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At the beginning of Lent I had the privilege of going on a “trip of a 
lifetime”: a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. March 1st, Ash Wednesday, was a 
good time to begin my Lenten journey in the land and amongst the people 
of Jesus. Psalm 122:1 aptly says, “I was glad when they said to me, “Let us 
go to the [land] of the Lord!” Traveling abroad with ashes on our foreheads 
must have been quite a sight for those who do not know its significance. For 
me it was a great way to quietly witness to my faith. In the Holy Land the 
Bible became alive. I had glimpses where Jesus walked and lived, met His 
people and learned about His culture. Awesome! is the word to describe it. 
Amazingly, being a person who is naturally drawn to quiet and silence, I was 
able to transcend the noise and busyness of tourism. Having an excellent tour 
guide was extremely helpful. I was able to enter in and experience a deeper 
sense of the events and places in the life of Jesus which we commemorate in 
our liturgies. The graces of the pigrimage was palpable. It was a tremendous 
blessing to me and I am sure for all the pilgrims that were with us.

As we continue our Lenten journey we are reminded that: “The story 
doesn’t end on Good Friday! ... Jesus has conquered the power of sin and 
death!” through His own death and resurrection. (The Triduum Experience, 
p. 4) Therefore, as St. Augustine said: “Our thoughts ... should turn on the
praise of God, because it is in praising God that we shall rejoice for ever
in the life to come...” (The Easter Alleluia!, p. 6). We are also encouraged to
be witnesses to the message of the good news of our salvation as the Lord
equips us through the power of the Holy Spirit. (Equipped to Witness, p. 8)

As I continue to ponder and process my unique encounter of Jesus in 
the Holy Land, I pray even more to encounter Him in the circumstances 
of my daily life. Likewise, I invite you brothers and sisters to enter into this 
season of grace—the paschal mystery of Jesus Christ. 

May this holy season bring each one of you to a 
profound experience of our risen Savior!

Alleluia! The Lord has risen indeed!Alleluia! The Lord has risen indeed!

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the 
house of the Lord!” (Psalm 122:1)

Sr. Catherine Flores, DLJC

.



Mother Lucy Lukasiewicz, DLJCMother Lucy Lukasiewicz, DLJC
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Dear Friends of Jesus,

What a great opportunity for us to enter into the mystery of Jesus’ life, 
death and resurrection. Easter brings us the good news, Jesus died and He is 
Risen! Alleluia! Because of His resurrection from the dead, we are healed, set 
free and delivered from the grasp of the evil one. Jesus’ love conquers all. This 
is the good news. How great is the love of God through Jesus. This message 
resounds in our heart and compels us to share it with others. 

I had the joy of celebrating the 55th Anniversary of a great outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit known as the “Duquesne weekend” in Pennsylvania. This 
experience of the Holy Spirit upon the group of university students happened 
in 1967 at a retreat house called the Ark and the Dove located outside of 
Pittsburgh. The students experience the Holy Spirit in the chapel before 
the Blessed Sacrament. News of this event as well as an outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit changed the lives of over 150 million who experienced this grace 
known as Baptism in the Holy Spirit. As we celebrated 55 years, what joy it 
was to see the ripple effect of this outpouring among brothers and sisters in 
Central and South America and Europe. After hearing of what God is doing 
in their countries, I was encouraged to ask for more of the Holy Spirit, to seek 
the face of God in prayer and to be His witness of love.    

It is my hope and prayers that as we enter into this great paschal mystery, 
we become the tabernacles of God.  The world needs the witness that Jesus is 
alive and it is my prayer that God’s love and light shines through all of you.  

Alleluia!Alleluia!

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived what 
God has prepared for those who love him.”  1 Corinthians 2:9 (RSVCE)

LOVELOVE

.



4  ◆  Praise Him! March/April 2022

On Holy Thursday, we began 
the Tenebrae service in the morning, 
had the Seder Meal in the afternoon 
followed by the Holy Thursday 
Liturgy. On Friday we had a living 
Stations of the cross as we pilgrimaged 
up to our cross on the hill. On Easter 
Sunday, besides the Liturgies we had 
an Easter Pageant.

The busyness of those days gave 
me an idea of what the Disciples must 
have experienced. For three years 
they had lived, traveled, ministered 
and dined with Our Lord, their 
Master. They knew that things were 
going to get rough when Jesus came 
into Jerusalem for the last time, but 
they could not really grasp the idea 
that Jesus must be crucified, die and 
be buried and then rise again on the 

third day. I can’t even imagine what 
Jesus was experiencing!

Suddenly, things take on speed 
and intensity; the disciple and Jesus 
are still part of all of the activity 
going on in and around the Temple 
for the Passover. This meant every 
Jew who was able, had journeyed 
to the Holy City  for the High Feast 
Days. The city was packed and tents 
were erected outside the city walls, 
that covered the valley and hills, filled 
with pilgrims from all over Judea and 
the neighboring countries. People 
were bringing their offerings in to the 
temple, buying and selling provisions,  
finding a place to celebrate the 
Passover and rest on the Sabbath.

At Jesus’ teachings, healing on 
the Sabbbath and His cleansing of the 

When I first came to the community, we would have a 
very beautiful, but busy Holy Week Retreat. As the week 
progressed, so did the momentum! We would have a 

retreat master give us talks twice a day, in the mean time the Sisters 
were also serving the retreatants and preparing for the Triduum. 

The Triduum The Triduum 
ExperienceExperience
By Sister Mary Thomas Windfeldt,DLJCBy Sister Mary Thomas Windfeldt,DLJC

.
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walked the rough 
dirt road up to 
the hill where 
the cross stood. 
It was a mile and 
a half journey in 
our habits and 
in costumes.  
Usually hot, 
sometimes windy 
and always dusty, 
I could guess just a little how Jesus felt 
on His way to Calvary. He suffered 
so much!  He had already been up 
all night, tried, beaten, scourged,  in 
prison and now He was carrying the 
cross on which He would die a terrible 
death.

At the end of our journey, we 
had to walk back to the Convent, 
but then we were able to shower and 
rest a little. After Jesus announced 
“it is finished.” His Body was put to 
rest, but there was no real rest for the 
disciples. One of the 30-Day Ignatian 
retreat programs has the retreatant 

take the “Sabbath Rest” with our 
Lord, in the tomb for one of the hours 
and with the disciples in another one 
of the prayer hours. If one has Holy 
Saturday off, it is an enlightening way 
to spend part of that day. 

While St. John was the only 
Apostle to come to the cross, I can 
imagine all of them were scared, 
confused, ashamed, dazed or 
wondering what was coming next. 
They would be remembering what 
Jesus told them and trying make sense 
what their Master spoke of in light of 
the recent events. The  Sabbath—Holy 
Saturday was a sad, dark and lonely 
time, but also a time of grace. 

Easter Sunday! Easter Sunday! 
This is our 

hope! The story 
doesn’t end on 
Good Friday! 
“He is Risen! 
Indeed, He has 
Risen!” Jesus has 
conquered the 
power of sin and 

death! In the end we have the hope 
of eternal life and endless holy joy. 
Our trials, terrible as they can be, do 
not end in defeat. If we persevere and 
trust in the Lord they end in glory!

One of our Sisters, during times 
of trial, would often say, “It’s Good 
Friday today, but Easter Sunday is 
coming!” It’s amazing what a person 
can endure when one has hope! Our 
greatest hope, the fulfillment of all that 
the Lord has promised, is achieved by 
our Savior in these three most holy 
days. This Holy Week let us seek and 
pray for a Triduum Experience.

.

and obviously they conspired against 
Jesus. 

In the midst of all this, Jesus 
was preparing for His own unique 
Passover: He initiated it celebrating 
the Passover with His Disciples and 

is My Body, which will be given up 
for you ... ” He consumated it when 
He passed over from this life to the 
Father on the cross; “ Father, into your 
hands I commend my Spirit.”

When we prayed the Living 
Stations of the Cross, here at Prayer 



6  ◆  Praise Him! March/April 2022

Our praise is expressed with 
joy, our petitions with yearning. We 
have been promised something we 
do not yet possess, and because the 
promise was made by one who keeps 
his word, we trust him and are glad; 
but insofar as possession is delayed, 
we can only long and yearn for it. It 
is good for us to persevere in longing 
until we receive what was promised, 
and yearning is over; then praise 
alone will remain. 

Because there are these two 
periods of time – the one that now 
is, beset with the trials and troubles 
of this life, and the other yet to come, 
a life of everlasting serenity and joy – 
we are given two liturgical seasons, 
one before Easter and the other after. 
The season before Easter signifies the 
troubles in which we live here and 

now, while the time after Easter which 
we are celebrating at present signifies 
the happiness that will be ours in 
the future. What we commemorate 
before Easter is what we experience in 
this life; what we celebrate after Easter 
points to something we do not yet 
possess. This is why we keep the first 
season with fasting and prayer; but 
now the fast is over and we devote the 
present season to praise. Such is the 
meaning of the Alleluia we sing.
. . .

Now therefore, brethren, we 
urge you to praise God. That is what 
we are all telling each other when we 
say Alleluia. You say to your neighbor, 
“Praise the Lord!” and he says the 
same to you. We are all urging one 
another to praise the Lord, and all 
thereby doing what each of us urges 

Our thoughts in this present life should turn on the praise 
of God, because it is in praising God that we shall rejoice 
for ever in the life to come; and no one can be ready 

for the next life unless he trains himself for it now. So we praise 
God during our earthly life, and at the same time we make our 
petitions to him.

By Saint Augustine, Bishop

(Excerpt) From A Discourse On The Psalms(Excerpt) From A Discourse On The Psalms

The Easter Alleluia!The Easter Alleluia!

.



began to be answered. The next year 
Tyson came up to me at the conference 
with a backpack containing his Bible, 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
a book by Saint Teresa of Avila and 
Miraculous medals. The last time I 
saw him, he was walking barefoot in 
the rain and praising God. Now, he 
is Father Pio Maria, a member of the 
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal. 

The Angelus was a lot of hard 
work and long hours on the road 
traveling from place to place, yet it did 
help financially support our growing 
community. But it did even more. 
It gave many Sisters and myself the 
opportunity to draw people deeper 

into their Catholic faith and closer to
Jesus.

In 1995 The Angelus made its 
final sale. Looking back over the 
years I thank God for all the Bibles, 
Catechisms of the Catholic Church, 
statues, pictures and other religious 
articles that filled peoples’ homes. 
They were hungry for more of God. 
Sometimes a simple coffee mug with 
a Scripture on it helped them lift their 
minds and hearts up to their heavenly 
Father.
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Liturgy of the Hours,  
Office of Readings, Saturday, Week 5 

(Continued from p.11)

the other to do. But see that your 
praise comes from your whole being; 
in other words, see that you praise 
God not with your lips and voices 
alone, but with your minds, your lives 

and all your actions. 
. . .

Sr. Anthony Birdsall, 
DLJC is currently the 
Mission Leader of our 
house in New Mexico

.

9-12 June 20229-12 June 2022 Prayer Town, TexasPrayer Town, Texas dljcvocations@gmail.comdljcvocations@gmail.com

-Excerpt from-Excerpt from
“Directives on Formation in Religious InstitutesDirectives on Formation in Religious Institutes”
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You will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes down on you; 
then you are to be my witnesses...yes, 
even to the ends of the earth.”  (Acts 
2:8)  Baptism in the Holy Spirit is the 
gift God wants to give to those who 
follow Him so they will be equipped 
for the mission. 

Webster's Dictionary defines 
witness as "one who has personal 
knowledge of something."  The 
message must be alive in us, a 
driving force that causes us to speak, 
to proclaim and to witness.  St. 
Paul exhorts Timothy "to preach 
the word, to stay with the task, 
whether convenient or inconvenient, 
correcting, reproving, appealing; 
constantly teaching and never losing 
patience.  As for you, be steady and 
self possessed; put up with hardship, 
perform your work as an evangelist, 
fulfill your ministry."  (2 Tim 4:2-5)

"But how shall they call on Him 
in whom they have not believed?  
And how can they believe unless they 
have heard of Him?  And how can 
they hear unless there is someone to 
preach?  And how can men preach 
(witness) uneless they are sent?  
Scripture says, 'How beautiful are 
the feet of those who announce good 
news!'" (Rom 10:14-16)

"The mission of evangelization 
today calls for a new program which 
can be defined overall as a 'new 
evangelization'."  "I appeal for a 
commitment 'new in ardor, methods 
and expression' to take up this project 
and to cooperate in carrying it out.  
In accepting this mission, everyone 
should keep in mind that the vital 
core of new evangelization must be a 
clear and unequivocal proclamation 
of the person of Jesus Christ, that 
is, the preaching of His name, His 

Equipped to Witness

By Aggie NeckBy Aggie Neck

T  he risen Christ, before His ascension into heaven, sent the 
apostles to preach the gospel to the whole world (Mk 16:15) 
“and conferred on them the powers needed to carry out this 

mission.” (The Church in America, John Paul II)

.
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teaching, His life, His promises and 
the Kingdom which He has gained 
for us by His Pascal Mystery."  (The 
Church in America)

It is time for the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal to be a 
prophetic voice again, pointing to 
the way in which we are called to 
walk, and speaking the truth that is a 
hope for the world.  It is time to stop 
looking for acceptance in a society 
that is at enmity with God.

God sent His Son, Jesus, so that 
all would be saved.  Jesus said He 
would send the Holy Spirit to instruct 
us in everything and remind us 
of all that He told us.  (Jn 14:26)  
If the “new evangelization” is to 
bear fruit, it must be done in 
the power of the Holy 
Spirit.

As the early 
Church gathered to pray 
about the threats and 
persecution they were receiving, 
they prayed “Grant to your 
servants even as they speak your 
words, complete assurance by 
stretching forth Your hand in cures 
and signs and wonders to be worked 
in the name of Jesus, your holy 
servant.”  (Acts 4:29-30)

“There is a need for witnesses 
‘to things above,’ contemplated and 
lived out, in every day existence.  
This commits that the groups and 
communities of the Renewal be ever 
more places of contemplation and 
praise where the heart of man is filled 
with the love of God, opens up to the 
love towards his brother and becomes 
capable of building history according 
to God’s design.”  (John Paul II, 2001)

It is only because our God is 
with us that we are able to bring 
about the transformation of people 
and cultures and nations.  God 
equips us and gifts us to be laborers 
in the fields/the vineyards.  What 
we have been given is not just so we 
can have wonderful prayer meetings.  
It was not given for us to keep it to 
ourselves.  It was given for us to go 
out and proclaim the Good News that 
God has sent a Savior and His Name 
is Jesus.  We must hesitate no longer.  
There are souls to be saved, people to 
be snatched from darkness, a culture    

to be transformed.
“Listen to what I say: 

Open your eyes and see!  The 
fields are shining for harvest!” 
(Jn. 4:35)

Let us invoke the Holy 
Spirit to come and water 
our dryness, to breathe 

life into our mission of 
evangelization, to stir into 

flame within us the gifts we have 
been given to be fruitful witnesses, 
and to confirm the message with 
signs and wonders.  Let us lay down 
all preconceived ideas and plans of 
what evangelization is and ask for 
the wisdom to see and understand 
what the “new evangelization” we are 
challenged and called to be a part of 
asks of us.  The torch is now in our 
hands, the gifts have been given to 
us, the mission is still vital.  We are 
the people God has called and gifted 
to continue the proclamation of the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Reprinted with permission from 
GLEANINGS 

May 2009-Volume XXXV Number 5

.
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The AngelusThe Angelus

In 1987 Mother John Marie 
assigned me to take charge of The 
Angelus. Soon my desk was covered 
in wholesale catalogs and sales tax 
forms for the various states around the 
country where Sisters would go to sell 
our goods at parishes and charismatic 
conferences. My days were filled 
with ordering, pricing, packing and 
unpacking, ironing and folding 
table covers. Selling our products at 
large conferences eventually made it 
necessary to purchase a cash register 
which meant continually training 
Sisters on how to use it. The easy 
part was simply ringing up a sale, 
but then there were lessons in what 
to do if a customer changed their 
mind and did not want to make the 
purchase or after nearly completing 
the transaction, how to add another 
article to the total. The register was a 
time saver in many ways, yet it often 
left some Sisters scratching their 
heads and thinking “There must be 
an better way to do this!”

While The Angelus was a means 
to bring in much needed money for 
the community, it was also a way to 
evangelize. There was much more to 
do than just be a salesperson. People 
brought their worries and concerns 
to us; frequently one Sister would 
be involved in a transaction with a 
customer and another Sister would 
be praying with somebody.

In 1994 we were able to rent 
a kiosk in a local mall for several 
months. Two of the security guards 
who worked there became our 
guardian angels. One, a very non-
religious type would make sure that 
when we closed in the evening, he 
or another person would walk us to 
our car. Steve, the other guard was 
Catholic. He shared how he had been 
married and divorced but felt God 
was calling him to the diaconate. The 
Sisters encouraged him and prayed 
with and for him.

On Halloween day, Steve showed 
up for work not in his security 

Nearly twenty seven years after our traveling Catholic book, 
Bible and religious items store “The Angelus” closed, I still 
receive occasional mailings addressed to Sister Anthony 

“Angelus” from companies that I used to purchase supplies from.

.
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The AngelusThe Angelus

uniform, but dressed as a Disciple of 
the Lord Jesus Christ! For sandals he 
wore combat boots, the cross in his 
belt—a ruler. He had worked long 
and hard to find the right material to 
make a complete, hmmm…. habit. 
“Sister,  imitation is the sincerest form 
of flattery.” To this day I remember 
Steve fondly and send up prayers that 
the doors may have finally opened for 
him to become a deacon.

The kiosk was also a great place 
to reach out to young people and 
share the Good News of Jesus with 
them. While they were not interested 
in what we were selling, they certainly 
took an interest in us! To some of them 
we must have looked very strange, but 
then the young man with sixteen-inch 
blue spikes of hair across the top and 
back of his head looked a bit, well…
different to us. Yet, it was the Baptist 
women and their teenage daughters 
who came to visit that became a 
highlight. Uncertain about what to 
think of the various religious items 
on display in the glass cases, they all 
would somehow become enamored of 
the colorful rosaries and start asking 
questions.

“What is it for? How do you use 

it? May I look at it?” Our mutual love 
of Jesus opened many doors and soon 
we would be sharing about how the 
rosary is a meditation on the life of 
Christ. That would of course lead to 
a discussion about Our Lady and her 
role in His life and ours. Usually they 
would purchase a rosary before they 
went on their way.

Frequently, I would place special 
orders for customers. A local bus-
inessman who ran a car dealership 
in Amarillo had me order a Sunday 
Mass Missal for him. When at last it 
arrived, I called his office but had to 
leave a message with his secretary. 
She sounded a little bewildered and 
certainly more than a little distressed 
to hear that her boss was getting a 
“missile”! 

The highpoint of my years on 
Angelus was attending the yearly 
Lafayette and Lake Charles, Louisiana 
conferences. My first time at Lake 
Charles I met a young teenager  who’s 
mom paid him to attend the youth 
session. His main interest at the time 
was skateboarding but he came and 
spent time looking at what we had 
to offer. Eventually his mom’s prayers 

Sister Anthony Birdsall DLJCSister Anthony Birdsall DLJC

(Continued on p. 7)

.
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dljc MINISTRIES & Eventsdljc MINISTRIES & Events
At the service of the New EvangelizationAt the service of the New Evangelization

The Ark & the Dove, CCR 55th Anniversary  
Gibsonia, PA, Mother Lucy

 Retreat, Clinton, Oklahoma City, OK 
Sisters Michael Marie & Mary Nika

.

Fiat Ministires Mother/Daughter Lunches, 
Wichita, KS, Sisters Mary Thomas,  

Marguerite Marie & VictoriaCome & See, Prayer Town, TX

Vocation Promotion, St. Hyacinth’s, Amarillo, TX  
Sr. Christine Marie & Novices

Refreshed & Renewed Retreat, Bishop De Falco Retreat Center, Amarillo, TX, Sr. Joan

Community Retreat, Sisters of the Incarnate Word, 
Gomez Placido, Durango, Mexico, Sr. Mariana
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Dear Friends,
Jesus loves you!
I greet you with great joy as the fundraising for Project Emmanuel 

continues to progress. The total of the project is 3 million we have raised 
$1,364,576.58 thus far. I am very touched by the great love and generosity of 
each one of you. Thank you for believing in our mission and the importance 
of Project Emmanuel. Please continue to support us. Know that daily you and 
your loved ones are remembered in our prayers. Feel free to visit our Website 
for updates.
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MISSION  ADVANCEMENT  NEWS

         Sister Juana Teresa Chung, Mission Advancement Director
1828 Mustang St., Amarillo, TX 79102  (806) 679-7855    sisterjt@gmail.com

Administration       $28,400.00 Retreat/Guest House          17,000.00
Treasurer’s Office           2,100.00 Utilities          63,750.00
Sacristy/Chaplain         22,850.00 Formation          10,870.00
Music           3,425.00 Local Houses          80,200.00
Divine Office              125.00 Ministry          11,300.00
Office Supplies           3,000.00 Maintenance          37,190.00  
Library           1,811.00 Taxes                650.00
Mail           1,100.00 Bank Charges             3,000.00
Computers/
Technology

          5,130.00 Newsletter           33,042.00

Kitchen         42,000.00 Mission 
Advancement

          77,896.00

Temporalities         10,760.00 Education           63,100.00
Medical         55,350.00 Tithe           15,000.00
Sewing           1,000.00 Payroll Expenses           43,170.00
Travel/Recreation         41,000.00 To Retirement Fund           13,800.00

Immigration           3,600.00 To Medical 
Emergency Fund

          33,600.00

Vehicle         29,800.00 SUBTOTAL         797,169.00

Social Security 
Payments

        32,000.00 Extraordinary 
Expenses

        225,260.00

Vocations         10,150.00 GRAND TOTAL  $1,022,429.00   

2022 Projected Expenses

.
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Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for 
charitable giving. YOUR GIFTS TO US ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE!

You can be a part of this exciting 
opportunity to give back to our 
aged and infirmed Sisters by 
helping us create a facility for 
them to receive quality care at 
home. They are our gems - our 
prayer warriors who fight the 
good fight as we are on the front 
lines of spiritual warfare. Religious 
never retire! Instead, our ministry 
is transformed into something 
even more fruitful. For more 
information, please feel free to 
contact us or to visit our website 
www.dljc.org. 

You can make monthly, bi-
monthly, quarterly, annual, one-
time or occasional gifts:

Check or Cash

Automatic Bank Draft 

Paypal

Online using a credit card on our 
secure site www.dljc.org

Stock donations maximize tax 
benefits, avoid capital gains tax 
for yourself, and you have the 
satisfaction of optimizing your 
gift value. Call or e-mail us for 
more information.

Become a member of this league 
by including our Institute in your 
will/estate planning. In this way 
you will continue proclaiming the 
Gospel beyond this life through 
our Sisters and, at the same time, 
receive significant estate tax 
savings. 

Please remember to inform us when 
you have done this to allow us to 
thank you appropriately as well as 
enroll you for this special monthly 
Mass.

Make a gift in honor of a living 
person or in memory of a deceased 
loved one. This is one way to give 
a gift that will keep on giving. 
Your name and the name of the 
person/s in whose honor you 
make the gift will be permanently 
recorded for offering prayer for 
you in this life and beyond. 

Thank you for
   your support!

You can leave
a legacy

Every gift matters!

.
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