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“I say to you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard

seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from hence to

i

yonder place,” and it will move; and nothing will

be impossible to you.” Mt 17:20)

The theme of faith continues to speak to my heart. Many of us are
faith-filled people. Oftentimes our faith is tested as we journey through
life and we waver. I can say this with certainty from my own experience.
Individually, the depth of faith varies. Some have faith deeper than the
ocean. Others have as little faith as a grain of mustard seed. Whatever
level you are at, the good Lord gives you sufficient grace to respond to
circumstances that requires faith and trust. We just have to believe!
A couple role models of deep faith are St. Paul and Silas. After they
were flogged and thrown into prison they continued “praying and singing
God’s praises.” (See Acts 16:22-26) They did not expect all that transpired
as a result of their prayers. Their prayers moved mountains: an earthquake
was able to free them; and the conversion of the jailer and his whole
household. Humanly speaking this was impossible but not for God! (What
St. Paul Teaches..., p. 8) i, 3
The prophetic intercession as exemplified by Abraham for the people .

of Sodom and Gomorrah (see Gen 18:16-33) was faith in action. “..[E]very s,

time a situation that warrants prayer arises, the Lord searches for [faith-
filled] partners.” (Prophecy on Our Knees, p. 4) St
If your faith walk is serious, there will come a time when you desire Viea
to develop your spiritual life. This “growing deeper Viae,
in the Lord” requires a spiritual companion who gy
can guide or accompany you in your spiritual "
journey. You will know that it is time to have one. You will h h
feel a restlessness in your heart and a longing “to hear | ‘s 5
the Lord’s voice in the midst of the noise of the world 4 _
around you.” (Seeking Spiritual Direction, p.6) iry fgi:

Let us all pray fervently that we may be
strengthened in our faith in the Lord so when He
comes He will find faith on the earth. (See Lk 18:8)
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Blessings Friends!

Recently, in Nebraska I had the great opportunity to participate in

"~ my niece’s wedding. What a joy to see she and her husband exchange their

« vows before the Lord in the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony. The permanent

deacon, also the groom’s grandfather spoke of the love journey between

; God and His beloved people. He spoke how this love journey continues

. with my niece and her spouse.

Lantg I've come to realize that God’s love by far encompasses so much more.
He daily gives numerous opportunities for us to return to His love. He is
so welcoming! No matter what we've done He receives us with open arms.

Ialso witnessed a neighbor, in my hometown, watch his granddaughter
get on her new bike with training wheels. His eyes never wavered from

*  how far she would go. When she would go a little too far, he would call her

. back. And she came back. Isn't this a lesson of how the Father always has

His eyes upon us and when we go too far, He calls us back.
Yes, we are on the journey of love with our God, His eyes are upon us

" and when we go too far He calls us back and receives us with open arms.

Hopefully we are able to listen to His voice.

% May God bless you now and always.




here were two masons at work. Someone approached the
first mason and enquired as to what he was doing. The
mason replied, “I am placing one brick upon another” The
visitor then repeated the question to the second mason and he said,
“I am building a Cathedral”

The first mason could not relate
what he was doing to the entire project
of building a Cathedral. The second
mason had a clear vision, for he saw
his contribution in relation to the
entire project. He always had in mind
the project drawn up by the chief
architect for the Cathedral. The same
could happen to our intercession.
We could continue to say prayers
that do not go beyond our head or
beyond the room we are in. We could
be intercessors who might remain in
the dark about what the Lord wants
to accomplish through intercession.
We need to pray specifically to receive
specific answers. We should link our
intercession closely to God’s overall
plan for the world, the Church, and the
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people of God. To be specific, we need
to be prophetic in our intercession.
Pr 29:18 says that where people
do not have a prophetic vision,
“the people become demoralized”
or will “perish” Without prophetic
vision people drift away even in
prayer. I have found that, frequently,
intercessory groups drift aimlessly
without knowing for what they
should pray and how to pray. We may
begin praying according to our own
understanding in the initial stages
of intercession. At the same time,
we need to grow to a deeper level
of intercession as we progress. This
is what someone who grew up in
intercession shared about the initial
experience: “I really thought that



I was an intercessor then. I took a
notebook and began to write down,
systematically, a list of the things I
wanted the Lord to answer. It had the
date of the request, what the request
was, then another place for the date
when the Lord answered. To me this
was intercession. I could not have
been more wrong. I was very diligent
in prayer, but oh so misdirected in
that diligence.”

The scope and efficacy of
prayer gets restricted when our own

destroying the land” (Ez 22:30) The
intercessor becomes the trusted aide,
the lieutenant of God.

We generally think of a prophet
as the one who speaks to people on
behalf of God. However, the Biblical
concept of the prophet is wider. The
first action by Abraham was not
connected with “prophesying,” but
interceding for the people of Sodom
and Gomorrah under the judgement
of God after the Lord spoke to him. (Gn
18:16-33) It shows that an important

understanding guides role of the prophet is to
it. Fidelity to God’s * make intercession

will is a necessary &
condition for

God to answer

our  prayers.
“You ask but
do not receive,
because you
ask  wrongly.
.0 (Jm 4:3)
The attitude of
the  intercessor
should be, “Here
I am...how I love to
do your will, my God” (Ps

40:7-8) So many people think that
intercession is taking a whole list of
requests to the Lord for answer. In
intercession, we need to keep our
eyes fixed on what is moving in the
heart of God. “The Lord God does
nothing, without revealing his secret
to his servants the prophets” (Am
3:7) In fact, every time a situation
that warrants prayer arises, the Lord
searches for a partners: “Thus I have
searched among them for someone
who could build a wall or stand in the
breach before me to keep me from

for the people.
Intercession
identifies with
the needs and
burdens  of
people,
whereas
" prophetic
- intercession
- identifies with
the burdens of
the Lord. Prophetic
intercession is  not
coming to the Lord with a
prayer list, but coming to the Lord
to get a prayer list. In prophetic
intercession, we become like the
chisel. By itself, the chisel could do
nothing, but when the sculptor takes
it and uses it left and right, giving it
the right direction, the chisel is able
to bring out a masterpiece. So is
prophecy on our knees!

Reprinted with permission from
ICCRS Newsletter
May-June 2014
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Spiritual Direction

by Sr. Elizabeth Ann Dockery DLJC

here are seasons in life when we feel impelled by the

Holy Spirit to go deeper into our faith. Regardless of the

circumstances which sparked the flame within us, there are
a few commonalities which often emerge:

1. The awakening of our spiritual
senses — feeling the Lord’s
presence, seeing His hand at
work, moments of being drawn
into silence, etc.

2. Scripture coming to life as if
written for us personally by God
Himself.

3. An enthusiasm to be with others
who have or are experiencing the
same desires.

4. An attitude of gratitude welling
up within us.

5. Praise on our lips and in our

hearts.
6. The impossible becomes
seemingly possible — even

though circumstances may not
change, our perspective does.
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7. 'The awareness of our sinfulness
and need for mercy

As we dive deeper into the
things of the Lord and allow ourselves
to be carried by His torrent of grace, a
question arises: “Do I need a spiritual
director?” This is a good question!
At what point do we need guidance
to keep our feet on the straight and
narrow path?

Spiritual direction is more easily
defined by what it is not. It is not
counseling for issues, a quick fix for
problems or a place to receive a to-
do checklist to accomplish in order
to gain entry into heaven. Rather,
spiritual direction is a sacred ground
upon which the Lord’s perfect will is
sought for your life. The director helps



you to discern and hear the Lord’s
voice in the midst of the noise of the
world around you. It is an invitation
to have a spiritual companion on
your personal journey towards God.
You are the one who does the work.
The director listens and helps to
set the stage for you to have quality
encounters with the Lord. The focus
is your relationship with God.

How do I know if I am ready for a
spiritual director?

1. Do you have a set prayer time
each day which you are faithful to
regardless of your feelings?

2. Do you have a greater desire for
obedience to the Lord?

3. Areyou willing to make sacrifices
and tough changes in your life in
order to rid yourself of that which
is not of God - to receive a greater
freedom?

4. Are you willing to “Do whatever
He tells you?” (Jn 1:5)

5. Are you discerning a vocation,
career change or other major
decision?

6. Do you regularly partake of the
sacraments, especially confession
and Mass?

7. Are you dependable in keeping
commitments?

8. Do youreadily receive instruction
and follow guidance?

This list is not exhaustive. If you
answered “yes” to most or all of the
above then spiritual direction may be
right for you.

How do you find a spiritual
director? Try contacting your local
diocesan office or speak with your
parish priest for more information.
Although they can be hard to find in
some areas of the country, it is worth
the effort and wait to find one.

Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ

Prayer Town, Texas

Please pray for vocations and
for these women who are called to join the DLJC.

www.dljc.org ¢ 7
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he secret to Saint Paul’s profound apostolic ministry is the
depths of his conversion, which is considered the greatest
in Church history. His encounter with Jesus on the road to
Damascus was only the beginning of Saul’s transformation into the

great Apostle Paul.

His radical response to the action
of the Holy Spirit is what made him
a spiritual giant in the Christian life.
His first response was to withdraw for
three years to Arabia. (Gal 1:17) It was
there, alone in prayer, that Paul began
“to grasp the length and the length,
the height and the depth” of God.
(Eph 3:19)

In this desert time, Paul
pondered God’s love “poured into
his heart through the Holy Spirit”
which he received when he was
baptized by Ananias. (See Rom 5:5)
Paul recognized God’s special favor
in choosing him while he was still a
sinner (See Rom 5:8), considering
himself to be the greatest of sinners
having been a persecutor of the saints
(I Tim 1:12-17) His response to
God’s overwhelming unconditional
love is one of deep gratitude and
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continual praise. He tells us”.. pray
constantly; and for all things give
thanks to God,” (1 Thess 5:17) and
to “Rejoice in the Lord always.”(Phil
4:4) Paul demonstrates by his life that
he praised the Lord continually in all
circumstances. We read in Acts 16:22-
26 that after being flogged and thrown
into prison, “Paul and Silas were
praying and singing God’s praises”
late at night. The result of their
sacrifice of praise was an earthquake,
the conversion of the jailer and his
household, and their release from
prison!

Paul also reflected on God’s
divine call for him to preach the Good
News to the Gentiles. (Gal 1:16) This
required such a radical change in
his understanding of salvation and
the Gentile’s part in it. How jarring
this must have been for him! God’s



ways are not our ways and He does
challenge us to “be transformed by
the renewal of our minds” (Rom 12:2)
Paul realized that he was not saved
by his zeal in fulfilling the Law but
through faith in Jesus Christ, as he tells
us in his letter to the Philippians 3:9,
“I am no longer trying for perfection
by my own efforts ... that which come
from the Law, but I want only the
perfection that comes through faith
in Christ”

How often do we need to be
reminded not to strive by our own
efforts to serve the Lord, but that our
Christian life is really about a personal
relationship with Jesus. Our service
is to be a response to God’s love for
us, not out of a servile fear of being
punished.

Our Christian life and prayer is
about a relationship with God, as our
Father. Paul expresses this in Romans
8:15-17, “The Spirit you received is
not a spirit of slaves bringing fear
into your lives again; it is the spirit of
sons, and it makes us cry out, ‘Abba,
Father!” When we see ourselves as
children of God, we are freed from
the slave mentality that creates an
unhealthy fear of God in us. Paul
encourages us to have childlike faith
in God by “casting all our cares on
Him, knowing He cares for us” (1 Pt
5:7) He tells us in Philippians 4:6, “in
everything, by prayer and petition
with  thanksgiving, make your
requests known to God” Paul exhorts
us to “persevere in prayer” (Rom
12:12, Col 4:2) and to “pray without
ceasing” (1 Thess 5:17) because he
knows that prayer is life to the soul,
just as food is to the body.

Paul was so filled with the Spirit
of Jesus that all of the gifts of the
Holy Spirit that we read about in 1
Corinthians 12-14 were operative in
him, including the gift of tongues.
“For when we cannot choose words
in order to pray properly, the Spirit
Himself expresses our plea in a way
that could never be put into words...”
(Rom 8:26-27) The gift of tongues
must have been a very vital part of
Paul’s prayer life because he exhorts
us to “pray at every opportunity in
the Spirit” (Eph 6:18) He even boasts
that he speaks in tongues more than
the others. (2 Cor 14:18) Perhaps
this was one of the ways he prayed
constantly. By praising God in our
hearts throughout the day, we too can
live continually in His presence.

Paul responded to his deep
relationship of love by imitating the
One he loves. He sought to crucify
all his self-indulgent passions and
desires in order to belong more
tully to Jesus (Gal 5:24), and “... to
share His sufferings by reproducing

www.dljc.org ¢ 9



the pattern of His death” (Phil
3:10-11) He emptied himself of
all pride, power prestige, title, or
position and saw himself as an
unworthy servant of Jesus Christ
(Phil 2:5-11) He passed on to us the
“Christian formula for greatness”
in his letter to the Philippians 2:
5-11 by exhorting us to have the
same attitude as Christ Jesus, who
totally emptied Himself, even
unto death on the cross. Paul had
made so much room for God in
his heart that he can declare,
“I have been crucified -
with Christ, it is no
longer I who live, but
Christ who lives in /
me”(Gal 2:19-20) |
St.  Augustine .}
states that St. Paul |
“loved others more § =
than himself” |
We see clearly in
Paul’s own writings,
how he interceded
continually, day and
night for his flock. He
was deeply concerned about
his spiritual children and the life of
the Church. We read in Galatians
4:19, “My little children, with
whom I am in travail until Christ
be formed in you!” Paul agonized
for his young converts and suffered
intensely this burden in prayer
more than any physical sufferings
he endured. Yet this is one of the
ways that he shared in the passion
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of Christ. (Col 1:24) This we, too,
can do.

Paul’s one aim in life was to
proclaim “Jesus is Lord” so that
all would be saved. (Rom 1:9) This
proclamation of the Word was
not really separate from his life
of prayer. For him to lift Jesus up
was an act of worship: “The God
I worship spiritually by preaching
the Good News of His Son...”
(Rom 1:19)

His apostolic ministry was a

form of praise as Paul extolled
the goodness of God. His

love for God poured out
, from him so that he
\ could not help but
ﬁ preach the Gospel
| because it was such
good news! “Woe
to me if I do not
preach the Gospel”

' (1 Cor 9:16)
The light that
enveloped him on
the road to Damascus
now became the blinding
light of Truth that has shown
through him wherever he went.
He allowed the burning love of
Jesus to so penetrate his heart that
he was a man on fire who could
boldly exhort us, “Be imitators of
me as I am of Christ” (1 Cor 11:1)

Reprinted from Praise Him!
March/April 2009



Lord Jesus Christ, You chose to be known as theson of
a carpenter. We ask you to build a home suitable for our
elderly and infirmed Sisters. These Sisters, by their lives'of
consecration to you, have built Your Church. Remember
their love and sacrifices. Provide a suitable abode from
which they can continue to offer their lives of prayer and
sacrifice as fragrant incense before Your throne:

Lord, we remember and pray for our.dear brothers and
sisters who are manual laborers. St. Francis profoundly
encountered You by restoring churches in disrepair. May
manual laborers encounter You—Jesus—The Carpenter,
Who is The Way, The Truth, and The Life. May all their
labors be filled with Your presence, joy and grace. Like St.
Francis may they be transformed into Your image.

Lord, we pray for those who are in need of jobs. Give them
hope in You as they wait for Your provision for themselves
and their loved ones.

We ask the intercession of St. Martin de Porres for
healthcare workers. May they be filled with the same
patience and love that St. Martin poured upon the
sick and suffering.

Lord through the intercession of St. Maximilian Maria
Kolbe we pray.for those who are in bondage of addiction.
May they find strength and freedom in You. For in Your
love we-are more than conquerors.

Amen.

www.dljc.org « 11




Sisters Grace Maria, Paula Marie i
& Postulant Mary Louise Sister
‘Pre-Confirmation Retreat, St. Hyacinth’s, Amar ' Internship-Catho

H-—

Fatima & Victoria
Pre-Confirmation Retres
Immaculate Conceptio
l?immitt, TX
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Sisters Grace Maria & Mary Nika
ariana, - Catholic Youth Summer. Camp, Centerberg, OH
ic Renewal Ctr., L ' z
is, MO

Sr. Stella Maris,
Graduates from Sister Ana Chiara & the Sisters in
Spiritual Direction School, the Local & Mission Houses,
Cleamat?r, FL , Virtual Come & See

Cerrillos, NM Mission House (Albuquerque & Santa Fe Houses merged)

Anthony (Mission House Leader), Sisters Magdalena & Mary Gianna (continues

serve at Santa Maria De La Paz Parish in Santa Fe), Sr. Anna Sophia (Director,
Albuquerque Catholic Charismatic Center)

www.dljc.org 13



MISSION ADVANCEMENT L.
Ao e fiave some W news to share!

1828 Mustang St. The Lord, through you - our beloved DLJC family,
Amarillo, X 79102 friends and benefactors, has shown His goodness to
us. Thank you!

We are entering into a new season in our Mission
Advancement office. Our former Superior General,
Sister Juana Teresa Chung, has been assigned to be

our new Mission Advancement Director. I, Sister
ﬁ;{gﬁ;ﬁfnﬁi‘:‘ Elizabeth Ann, will be assisting her. It has been a joy

Director and a blessing serving both you and our community
dljcsisters@gmailcom  in the director's role. I am still around though and

(806) 675-7855 will continue to work in Mission Advancement.
Sister Rita was assigned to our Mexico Convent once
again and we gratefully honor her for her time with
us this past year.

Also new is a transition we are making from

SR.ELIZABETH ANN having two offices: one in Amarillo and one in Prayer

Mission Advancement Town. Our hope in this next year is to combine the

Assistant offices into one, working primarily from Amarillo.
Sreliza?gggag;?fgggﬂ‘com What impact does this have on you at this time?
) Your monetary donations will not be interrupted.
Any mail arriving at Prayer Town will be available

Z?W Box to us as usual. You are welcome to bring donations
to us in person and to send packages and mail to
Amarillo as well. Next year's calendar envelopes will

Low mileage vehicles

Vegetables feature the change of address. Until then, be assured
Fruit of any kind we are receiving, and gratefully so, your donations
Coffee
Pinto beans tous.
e The main impact from the change is that
Windex

now there are two of us working side-by-side in
town. Together we will go forth representing our
community in service to you, our loved ones. We are
here for you.

Thank you for your support and patience as
we undergo these transitions. And thank you also

Pledge (equivalent)
Suitcases
Digital wall clock
Bath mats
Women's deoderant

Lotion . . .
Shampoo for your generosity towards our Aging in Place
Body wash Capital Campaign, Project Emmanuel. May it come

. |
Light bulbs to fruition very soon!
Towel sets

. With a warm heart,
aptop computers

Small fans %%MW' De
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for Your Support!

aﬂwmow/W in Hace: You can be a part of this

exciting opportunity to give back to our aged and infirmed Sisters by
helping us create a facility for them to receive quality care at home. They
are our gems - our prayer warriors who fight the good fight as we are on the
front lines of spiritual warfare. Religious never retire! Instead, our ministry
is transformed into something even more fruitful. For more information,
please feel free to contact us or to visit our website www.dljc.org. You can
leave a lasting legacy through your donation!

/VLW&WZ% 97[155 Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time

or occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:
Automatic Bank Draft ¢Cash ¢ Check ¢*Gift Cards ¢ Paypal
Online using a Credit card on our secure site www.dljc.org

5#00{5 & Secwrities: By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax

benefits, avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction
of optimizing your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information.

@0509&//@5 &MMWD@M/& (zZTou/wzeMake a gift in honor of a living person
or in memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will
keep on giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor
you make the gift will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you
in this life and beyond.

/&/Z S 2 ‘o : Become a member of this
leagueoﬁl mcludmg our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you
will continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters
and at the same time receive significant estate tax savings. Please remember
to inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you appropriately
as well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass.

Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for charitable giving.

All your gifts to us are tax—deductible

www.dljc.org « 15
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