Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ Publication

PRAISE HIM!

Volume XLVIII No 6
November/December 2021

He came as a babe in a cave cold and bare.
His bed a mere manger and fodder for
his lair.
He came as a babe into a world full of strife.
His mission to bring peace and to the
world life.
He came as a babe into a world full of sin.
His death would save and over Satan win.
He came as a babe to save mankind
And, in His love, joy and peace we find.
Sr. Mary Magdalene, 2014

The Holy Spirit’s Role in the Incarnation
by Pope St. John Paul II
The Holy Spirit Brings Life, Freedom and Unity
by Father John Gordon

Glimpses
Trust in the Lord; my soul trusts in his word. My soul waits
for the Lord more than sentinels wait for the dawn.
More than sentinels wait for the dawn... (Psalm 130:5-6)
Trusting and waiting on the Lord has been a recurrent theme for me.
Advent, of course, was just around the corner as I was writing this. The
One that I am waiting for comes to me daily in the Eucharist. However,
at Christmas He comes to us as a tiny babe born in a manger. He was
born just like us but in poverty and humility. One might think that it is
counterintuitive. Not quite a glimpse of the eternal destiny for which we
are longing. When we perceive spiritual things with our human eyes our
perception is dimmed of the spiritual reality. Jesus gave us a glimpse of the
kingdom of God when He said that it is in being childlike that we can enter
heaven.
St. John Paul II gives us a profound insight into the Incarnation. He
said: “The mystery of the Incarnation reveals God’s astonishing love, whose
highest personification is the Holy Spirit...” Further on he said: “The glory
of God is revealed in the Incarnation more than in any other work.” (The
Holy Spirit’s Role in the Incarnation, p.4) This is why Christmas is more of a
spiritual encounter than just a human experience. It is more than the glitz
and glitter that the world is offering us. Fr. John Gordon, in reference to the
Holy Spirit, rightly said: “The truth ... is that life isn’t about possessing and
taking; it is about receiving. ... Life is a gift we receive, a pure gift from God
Himself.” (Holy Spirit: Brings Life, Freedom and Unity p. 7) The coming of
Jesus in the Incarnation was the means used by God for our salvation. He
came so that we may have life and have it abundantly (Jn 10:10).
Friends, this Advent and Christmas, let us wait
with joyful expectation for the coming of the Lord.
Like the Psalmist, let our souls soar with praise and
thanksgiving trusting in His word. Together let
us watch eagerly for Him, “more than sentinels
wait for the dawn!”

A blessed Christmas to everyone!
Sister Catherine Flores, DLJC
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A Note From

Mother Lucy Lukasiewicz DLJC
Superior General

Greetings and blessings in Jesus!
As I reflect on this time of preparation for the Feast of the
Incarnation, I am struck by the words of a contemporary Christian song:
“Like a bride waiting for the groom, we’ll be church waiting for you, every
heart longing for our King we sing, Even so come. Lord Jesus come.”
The longing in our hearts must be great just as in the Old Testament
when the Jewish people were crying out to God for the coming of the
Messiah. Times haven’t changed. Even more we unite our voices with our
brothers and sisters for Jesus to come. Let us join the great intercession
for hearts to be turned from stone to flesh. Let our hearts be moved as
we reflect on the tiny babe that came to save in utter humility and in total
abandonment to the Father. At Christmas, the greatest gift is Jesus!

“They will name him Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” (Mt 1:21)
Our love and prayers are with each and every one of you. May
God bless and keep you in His merciful loving heart.

		

In Jesus,

Mother Lucy Lukasiewicz, DLJC

LOVE
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by St. John Paul II

J

esus is linked with the Holy Spirit from the first moment of
his existence in time, as the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed
recalls: “Et incarnatus est de Spiritu Sancto ex Maria Virgine”.

The Church’s faith in this
mystery is based on the word of God:
“The Holy Spirit”, the Angel Gabriel
announces to Mary, “will come upon
you and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be called holy, the
Son of God” (Lk 1:35). And Joseph is
told: “That which is conceived in her
is of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 1:20).The
Holy Spirit's direct intervention in the
Incarnation brings about the supreme
grace, the “grace of union”, in which
human nature is united to the Person
of the Word. This union is the source
of every other grace, as St. Thomas
explains (S. Th. III, q. 2, a. 10-12; q. 6,
a. 6; q. 7, a. 13).
2. For a deeper understanding of the
Holy Spirit’s role in the Incarnation
event, it is important to return to what
the word of God tells us.
St. Luke says that the Holy Spirit
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will come upon Mary and overshadow
her as power from on high. From the
Old Testament, we know that every
time God decides to bring forth life,
he acts through the “power” of his
creative breath: “By the word of the
Lord the heavens were made, and all
their host by the breath of his mouth”
(Ps 33 [32]:6). This is true for every
living being, to the point that if God
“should take back his spirit to himself,
and gather to himself his breath, all
flesh [that is, every human being]
would perish together, and man would
return to dust” (Jb 34:14-15). God has
his Spirit intervene especially at the
moments when Israel feels powerless
to raise itself by its own strength
alone. The prophet Ezekiel suggests
this in his dramatic vision of the
immense valley filled with skeletons:
“The breath came into them, and they
lived, and stood upon their feet” (Ez
37:10).

The virginal conception of Jesus
is “the greatest work accomplished
by the Holy Spirit in the history of
creation and salvation” (Dominum
et Vivificantem, n. 50). In this event
of grace, a virgin is made fruitful;
a woman, redeemed since her
conception, conceives the Redeemer.
Thus a new creation is prepared, and
the new and everlasting Covenant
initiated: a man who is the Son of God
begins to live. Never before this event
had it been said that the Holy Spirit
descended directly upon a woman
to make her a mother. Whenever
miraculous births occurred in
Israel’s history, wherever they
are mentioned, the divine
intervention is related to
the newborn child, not
the mother.
3. If we ask ourselves
what the Holy Spirit’s
purpose
was
in
bringing about the
Incarnation event, the
word of God gives us
a succinct reply in the
Second Letter of Peter,
telling us that it happened so
that we might become “partakers
of the divine nature” (2 Pt 1:4). “In
fact”, St. Irenaeus of Lyons explains,
“this is the reason why the Word
became flesh and the Son of God
became the Son of Man: so that man,
by entering into communion with
the Word and thus receiving divine
sonship, might become a son of God”
(Adv. Haer. III, 19, 1). St. Athanasius
adopts the same line: “When the
Word came upon the Blessed Virgin

Mary, the Spirit entered her together
with the Word; in the Spirit the
Word formed a body for himself and
adapted it to himself, desiring to unite
all creation through himself and lead
it to the Father” (Ad Serap. 1, 31).
These assertions are repeated by St.
Thomas: “The Only-begotten Son of
God, wanting us to be partakers of his
divinity, assumed our human nature
so that, having become man, he might
make men gods” (Opusc. 57 in festo
Corp. Christi, 1), that is, partakers
through grace of the divine nature.
The mystery of the Incarnation
reveals God’s astonishing love, whose
highest personification is the Holy
Spirit, since he is the Love of
God in person, the PersonLove: “In this the love of
God was made manifest
among us, that God
sent his only Son into
the world, so that we
might live through
him” (1 Jn 4:9). The
glory of God is revealed
in the Incarnation more
than in any other work.
Quite rightly we sing
in the Gloria in excelsis: “We
praise you, we bless you ... we
give you thanks for your great glory”.
These statements can be applied in a
special way to the action of the Holy
Spirit who, in the First Letter of Peter,
is called “the spirit of glory” (1 Pt
4:14). This is a glory which is pure
gratuitousness: it does not consist of
taking or receiving, but only of giving.
In giving us his Spirit, who is the
source of life, the Father manifests his
glory, making it visible in our lives. In
www.dljc.org ◆ 5

this regard St Irenaeus says that “the
glory of God is the living man” (Adv.
Haer. IV, 20, 7).

three resounding mysteries that were
accomplished in the quiet stillness of
God” (Ad Eph., 19, 1).

4. If now we try to look more closely at
what the Incarnation event reveals to
us of the mystery of the Spirit, we can
say that this event shows us primarily
that he is the gracious power of God
who brings forth life.
The power that “overshadows”
Mary recalls the cloud of the Lord
which covered the tent in the desert
(cf. Ex 40:34) or filled the temple (cf.
1 Kgs 8:10). Thus it is the friendly
presence, the saving closeness of God
who comes to make a covenant of
love with his children. It is power in
the service of love, which is exercised
under the sign of humility: not only
does it inspire the humility of Mary,
the handmaid of the Lord, but is
almost hidden behind her, to the point
that no one in Nazareth can foresee
that what “is conceived in her is of
the Holy Spirit” (Mt 1:20). St Ignatius
of Antioch marvellously describes
this paradoxical mystery: “Mary’s
virginity and her birth were hidden
from the prince of this world, as was
the death of the Lord. These are the

5. The mystery of the Incarnation,
seen from the perspective of the Holy
Spirit who brought it about, also sheds
light on the mystery of man.
If in fact the Spirit works in a
unique way in the mystery of the
Incarnation, he is also present at
the origin of every human being.
Our being is a “received being”, a
reality thought of, loved and given.
Evolution does not suffice to explain
the origin of the human race, just
as the biological causality of the
parents alone cannot explain a baby’s
birth. Even in the transcendence of
his action, God is ever respectful of
“secondary causes” and creates the
spiritual soul of a new human being
by communicating the breath of life
to him (cf. Gn 2:7) through his Spirit
who is “the giver of life”. Thus every
child should be seen and accepted as
a gift of the Holy Spirit.
The chastity of celibates and
virgins is a unique reflection of that
love “poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit” (Rom 5:5). The Spirit,
who gave the Virgin Mary a share in
the divine fruitfulness, also ensures
that those who have chosen virginity
for the kingdom of heaven will have
numerous descendants in the spiritual
family formed of all those who “were
born, not of blood nor of the will of
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of
God” (Jn 1:13).
General Audience, 27 May 1998
© Libreria Editrice Vaticana
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HOLY SPIRIT:
BRINGS LIFE, FREEDOM
AND UNITY
by Father John Gordon

P

ope Benedict XVI invited all the Ecclesial Movements to
come to Rome for a wonderful celebration of the whole
Church in 2006. ... It was a glorious celebration! During
that weekend, our Holy Father led us in a wonderful meditation
in which he gave a teaching about the nature of the Holy Spirit, He
spoke of three particular expressions or fruits that the Holy Spirit
always brings: Life, Freedom, and Unity.
When Benedict XVI reflected on
the life that the Creator Spirit breathes
upon the earth, he used the image of
the prodigal son who thought he had
life by taking it. By taking what was his
inheritance from his father he thought
he had all that life had to offer with all
its abundances. He thought life was
about possessing and taking, and he
ended up in a pigsty. The truth of the
matter is that life isn’t about possessing
and taking; it is about receiving. God
tells us “I came that they might have
life and have it abundantly, to the full”.
(Jn 10:10) Life is a gift we receive, a
pure gift from God Himself. Isn’t that
what we experience in the baptism of
the Holy Spirit: the life of God coming
within us?

When I was baptized in the Holy
Spirit I knew that God was real, not
because I read about Him in a book,
or that somebody else told me about
Him. I knew He was real because He
was alive in me! He was alive already
in me by that grace of sacramental
Baptism in which I was baptized in
water and Spirit. But in the Baptism
of the Spirit, I could say “Yes, lord! I
want this grace! I want this gift! I need
your life!” I remember when I was
first exposed to this grace it awakened
in me a hunger I didn’t know I had.
Before, I thought life was all
about the dead ends, the struggles,
the trials, and the difficulties, Then
I discovered people who were joyful
and alive — not because everything
www.dljc.org ◆ 7

around them was going great, but
because everything within them was;
it was He who was alive in them.
“Greater is He in me than he who is
in the world.”
We are familiar with the story of
the widow of Zerapheth, where Elijah
tells her he wants something to eat.
She tells him that she has nothing left.
She was about to bake her last loaf of
bread and then she and her son were
going to die. She thought that life was
about what you get, what you have,
and what you need. These people
thought that the absence of the stuff
meant that life was over. Then Elijah
invites her, and by the grace of God,
somehow she responds positively.
Our Holy Father, Benedict XVI,
reminded us at that vigil celebration
that the source of life is the Holy Spirit
of God. We need to always come to
that well and drink deeply from the
grace of the Holy Spirit. We need to
come often and be refreshed. Let’s be
renewed in the grace of charisms, of
yielding ourselves to the Lordship of
Jesus Christ, of the power of the Holy
Spirit, and to the Father’s love.
Freedom in the Spirit
The next thing that Benedict XVI
reflected on is that this life leads to
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freedom. He connected freedom
with sonship — to be free is to
be a son, a daughter of God. He
quoted Romans 8:15 that the
“Spirit of God is given to us that
we might cry out “Abba Father.’”
We know that in John 8:36 the
Word of God tells us that “if the
Son sets you free you are free
indeed.” The Son has set us free,
to be sons and daughters of God.
Now there’s true freedom. Therefore
we have a place in the house of the
Lord. But if we are a son or a daughter,
a member of the family, we also have
what: chores and responsibilities.
Guest don’t have to clear the dishes,
the children do. As a child of God, we
are responsible for the ongoing work
of the Creator Spirit.
The Creator Spirit is about
breathing new life — the new life
of God’s love, of God’s mercy, of
God’s justice and freedom. It is our
task to cultivate and foster that and
to encourage it wherever it might
be. It is the gift and the freedom of
the Spirit that people are receiving
today. We have an eagerness to
welcome everyone into our home as
our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Therefore everyone who is a son and
daughter is a brother and sister to us
without exception.
The widow of Zerapheth gave
everything that she had to feed Elijah.
How freeing was that! If you have
a log of stuff, you’ve got to worry
about it and you can be burdened by
it. What do you give a man who has
everything? A burglar alarm! If he
has everything, he needs to possess
it, he needs to protect it and to hold

on to it, he needs to circle the wagons,
and he is not free. He does not have
his possessions, his possessions have
him. If we are not free, we are not sons
and daughters. And I, for one, want to
cry out with the Holy Spirit, “Abba,
Father.” So the freedom that we have
as sons and daughters of God is to
give everything over to the Lord.
When I hear people speak of
tithing, for example, it’s a wonderful,
biblical concept, It is an important
concept. If we approach tithing as
ten percent of what we have belongs
to God, we are far from the Spirit
that it involves. How much of what
we have belongs to God? Everything!
Everything belongs to God — my
time, my talent, my treasure, all the
gifts, all my life, my children, my
parents, my ministry — everything I
have belongs to Him because He is my
father. That’s freedom! Oh, brothers
and sisters, we need this grace for our
own lives. I need this grace to grow
in holiness to which God calls me.
I cannot live this kind of freedom,
this kind of abandonment, this kind
of sonship and daughterhood except
in the power of the Holy Spirit. If I
try on my own, it’s just too strained
— I’m measuring, I’m counting, I’m
weighing, and I’m balancing. But if
I’m a son or a daughter, everything
the house belongs to the Father
and everything in the house
also belongs to me.

know that the plan of God, expressed
in Ephesians 1:3, has been revealed
to us: “Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavens.” In
Verse 10, it goes on to say that the
purpose He has revealed to us is to
gather all things together under the
headship of Christ Jesus. The plan of
God is unity in Christ Jesus. That’s
why we proclaim Jesus Christ is Lord
of heaven, Lord of earth, Lord of all
creation. It’s the plan of God to bring
everything under Christ Jesus.
However, we are not there yet,
are we? Everything is not yet under
the Lordship of Jesus Christ. I express
it this way: For whom is Jesus the
Savior? Everyone, without fail! Even
those who reject His salvation, He
is their Savior without exception.
For whom is Jesus Christ the Lord?
Everyone? No — only for those who
yield to Him and accept Him. No one
can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the
Holy Spirit. Therefore our task and
responsibility is that we, as sons and
daughters, in freedom have to let the
life of God be so pronounced, be so

Unity in the Spirit
The third fruit or grace
that the Holy Father spoke
of is unity. Unity gathers
us toward Christ Jesus. We
www.dljc.org ◆ 9

expressed, be so lived that more and
more people accept the Lordship of
Jesus Christ. So that more and more
people can come home and find their
place at the table in the house of the
Lord. Therefore we don’t merely run
to Jesus, and have a God-and-me
relationship. As I’ve experienced the
call to be joined to Christ Jesus, I am
sent forth to experience the life that
is good and the life that needs to be
converted out there. I am sent forth to
where the brothers and sisters are, so
that we can all come back.
Shortly after he became pope,
Benedict XVI addressed the Italian
Eucharistic Congress. One of the
things he said to them was that the
challenge of the Eucharist is that
most people don’t want God that
close. Sometimes we’re guilty of that
ourselves: “God, I’ve got my plan. I’m
going to work for you, Lord, and I’ll
do all my programs…but don’t get too
close, God.”

Beg the Lord for the life, the
freedom, and the unity to which
our Holy Father summons us to
experience in the power of the Holy
Spirit. Beg that it might be a truth that
so captures us, like the Baptism in the
Holy Spirit has done, that we are able
to bring it to the whole Body of Christ
and to the whole people of God. Beg
the Lord that his breath of the Spirit
might be aroused and alive in all of
us. Therefore, do not be surprised if
the very thing we’re holding on to is
being wrestled out of our hands by
God. That’s the life of receiving and
not possessing. Don’t be surprised
if the responsibility and the work is
being raised up, not because there are
more jobs to be done, but because we
are free as sons and daughters and
therefore we have a role to play and
a work to be done for building up the
Body of Christ.
None of this can happen unless
we say yes. And if you say yes, I want

For information about
discerning a vocation with the
Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ,
contact Sr. Ana Chiara
dljcvocations@gmail.com or
1 (806) 567-3048
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Lord of Light and Love,
As we pray for the new windows for our
Aging in Place project,
we also pray for greater vision.
For those who are physically blind or going blind,
May those who are spiritually blind discover your love,
truth and goodness.
Lord we ask for the gift of faith
for those who have rejected You
or do not believe in you
and for conversion for sinners.
May those who truly seek You have a
greater understanding of our faith.
May the Church grow a deeper renewal
in your love and truth.
We beg you Lord that Your gift of hope
would shine brightly in the hearts
of those who are in the grips of depression, who are
hopeless and despairing.
We ask that you would protect our youth
from the darkness that surrounds them.
May the brightness of your presence shine
into the windows of their souls.
Keep all of us Lord in the light of your countenance
and drive from us any and all darkness
that blurs the vision of You.
Amen

to warn you, be careful. If your life is
already perfect the way it is, then you
don’t need more of the Holy Spirit
or more of God. But whatever the
Holy Spirit touches, the Holy Spirit
changes. If you need that more, if
you need that life, that freedom, that

unity, and if you’re willing to let God
have His way fully in you, if you want
that and only if you’re willing to say
yes to that, I invite you to say yes.
(Reprinted with permission from
Gleanings, January 2007)
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dljc MINISTR
At the service of the

Pre-Confirmation Retreat
Santa Maria de la Paz, NM
Sr. Christine Marie/Formation House

Women’s Retreat,
Bethany Retreat Center, Tampa, FL
Sisters Juana Teresa, Elizabeth Ann
& Angela

Catholic Women's Conference,
Casper, WY,
Mother Lucy & Sr. Mary Thomas
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Sr. Elena
(Mary Louise Kohser) enters
the Novitiate, October 4

Pre-Confirmation Retreat,
St. Eugene, Oklahoma City, OK
Sisters Grace Maria & Paula Marie

Women's Retreat,
Charismatic Center,
Houston, TX
Sr. Joan

RIES & Events
New Evangelization

Life in the Spirit Seminar,
Edmond, OK
Sisters Raphaelle Marie & Michael Marie

Sr. Ana Chiara graduates
School of Spiritual Direction

Buffalo Awakening Retreat,
WTAMU, Canyon, TX
Sisters Mary Thomas, Grace Maria & Paula Marie

Vocations Camp & Event
Oklahoma City, OK
Sisters Michael Marie, Mary Nika, &
Victoria
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Mission Advancement
Office
1828 Mustang St.
Amarillo, TX 79102

Sr.Juana Teresa
Mission Advancement
Director

dljcsisters@gmail.com
(806) 679-7855

Sr.Elizabeth Ann
Mission Advancement
Assistant

srelizabethann@gmail.com
(806) 679-4525

Begging Box
Ceiling fans
All Free Clear HE
Liquid Laundry
Detergents

Dear Beloved DLJC Family and Friends,
This year was full of grace and blessings. Working
for our Mission Advancement Office, I get to be with
so many beautiful people who love the Lord. They are
examples of keeping the faith when things get tough
and receiving the faithful promises of God.
As 2022 approaches, the Disciples of the Lord
Jesus Christ is preparing a full year of celebrations to
commemorate our 50th anniversary of our foundation.
The theme is “Give Thanks.”
We can only marvel at what the Lord was able
to accomplish through our foundress: Mother John
Marie Stewart. Her “yes” has spurred 40 women willing
to echo her “yes” to following Jesus as a Disciples of
the Lord Jesus Christ. As I write this letter, we have
four young women discerning their vocation with us. I
thank the Lord for He continues to send vocations and
provide for our needs.
Project Emmanuel, which began as an expansion,
adding another wing to our present Motherhouse has
encompassed a grander vision. It will include a new
Chapel that will provide the needed space for our
growing community and guests. It will also give better
access to the infirmed and aged sisters. It is in the
Chapel that all the sisters come together in lifting their
praises to the Lord in thanksgiving for His faithfulness.
I invite you to be a part of this significant
undertaking—Project Emmanuel. Please feel free to
contact me by email or by phone. Let us partner in this
amazing vision. Let us together “Give Thanks.”

Gift Cards
Coffee
Toothpastes
Upgrading our road

		

In the Hearts of Jesus and Mary,

		Sr. Juana Teresa, DLJC

Low mileage vehicles
New windows
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Thank You

for Your Support!

Project Emmanuel Aging in Place:

You can be a part of this
exciting opportunity to give back to our aged and infirmed Sisters by
helping us create a facility for them to receive quality care at home. They
are our gems - our prayer warriors who fight the good fight as we are on the
front lines of spiritual warfare. Religious never retire! Instead, our ministry
is transformed into something even more fruitful. For more information,
please feel free to contact us or to visit our website www.dljc.org. You can
leave a lasting legacy through your donation!

Monetary Gifts:

Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time
or occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:
Automatic Bank Draft s Cash s Check s Gift Cards s Paypal
Online using a Credit card on our secure site www.dljc.org

Stocks & Securities: By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax

benefits, avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction
of optimizing your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information.

Disciples Endowment Fund: Make a gift in honor of a living person

or in memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will
keep on giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor
you make the gift will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you
in this life and beyond.

Disciples League for Evangelization: Become a member of this

league by including our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you
will continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters
and at the same time receive significant estate tax savings. Please remember
to inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you appropriately
as well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass.
Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for charitable giving.
All your gifts to us are tax-deductible
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P.O. BOX 64
PRAYER TOWN, TEXAS 79010-0064

DISCIPLES OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

www.dljc.org

For donations you may use the 2021
calendar envelopes we sent to you or
visit our website for on-line gifts
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Moving
Receiving
duplicates
Wishing to
discontinue
Please let us know, so that we
may update our mailing list.

To keep our cost down

Thank you for your help!

