our fledgling Community
in the 70s and of Mother John Marie our Foundress. She
recounts some of her highlights in the early days and the f
providence of God to our Community. ;

Brothers and sisters, I invite you to place

yourselves in God’s mighty hands. Trust that He will
gﬁﬂ wre blessed! 5o Cuthoine FHores; DL

provide for all your needs for He knows them even
before we ask.
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' A Note

Matlher gy Liinst

Superior General

Friends in Christ Jesus!

Blessings!

We are in the middle of our Jubilee year. Hallelujah! God continues
to pour forth blessings and graces upon the community. Recently we
received much needed rain. I took a video with the sound of thunder
and the rain gently pouring upon this parched Texas Panhandle. What
a wonderful fragrance after rain. Each time I view the video, my heart is
filled with abundant gratitude to God for His faithfulness and His mercy.
In the cloud formation, I saw a large hand. Wow! What comfort to know
we are all in the hands of God.

“Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old;
behold I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.“(Isaiah 43:19
RSV Catholic Edition)

Soon we will send two of our Sisters to join Renewal Ministries in
mission to Africa. Having been on an African mission, I find I am in awe of
what God has done. I am edified by the love, devotion and honor given to
God from our brothers and sisters in Africa. They teach us to see how God
moves powerfully and to have “expectant faith” As we reflect on Isaiah
43:19, let us move forward, for our God is in our midst and doing new and
great things!
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at images come to mind when you hear the word

“surrender”? We often associate it with the end of a

war, when one side lays down its arms, waves a white

flag, and yields to its opponents. If we're the ones surrendering, we
associate it with losing to the enemy.

But in the spiritual life,
surrendering to God doesnt mean
giving up or being vanquished by an
enemy. It means walking the path
of holiness, giving him our joys, our
hopes, our sorrows, and our crosses.
It means listening to his call, following
his will for our lives, and relying
on his grace to do it. Ultimately, it
means doing what Jesus did: placing
ourselves in the hands of our loving
Father and trusting that he knows
what’s best for us and will care for us
always.

The most important part
of learning how to surrender is
understanding who God is. We should
never think of him as an adversary or
opponent. He is our heavenly Father.
He is on our side and loves us beyond
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measure. He is so merciful toward us
that he sent his Son into the world to
save us. We need to believe these truths
because we have to trust, deep down,
that every time we give ourselves to
God, he gives us a deeper sense of his
love in return. Several Gospel stories
make this abundantly clear.

Surrender to God’s Mercy.

Tax collectors in Jesus time
were often the object of hatred and
scorn because many of them were,
in effect, traitors and thieves. They
collected revenue from poor people
struggling to make ends meet for
their oppressors, the Romans, and
they kept enough for themselves to
live in luxury.

Zacchaeus, the chief tax collector
in Jericho, could well have fit both
descriptions. But when he heard that

Jesus was passing through the town,
he was so eager to see him that he
climbed a tree to get a better view.
Zacchaeus probably never expected
Jesus to notice him, call him by name,
and invite himself over for dinner
(Lk 19:5). But that’s exactly what he
did, and it changed Zacchaeus’ heart.
Zacchaeus knew he was a sinner, but
that didn’t stop him from surrendering
to the mercy Jesus was offering him.
He not only welcomed Jesus to his
home, but he offered to give half of his
possessions to the poor and pledged
to repay fourfold those he
had cheated (19:8).

Another tax 0
collector was the ‘hﬁa h
apostle  Matthew. i
Matthew knew that
Jesus was a holy
man. He probably
thought that Jesus would
not take an interest in
him. But Jesus proved him
wrong. One day as Matthew was
sitting at his customs post, Jesus came
by and said, “Follow Me” (Lk 5:27).
Moved by Jesus’ invitation, Matthew
left everything behind, “got up and
followed Him” (5:28). In doing so,
Matthew, (Levi in Luke’s version) was
not only surrendering to God’s mercy;,
but was also giving up his livelihood
and way of life for him.

For both of these tax collectors,
Jesus’ loving invitation moved them
to repent of their sins and surrender
to his mercy. This isn’t always easy for
us. Shame and guilt over our past, or a
sense of self-sufficiency or pride, may
hold us back from even approaching
God, let alone accepting his mercy.

But going to God requires that we
surrender to his ways, not ours. His
way is one of love and mercy. We
might find it hard to forgive someone
else or even ourselves. But God is
not like us; he yearns to forgive us
and welcome us, just as he welcomed
Zacchaeus and Matthew.

Surrender to God’s Love.

Let's take a look at another
familiar Gospel story, that of the rich
young man (Mk 10:17-22). Unlike
Matthew and Zacchaeus, this fellow

didnt need an invitation
from the Lord. On his own,
he approached Jesus and
asked him what he
must do to inherit
eternal life. The man
was already following
the commandments,
so Jesus, “looking at him,
loved him and said to him,

“You are lacking in one thing.
Go, sell what you have, and give to
the poor and you will have treasure
in heaven; then come, follow me”
(10:21, emphasis added).

The man had a decision to make:
whether to surrender his possessions,
which were many, and join Jesus’
band of humble, poor disciples. But
more important, he had to decide
whether to surrender to the love of
Jesus. It saddened him to realize he
wasn't ready for such a surrender, and
he walked away.

This story might have ended
differently if the rich young man had
allowed Jesus’ look of love to capture
his heart. It would have helped dissolve
his objections, and it might have given

www.dljc.org ¢ 5



him the courage to take the next step.
It could have helped him trust that
living in God’s unconditional, abiding
love was worth much more than all of
his possessions.

As for us, we know that God
loves us. So what prevents us from
giving our hearts to him in surrender?
Maybe we doubt that God could love
us unconditionally. Maybe we fear
that if we do surrender to him, he’ll
discover what we're really like and
reject us. But if we don’t surrender, we
won't give the Lord the chance to show
us what he longed to show
the rich young man:
that he welcomes
with open arms
anyone  who
comes to him.

Or maybe,
again like the
rich young man,
we are afraid of
the changes we might
have to make if we give
ourselves to God. What else might
he ask of us if we decide to follow
him? But if we surrender to him, he
will give us all the grace we need for
whatever lies in our future.

Take That First Step.

This first step of surrender can
often be the most difficult. One man
in prison had abandoned his faith
many years before. But when he
joined a Bible study, he began to ask a
crucial question: “If God can forgive
me, why can't I forgive myself? If
I am good enough for God, why
would I think 'm not good enough
for myself?” This became “a turning
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point” in his life, he later said. He was
finally able to let go of his anger and
pain and surrender to the mercy God
had always wanted to give him.

Surrendering to Gods love
and mercy is not something we do
only once in our lives. It may begin
with a major turning point as it
did with this prison inmate, but it’s
something we should do each day.
Every time we come to the Lord in
prayer, we need to take the focus off
ourselves—including our feelings of
unworthiness and self-doubt—and
let God love us.

So each day, give
yourself over to God.
Give him your
joys and your
blessings.  Give
Jhim your sins,
27 your crosses,
> and your difficult
relationships. Give
him everything that is
onyour heart. Don’tlet shame
or guilt make you hold back from
him. Say to him, “Father, I believe you
are a God of love and mercy. Though
I am not worthy, I know that you gave
your only Son for me so that I could
be set free. So I surrender to your love
that heals me, and I surrender to your
mercy that forgives me. Lord, I give
my life to you!”

As you continue to surrender to
his love and mercy, God will ask you
to take the next step. He'll ask you to
follow him and do his work in the
world.

Reprinted with permission from
The Word Among Us, June 2021
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Faith tells us that our life is guarded by the love of God, who
is Father and, therefore, providence.

God is never absent, he is with us
in every moment of our life and will be
until the end of world. We know that
we are in the hands of God, who made
his own the human drama becoming
flesh to save us. He is always present,
is moved and cries, takes part, heals
ours wounds, wipes our tears, and
bends over each one of us.

Yet, we often live in fear. In fact,
the comforting truth that God, with
serene look and secure hand guides
our story, paradoxically finds in our
heart a double contrasting sentiment.
Ontheonehand, weareled towelcome
and trust this providential God, as the
Psalmist states: “I am calm and serene.
Like a baby in the arm of his mother
is quiet my heart within me “(Ps 130,
2). On the other hand, however, we
have fear and hesitate to abandon
ourselves to God, Lord and Savior of

our lives, because, obscured by things,
we forget about the provident God,
or because, wounded by the various
sufferings and difficulties of life, we
doubt him as Father. In both cases
the Providence of God is called into
question by our fragile humanity.

On this slender ridge between
hope and despair lies God’s word,
so splendid to be humanly almost
incredible, so true to immensely
enhance the reasons for hope. The
Word of God never assumes such
greatness and charm as when It
confronts with the utmost questions
of man, of each one of us, who asks:
“What is and where is my destiny?”
The Gospel [see Mt 10:26-33] tells
us that God is here, he is Emmanuel,
God-with-us (Is 7, 14), and in Jesus
of Nazareth, dead and resurrected,
good Face of Destiny, Son of God and
our Brother, God shows that he has
“planted his tent among us” (Jn 1:14).

www.dljc.org « 7



If we accept the answer that it
is Christ, who dwells in us and we
in Him, we are not afraid anymore
because fear is won by our being
rooted in Love.

If, today, we welcome the
invitation of Christ, who three times
tells us not to be afraid, not only we
will live in peace because our heart is
consoled, but we will be witnesses of
his Gospel of compassion, bringing
in the squares of our cities and the
intimacy of our homes the happy
announce that God is among us
and tells us: “Do not look
after you, let your Lord
take care of you”

Mission is born
from the compassion
received by God and
shared among us.
This compassion is
not just saying that we
pity someone. The word
“compassion” comes from
two words (Greek and Hebrew)
that refer to the bowels, to the
mother’s womb. To feel compassion
is something that takes us inside,
something visceral, and this seems
to me to be the only condition to be
able to grasp the invitation of Jesus
not to fear but to trust God. Mission,
preaching from the terraces, as today’s
Gospel says, is possible only to the
extent that it does not become a matter
of organization, but of compassion.

Therefore, it is right to affirm that
the first invitation that the Liturgy of
the Word of this Sunday sends to us
is to trust God. In the first reading,
the prophet Jeremiah states “The Lord
is with me ... the Lord has freed the
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life of the poor”, but so also does the
text of the Gospel, which - through
pictures - tells us of a life, ours,
guarded by the love of God. We read
of Jeremiah, besieged by friends and
enemies angry at him. [See Jer 20:10-
13] Why? Just because he announced
the face of God and has exhorted the
people who listened to him to confide
only in God. For this, Jeremiah is
captured, bound, and lashed in the
temple. For this reason, Christ has
been crucified.
The life of Jeremiah and
-, that of Christ show that it is
~ ), worth trusting in God. It
s reasonable to live this
total  abandonment
and this  loving
confidence. When we
do it, we experience
a deep peace and
joy. In moments of
discouragement let’s look
up to Christ and to the
long series of saints who have
followed him. ...

Martyrs: Exemplary witnesses of
Providence and trusting God until
death.

I very much like the fact that in
today’s Gospel there is also written
that nothing will remain hidden
or unknown to God, not even the
smallest suffering. For wus, “child
of God” is a guarantee that also
discomfort, suffering or, to the limit,
martyrdom enter the design of God
the Father. The statement “A sparrow
does not fall without God knowing
and wanting it”, does not mean that
it will never happen that we fall,

but that everything is part of the
almighty design of the omnipotent
and provisional Father. It means: if it
happens to fall, God knows. God is
within our suffering and we are not
abandoned. His presence is a presence
of salvation, although if obviously
it is not perceived, and even if at a
psychological level does not make
a great impact and we do not feel
great consolation. However, within
a dimension of faith there is the
possibility of living this dimension of
the presence of the Emmanuel’s love,
God always with us.

St. Paul compares
human and cosmic g
sufferingto the pains 4

of  “childbirth” 4
of the whole
creation, j§
emphasizing [§
the “weeping”
of those who
possess  the
“first  fruits”
of the Spirit and await the fullness
of adoption, that is, “the redemption
of our body” But he adds “We know
that everything is good for those who
love God. .. “And beyond:” What
then will separate us from the love of
Christ? Perhaps tribulation, anguish,
persecution, hunger, nudity, danger,
or sword? ” to the conclusion” I am
persuaded that neither death nor life
.. nor any other creature can ever
separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rm 8, 22-
39). Alongside the paternity of God,
manifested by Divine Providence,
the pedagogy of God appears “It is
for your correction (“paideia’, that

is, education) that you suffer! God
treats you like children; and which
child is not corrected (educated) by
the father? ... God does it for our own
good in order to make us partakers
of his holiness” (cf. Eph 12: 7-10) (St.
John Paul II). Therefore, with the eyes
of faith, suffering, though it may still
look like the darkest aspect of the
destiny of man on earth, reveals the
mystery of the divine Providence,
contained in the revelation of Christ,
and in particular in his cross and
resurrection.

The important thing is to
discover, through faith,
the power and the
“wisdom” of the
Father God who

us to the saving
_ ways of divine
Providence.
‘| The meaning
| ofthe words of
the psalmist is
confirmed: “The Lord is my shepherd
... If T walk in a dark valley, I fear no
evil for you are with me “(Ps 23: 1-4).

We must Christianly call
Providence any experience that is
brought from what we “humanly”
call destiny, with confidence we must
overcome our ignorance and with
love collaborate in the redemptive
work of God the Son. May his Holy
Spirit testify in our heart that we are
truly the children of God, and that it
is reasonable to accept all the events
of the “hand” of God.

Reprinted from
https://Zenit.org, June 23, 2017
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t was in December, 1973 when I first met Mother John Marie.

She opened the door in response to my knock. I was greeted by

her piercing blue eyes that seemed to go right through me, and
by her welcoming smile that made me very much at ease.

Mother John Marie began to
tell the story of the beginnings of
our Community and how God is so
alive today and doing all the good
things now that we read about in the
Scriptures. My heart was touched
deeply.

I was invited back for dinner
shortly before Christmas and we were
up until very late that night finishing
what was begun when we met. There
were four women with her at that time
desiring to be Disciples. In time they
have since gone their separate ways. I
began to visit every weekend and to
attend the prayer groups they were
helping in Redwood City, California
and then in Sunnyvale, California. I
bought a sleeping bag so that I could
join them on the weekends sleeping
on the floor of a one bedroom
apartment. There were 7 of us then.

When I joined Mother they
were living in Berkeley, California
We attended the Spiritual Direction
Tract at the Jesuit School of Theology.
10 & Praise Him! July/ August 2022

Besides studying, Mother was very
busy giving spiritual direction and
spreading the Good News of the New
Pentecost. She was like a magnet,
drawing people to her and introducing
them to Jesus. We were poor, but God
provided for all of our needs. She was
not ashamed to beg, and to gather
produce that had been discarded at
the local food market. Her faith was
amazing and contagious. I had lived
comfortably prior to joining her,
but living poor with her seemed so
natural.

When we moved to Littlefield,
Texas in 1975 we continued to beg
and to spread the Good News. When
Prayer Town was given to us in 1977
with nothing on it but a windmill, she
simply bought a carpentry textbook
so that we would know how to build.
We started with the workshed to hold
our tools and the tank house to house
the water tank. They are still standing!
One evening a fierce storm came up
that threatened to shake the tent they

were sleeping in to the next county,
she simply got up and told the storm
to be still in the Name of Jesus and it
was stilled! Her faith in Jesus and the
power of His name was unbounded.

Every building you see at Prayer
Town had her hand in designing
and building it. She was carpenter,
building designer, painter, tile layer,
roofer, etc. She did not just tell us
what to do, but was right there doing
the work herself.

When we were given a long
prayed for tractor, she got right up on
it and started clearing the ground. In
Berkeley we started produce gardens,
continued in Littlefield, and of course
at Prayer Town. She did not expect
people to give us everything we
needed, but did what she could to
provide for our needs. She was right
with us preparing the ground, planting
the seed, pulling the weeds (of which
Texas grows many and big ones), and
harvesting the crops. Then it was
to the kitchen to can our bountiful
harvest. One year we canned over a
thousand quarts of vegetables! There
really was nothing that she was not
willing to be a part of, no matter how
dirty, difficult, or unbecoming.

I had the privilege of being

with her when we opened a house in
Alexandria, Louisiana in 1995. She
dug right in to continue with our
vision of building the Kingdom of
God. There was a lot of ministry to
the youth, especially high school and
college students. She was at ease with
them and they loved her. Age was
never an issue. We continued with our
daily routine of prayer, the two of us
singing the Divine Office, taking our
two hours of quiet prayer, keeping the
house clean and ready for retreatants.
We traveled all around giving retreats
and days of renewal. It was everything
that we did here at Prayer Town.

I had the privilege of caring for
her in her declining health. What an
honor for me!

Mother’s presence is still very
much among us. As a Community
we strive to live the form of life God
showed Mother John Marie and
approved by the Church.

Sr. Philip Ellenberger,
DLJC is one of the
Founding Members
of the DLJC. She is
currently serving

as the Community’s
Infirmarian.
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First Holy Communion Retreat, Borger, TX,

Sisters Raphaelle Marie & Mariana 3 | \ > 3 o E L. Come & See, Prayer Town, TX,
&R ——— - . prdina Chiara
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Damascus Catholic Youth Camp, Centerburg, OH
Sisters Ana Chlara & Victoria

Pre-Confirmation Retreat, Pampa, TX,
Sisters Raphaelle Marie, Mary Thomas & Mary Nika

| i R 1Y

Steubenville of the Rockies, Archdiocese of Denver, CO
Sisters Mary Thomas & Catherine

Women's Retreat, St. Thomas Pansh Amarillo, TX
Sisters Mary Justin & Marguerite Marie
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MISSION ADVANCEMENT NEWS

Dear Beloved DLJC Family and Friends,

Jesus loves you! God’s love is the true and
solid foundation on which we stand. There has
been many shooting, violence and war in this
year. I believe that we are all asking, “what can I
do?” Let us be instruments of God’s love. Let us
"Where there is no love, put love, and you will

find love." - Saint John of the Cross. Let us use
each moment and chance we get to love the person in front of us with
the love of Jesus. It may be a gentle smile, a kind gesture, a listening ear,
or a silent prayer etc.

In addition, I want to thank you for helping us build the Lord’s
kingdom by your generous support. Your faith in the Lord and your love
for us has helped us to keep on with our Mission. Even as I am typing
this note, our Sisters are in different ministries and mission in the USA,
Mexico, Qatar and Tanzania proclaiming God’s love.

A note of celebration is that we were able to raise 1.5 million out of
the three million for Project Emmanuel. I can’t wait to see construction
begin on our addition. You have helped us to make this beautiful plan a
reality.

I want to close this note with a verse from the Word of God to
encourage you my friends.

“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rm 8:38)

In the Hearts of Jesus and Mary,
Sister Juana Teresa Chung, DLIC

Sister Juana Teresa Chung, Mission Advancement Director
1828 Mustang St., Amarillo, TX 79102 (806) 679-7855 sisterjt@gmail.com
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You can be a part of this exciting
opportunity to give back to our
aged and infirmed Sisters by
helping us create a facility for
them to receive quality care at
home. They are our gems - our
prayer warriors who fight the
good fight as we are on the front
lines of spiritual warfare. Religious
never retire! Instead, our ministry
is transformed into something
even more fruitful. For more
information, please feel free to
contact us or to visit our website

SOME WAYS TO GIVE THANKS

You can make monthly, bi-
monthly, quarterly, annual, one-
time or occasional gifts:

Check or Cash
Automatic Bank Draft
Paypal

Online using a credit card on our
secure site www.dljc.org

Stock donations maximize tax
benefits, avoid capital gains tax
for yourself, and you have the
satisfaction of optimizing your
gift value. Call or e-mail us for
more information.

www.dljc.org.

GIVE THANKS

Become a member of this league
by including our Institute in your
will/estate planning. In this way
you will continue proclaiming the
Gospel beyond this life through
our Sisters and, at the same time,
receive significant estate tax
savings.

Please remember to inform us when
you have done this to allow us to
thank you appropriately as well as
enroll you for this special monthly
Mass.

GIVE A MEMORIAL GIFT

Make a gift in honor of a living
person or in memory of adeceased
loved one. This is one way to give
a gift that will keep on giving.
Your name and the name of the
person/s in whose honor you
malke the gift will be permanently
recorded for offering prayer for
you in this life and beyond.

Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for
charitable giving. YOUR GIFTS TO US ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE!

www.dljc.org + 15
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