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A Note FromA Note From

Open the Door to Expectancy

Our Sisters in the initial formation phase are going through the 
virtual Life in the Spirit Seminar at the Ark and the Dove (Pittsburgh, 
PA) with Patti Mansfield. She asked the participants to pray for expectant 
faith for the release of the Holy Spirit. Later in our Sisters’ prayer meeting, 
I felt the Lord saying, “Open the door to expectancy.” As I ponder this 
word, I am reminded that I have been relying too much on myself and 
not on the Lord.

To open the door of expectancy, we let go of the fear of what is 
behind the door. God says 365 times  in the Scriptures: “Do not be 
afraid!” Therefore, we keep our focus on God and open the door to the 
wonder of his magnificence. We open the door of expectancy to what he 
is going to do in our present situation.

Join with me and let us open the door of expectancy, to a greater 
release of Holy Spirit, to the wonder of his glory and magnificence, to an 
expectancy to what he is going to do in our lives at this moment. 

GlimpsesGlimpses

Podering on this Scripture, When I was at prayerI felt the Lord 
inviting me to ask Him for something special. I had to think for a moment. 
Then Pentecost came to mind. “More of your Holy Spirit, Lord! Fill me 
anew with your Spirit!” This invitation is not just for me. It is for all who 
have faith and believe in Jesus.

At Pentecost the Holy Spirit came in power upon the disciples. Today 
that same promise is given to us by the Lord. He is inviting us to ask boldly 
and confidently for the gift of His Holy Spirit. We ask that He will pour out 
His Spirit upon “the face of the earth” so it may be renewed. The world is in 
dire need of renewed faith in the One True God!

Though we may be overwhelmed at times by the darkness, “there is 
a light that breaks through again and again. ...This light is the prayer of 
praise.  ... the prayer of praise shares in the blessed happiness of the pure of 
heart who love God in faith before seeing Him in glory.” (Praise the Lord!, 
p.10)

We hold on to expectant faith. “[It] is [an] anticipation with a growing 
assurance that God will do what He says He will do.” “...It is important and 
necessary in walking with and trusting the Spirit to act.” (Expectant Faith, 
p. 7)

With a fractured church and country, we in “[t]he Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal have a specific vocation and responsibility in regard to the unity 
of Christians.” “We need to look at what the charismatic path to unity 
involves.”   (Charismatic Renewal & Christian Unity, p.4) As Christians 
we are united in faith. However, we must begin to love. Pope 
Benedict XVI said: “Faith which sees the love of God revealed 
in the pierced heart of Jesus on the Cross, gives rise to love.”

Let us ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit to be 
poured upon us and upon this world. Let us, with great 
expectation cling to Jesus’ words that “the heavenly 
Father will give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.” 
(see Lk 11:13)
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Spirit of God! Come renew the face of the earth!Spirit of God! Come renew the face of the earth!

Jesus is Lord!Jesus is Lord!
        Proclaim it! Proclaim it! 
            Live it!Live it!



Charismatic Renewal Charismatic Renewal 
&  &  

Christian Unity Christian Unity 
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God sent the Holy Spirit on 
Cornelius and his household in 
the same way and with the same 
manifestations with which he had 
sent the Spirit on the apostles at the 
beginning. Peter could therefore only 
draw the conclusion that “If then God 
gave the same gift to them as he gave 
to us when we believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 
withstand God?” (Acts 11:17). At the 
Council of Jerusalem Peter repeated 
this same argument: God “made no 
distinction between us and them” 
(Acts 15:9).

Now we have seen this marvel 
repeated before our very eyes, this 
time on a worldwide scale. God has 
poured out his Holy Spirit on millions 
of believers who belong to almost all 
the Christian denominations and, 
lest there be any doubt about his 

intentions, he has poured out his Spirit 
with the identical manifestations, 
including the most striking one of 
speaking in tongues. We too are left to 
draw the same conclusion that Peter 
did: “If God then has given them the 
same gift he gave us, who are we to 
continue to say that other Christian 
believers do not belong to the body 
of Christ and are not true disciples of 
Christ?”

I have always been struck by the 
similarity between the experience that 
brought the Pentecostal leader Vinson 
Synan, who recently went to the 
Lord, to welcome Catholics into his 
communion and the experience that 
brought me to welcome Pentecostals 
into mine, namely, the discovery that 
the same Spirit operating in us was 
also operating in them.

We need to look at what the 

The Catholic Charismatic Renewal has a specific vocation 
and responsibility in regard to the unity of Christians. Its 
ecumenical vocation appears even more evident if we think 

back to what happened at the beginning of the Church. What did 
the Risen One do to prompt the apostles to welcome the Gentiles 
into the Church? 

charismatic path to unity involves. St. 
Paul outlined this plan for the Church: 
“speak the truth in love” (see Eph 4:15). 
What we must not do is bypass the 
issues of faith and of doctrine in order 
to be united in the sphere of shared 
action in evangelization and social 
issues. Ecumenism experimented 
with this path at its beginning early in 
the past Century, and experienced its 
failure. Divisions inevitably resurface 
quite soon, even in the sphere of 
action. We must not substitute charity 
for truth but rather aim for truth with 
charity. In other words, we need to 
begin to love one another in order to 
understand each other better.

The extraordinary thing about 
this ecumenical path based on love is 
that it is possible at once; the way is 
completely open before us. We cannot 
“cut corners” concerning doctrine 
because there are indeed differences 
that are to be resolved with patience 
in the appropriate settings. However, 
we can skip some steps concerning 
love and be united right now.

It is the only “debt” that we have 
toward others (see Rom 
13:8). We can welcome 
and love one another 
despite our differences. 
Christ did not command 
us to love only those 
who think the way we 
do and who fully share 
our creed. If we love 
only those people, he 
warned us, what is 
special about that since 
the pagans also do that? 
(see Mt 5:46).

We can love each 

other because what already unites us 
is infinitely more important than what 
divides us. What unites us is the same 
faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit; the Lord Jesus, true God and 
true man; the shared hope of eternal 
life; the common commitment to 
evangelization; the shared love for the 
body of Christ, the Church.

Another important thing also 
unites us: the shared suffering and 
shared martyrdom for Christ. In so 
many parts of the world, believers 
from different churches are sharing 
the same sufferings and enduring 
the same martyrdom for Christ. 
They are not being persecuted and 
killed because they are Catholic, 
or Anglicans, or Pentecostals or 
from some other denomination, but 
because they are “Christians.” In the 
eyes of the world we are already one 
single group, and it is a shame if we 
are not also that in reality.

How do we concretely put into 
practice this message of unity of 
love? Let us recall St. Paul’s hymn of 
charity. Each of his phrases acquires 

a new significance 
when applied to love 
among the members of 
the various Christian 
churches in ecumenical 
relationships:
Love is patient…
Love is not boastful…
Love is not rude…
Love does not seek 
its own interest (but 
seeks the interests of 
other churches as well). 
Love keeps no record 
of wrongs (keeps no 

by Cardinal Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM Cap.



6  ◆  Praise Him! May/June 2021  www.dljc.org  ◆  7

record of wrongs suffered from other 
Christians, but rather of the wrongs 
done to them) (see 1 Cor 13:4ff).

St. Francis in one of his 
Admonitions says, “Blessed is the 
servant who rejoices in the good that 
God does through others as if he had 
done it through him.” We can say, 
“Blessed is that Christian who is able 
to rejoice at the good that God does 
through other churches just as he is 
for the good that God does through 
his own church.”

We should always remember 
however that Christian unity, before 
being a duty to be accomplished, it’s 
gift to be implored. The unity of the 
Church comes about in the same way 
that unity in the Trinity does: “The 
Father and Son,” St. Augustine writes, 
“have willed us to be in communion 
among ourselves and with them by 
the same bond that unites them, 
namely, the love that is the Holy 
Spirit” (Sermon 71,12, 18).

It’s the shared experience of 

the Holy Spirit that explains why 
the liveliest and most constructive 
ecumenical dialogue is currently the 
one between two Christian groupings 
that are the farthest apart in terms of 
signs, structures, and ministries but 
closer in their common experience 
of the Holy Spirit, that is, between 
the Charismatic movements of the 
traditional churches on one side 
and the Pentecostal and Evangelical 
churches on the other.

Let us conclude with some 
famous words of St. Augustine: “Just 
as at that time the languages of all 
nations indicated the presence of the 
Holy Spirit, in the same way, he is 
now indicated by the love of the unity 
of all nations. The time you can be 
sure you have the Holy Spirit is when 
you consent through sincere charity 
firmly to attach your minds to the 
unity” (Sermon 269, 2, 4).

www.nsc-chariscenter.org 
Issue 3 2020 PENTECOST Today

Expectant 
Expectant 

FaithFaith
by Rev. Dr. Peter B. Coughlinby Rev. Dr. Peter B. Coughlin

The process of spiritual growth 
takes us from milk to solid food, from 
being fed to feeding ourselves, as we 
learn from the Lord Himself, as we 
are taught by the Holy Spirit. God’s 
intent is to lead us to become true 
icons of His Son who was filled with 
the Holy Spirit, was led by the Spirit, 
walked in step with the Spirit and was 
empowered in His ministry by the 
same Spirit.

There are certain unique or 
crucial moments in our lives when 
change and transformation take place. 
Our life’s direction can be changed 
as we are first changed. Certain 
experiences can change the way we 
think about God, ourselves and people 
in our lives. Even the way we live can 
be changed, the lifestyle we choose. 
At every step on the journey we can 
become a bit more like Jesus, taking 
on His character, His vision and goals. 
Being rooted in objective truth about 

God will keep us on a sure path to 
maturity in which our faith knows 
no limits. Our vision can be raised, 
our sense of calling heightened, as 
we entertain eureka moments in our 
lives.

Spiritual growth and personal 
transformation involve growth in 
faith. Faith is a matter of what we do, 
“I will prove to you that I have faith by 
showing you my good deeds.” (James 
2:18) “Faith is dead if it is separated 
from good deeds.” (James 2:26) “If 
there are any wise or learned men 
among you, let them show it by their 
good lives, with humility and wisdom 
in their actions.” (James 3:13) The 
experience side of faith is believing in 
God, trusting in the Holy Spirit.

We can have an intimate person-
to-person relationship with Him 
that involves trust, dependence and 
giving ourselves fully to His leading. 
Jesus says that for us to really “know” 

To become more Christ like we must go through a process 
of spiritual growth. In baptism we are given a unique gift of 
faith that needs to be nurtured and developed.

“I urge you to look forward, confident in the Lord’s fidelity. We 
know that we have in our hands a treasure destined for the whole 

Church and we must continue with humility and courage to 
propose it, knowing that the current of grace of the Spirit makes 

its way into hearts by its own strength… Courage therefore, 
servants of the Holy Spirit. … “Now, courage, O Zerubbabel—
declares the Lord, courage Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest; courage all you people of the land,—declares the Lord—

and to work for I am with you”. (Haggai 2,4)
Courage, courage, all people of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, 

to work because I am with you, says the Lord!”

From a letter to the Renewal  
by Cardinal Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM Cap., Rome, 27 March 2021
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the truth it is not just to believe the 
truth but we have to obey it. Our 
Christianity is not just to believe the 
truth but we have to obey it. Our 
Christianity is truth, but it is truth in 
action. It is the truth that we know 
and do that frees us and makes the 
impossible possible.

 In both the Old and New 
Testaments, we see God speaking to 
His people  in dramatic and sometimes 
even startling ways: in dreams and 
visions, inner impressions, through 
angels, tongues and interpretation, 
through discernment of spirits, 
preaching, teaching, witnessing, 
prophesying, through various 
circumstances and even in personal 
appearances. For example, in the 
eighth chapter of acts, Philip is lead to 
the Ethiopian eunuch through angelic 
visitation, the Holy Spirit speaking 
directly to him, and the Spirit even 
bodily transports him to Azotus. We 
should expect God to speak to in a 
variety of ways as the Bible clearly 
teaches us. The key to hearing God’s 
word or direction is knowing His 
voice (cf. Jn 10:3) and to know the 
voice of God we need to know the 
Father.

Good works are the result of 
dependence on the Holy Spirit. It is 

only when we get to the point 
where we totally abandon 
any confidence we had in 
our own strength, our gifts 
and talents, that we become 
fit vessels for the Holy Spirit, 
that we can have complete 
and continuing dependence 
on God. We can do nothing 
without the Lord. We should 
try to cultivate  a fertile 

environment be the Holy Spirit to use 
us as He wishes to do to build up not 
only individuals but the Church and 
to advance the kingdom of God.

 It is important for us to keep 
our hearts clean, to have regular 
confession and repentance; to call 
often for the Holy Spirit’s presence 
and power to be active in our lives. 
Just as we thirst more and more for 
the Holy Spirit so we must walk 
with the Spirit and make ourselves 
available to be used by the Holy Spirit 
through obedience to His word. For 
the Spirit to be at work in and through 
us we need to be where God wants us 
to be, doing what God wants us to do. 
Since we live by the Spirit we must 
keep in step with the Spirit. We must 
act on the prompting of the Spirit, 
on what we learn from the word of 
God. Otherwise our belief and our 
knowledge are not authentic.

 Faith is characterized by people 
believing in God’s word regardless of 
their circumstances, knowing God 
will act as we follow the Spirit’s lead 
and exercise the charismatic gift of 
faith that can move mountains.

Jesus was given all authority as 
recorded at the end of Mark’s Gospel 
and He has given authority to His 

apostles and disciples. Jesus had 
proclaimed and demonstrated the 
kingdom with signs and wonders, 
miracles, healings and deliverances. 
The apostles and disciples continue 
to teach what they heard and to do 
what Jesus did in healing and setting 
free. Believers today still do the same 
through the empowerment of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Expectant faith is anticipation 
with a growing assurance that God 
will do what He says He will do. We 
believe by faith that God though the 
Holy Spirit will not only meet our 
needs, but he will change us and fulfill 
His purposes in and through our lives 
of faith. We develop expectant faith 
in our daily walk in company with 
the Holy Spirit and in our ongoing 
personal relationship with Him. We 
must believe that God is at work in 
us and will bring forth His purposes, 
fulfilling His plan in our lives. 
Remember though, it requires both 
patience and persistence. 

Jesus commanded us to heal 

the sick and so we pray for the sick 
expecting much, even the impossible. 
That doesn’t mean that the results will 
be perfect but healing in some form 
always happens when we pray. Not 
everyone receives the healing they ask 
for. That does not mean that they are 
lacking in faith. We can have mixed 
motives in asking for healing; we may 
still have something to learn from the 
infirmity; the Lord may want to use 
it as a blessing for another; a person 
may be fearful of being healed; the 
person might not really believe God 
will heal, or that it will take awhile, or 
it’s too big or too small a thing to ask 
for. But God is God and does as He 
pleases in His way and in His timing.

Expectant faith is important 
and necessary in walking with and 
trusting the Spirit to act. Expect 
much—expect the impossible! And 
may it be done for you!

What does it take to become a Disciple?What does it take to become a Disciple?

Contact Sr. Ana Chiara for more information:
 806.567.3048 or dljcvocations@gmail.com

• • An openness to the gifts of the Holy SpiritAn openness to the gifts of the Holy Spirit
• • A zeal to proclaim the GospelA zeal to proclaim the Gospel
• • A desire for a simple life in the spirit of A desire for a simple life in the spirit of 

St. FrancisSt. Francis

 Reprinted with permission 
from the Bread of Life Magazine

www.thebreadof life.ca
January/February, 2014  



God. An earthquake happened and 
their chains were broken. Read Acts 
16:25-26. If we become a person 
of praise, what will happen to our 
relationship with God? The change 
will not take place on God's part, 
but ours. Our prayer life will become 
richer and our focus will be other.

" A text of the Eucharistic liturgy 
invites us to pray to God in this way. It 
says this: 'Although you have no need 
of our praise, yet our thanksgiving 
is itself your gift, since our praises 
add nothing to your greatness, but 
profit us for salvation'(Roman Missal, 
Common Preface IV). By giving 
praise, we are saved. The prayer of 
praise serves us. The Catechism 
defines it this way—the prayer of 
praise 'shares in the blessed happiness 
of the pure of heart who love God 

in faith before seeing Him in glory' 
(#2639)." (Pope Francis)

The prayer of praise opens up 
our hearts to God in a way that we 
can receive his love more. The sun is 
beaming brilliantly above me, but if I 
am locked up in a windowless room, 
I do not receive its light or warmth. 
The same is true if we are more focus 
on ourselves in prayer, our needs, 
rather than on the person of God. 
But if instead I focus on praising 
God, trusting in his mercy and love, 
then my arms and heart are open 
wide before the Lord. He knows my 
needs and loves me. Spend some time 
praising God for his goodness and 
mercy.
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We find ourselves as a nation 
living in a political nightmare of 
destruction and disunity. Many people 
have lost their source of income and 
are struggling to survive. There is 
a faith crisis among many as they 
question the relevance of organized 
religion.

Dark times and dire circum-
stances have been the lot of mankind 
from the beginning. And yet, there 
is a light that breaks through again 
and again. Strange as it may seem, 
this light is the prayer of praise. The 
Psalms became that light for the Cho-
sen People, especially the hymns of 
praise. Instead of only petitioning 
God to deliver them from their op-
pressors, they turned to the Lord with 
words of praise and thanksgiving. For 
a start, today, pray one of the follow-

ing psalms: psalm 148, 149, or 150 as 
part of your prayer time with God.

…There are a number of 
examples of people in the Old 
Testament praising God in the midst of 
personal, life-threatening difficulties. 
Read and reflect on Habakkuk 3:17-
19. Or the case of Shadrack, Meshach, 
and Abednego who refused to 
violate their covenant with God by 
worshipping a golden statue. They 
were bound and thrown into a white, 
hot furnace. Their response was to 
praise God. "Blessed are you, O Lord, 
the God of our fathers, and your 
name is praiseworthy and glorious for 
all ages" (Daniel 3:26). 

In the New Testament we have 
the witness of Paul and Silas. In jail in 
Philippi for preaching about Jesus, the 
two men began singing and praising 

As we continue our journey into this New Year 2021, we 
may find ourselves somewhat overwhelmed by what is 
happening in the world around us. We have the medical 

uncertainty of the spreading effects of the COVID 19 pandemic. 
Many people have died. 

by Bishop Sam Jacobs by Bishop Sam Jacobs 

Praise The Lord!Praise The Lord!

Reprinted with permission from 
spiritaflame1@gmail.com 

Jan. 18-20, 2021

Our God and Father who is above all,
You cover us with your wings and provide refuge for the weary, Your 

faithfulness is a shield and rampart. We ask that you would cover with 
your protection our Sisters and those who will be providing the roof for 
our Aging in Place facility. May they seek refuge in your care from the 

storms of life, especially those associated with illness and aging.
This roof is a symbol of our country remaining under Your blessing. We 
pray, Lord, may we truly be “one nation under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all.” Through the intercession of Saint Michael, 
we pray for the protection of our first responders, police and military 

who serve our country.
We also pray that, as the roof is built, the poor and homeless will also 

find shelter from the elements of nature.
St. Joseph, bless all those involved in the project, those who have 

helped design it, those who have helped financially, and those who will 
be part of the building process and those who pray with us for this 

endeavor. Amen!
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First Communion Retreat  
St. Thomas the Apostle, Amarillo, TX 

Sisters Christine Marie, Mary Nika & Victoria

Vocations Booth, Benedictine College, Atchison, KS  
Sisters Ana Chiara & Victoria & Postulant Mary Louise

First Communion Retreat 
St. Anthony’s, Hereford, TX 
Sisters Damiana & Fatima

Women’s Retreat, St. Louis, MO
Mother Lucy

Life Teen – Ennis, TX   Sr. Ana Chiara

WTAMU Catholic Student Center Retreat, Canyon, TX 
Sisters Anna Sophia & Elizabeth Ann Pre-Confirmation Retreat – St. Anthony’s, Hereford, TX 

Sisters Damiana & Anna Sophia

Virtual Community Retreat with Bishop Sam Jacobs

Virtual Ministry – Monterrey, Mexico
Sister Clara Virtual Ministry – Albuquerque, NM

Sisters Anthony & Catherine

dljc MINISTRIES & Eventsdljc MINISTRIES & Events
At the service of the New EvangelizationAt the service of the New Evangelization

Vocation Week – Coon Rapids, MN  Sisters Ana Chiara & Paula Marie
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Thank You for Your Support!

Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for charitable giving.   
All your gifts to us are tax-deductible

Monetary Gifts: Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time 
or occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:

Automatic Bank Draft  s Cash  s Check  s Gift Cards s  Paypal

Online using a Credit card on our secure site www.dljc.org

Stocks & Securities: By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax 
benefits, avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction 
of optimizing your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information.

Disciples Endowment Fund: Make a gift in honor of a living person 
or in memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will 
keep on giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor 
you make the gift will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you 
in this life and beyond.  

Disciples League for Evangelization: Become a member of this 
league by including our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you 
will continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters 
and at the same time receive significant estate tax savings. Please remember 
to inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you appropriately 
as well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass.

Project Emmanuel Aging in Place: You can be a part of this 
exciting opportunity to give back to our aged and infirmed Sisters by 
helping us create a facility for them to receive quality care at home. They 
are our gems - our prayer warriors who fight the good fight as we are on the 
front lines of spiritual warfare. Religious never retire! Instead, our ministry 
is transformed into something even more fruitful. For more information, 
please feel free to contact us or to visit our website www.dljc.org. You can 
leave a lasting legacy through your donation!

Prayer Town
PO Box 64

Prayer Town, TX
79010-0064

(806) 534-2312 ext. 116
sistersdljc@gmail.com

Amarillo
1828 Mustang St.

Amarillo, TX 79102
(806) 679-4525

dljcsisters@gmail.com

Thank you for helping make all of these possible!
May the Lord bless and keep you and reward you for your generosity to us.

Unrestricted Gifts 498,559.22 Evangelization/Newsletter 101,812.85 

Restricted Grants 19,269.00 Retreat/Guest House 11,925.33 

Restricted Gifts 163,260.26 Administration 19,343.35 

Bequests 807.00 Community

Ministries 144,363.00    Kitchen/Household  66,918.12

Government Benefits 44,768.00    Vehicles/Gasoline/travel  26,600.43

Investment Income 29,473.87    Medical 53,477.00

Patrimony 13,346.64    Social Security 34,230.96

Retreat House Fees 490.00    Vocation Promotion 2,739.45 

Miscellaneous  Income 35,005.49    Education/Formation 27,797.31 

Mexico General Fund 2,387.00    Utilities 57,007.40

   Chaplain 18,592.08

   Employee Payroll 25,798.69 

   Maintenance 36,266.00

   Other Operating Expenses 6,854.96 

Tithe 26,769.54 

Mission Advancement 35,406.25 

Capital Expenditures:

MH Windows & Doors 18,251.93

Industrial Dishwasher 3,300.00

New Septic Tanks 17,500.00

Cemetery Gravestone & StatuaryCemetery Gravestone & Statuary 10,700.00

Transfer to Medical Fund 46,780.00

Transfer to Retirement Fund 35,571.00

Transfer to Endowment Fund 807.00

Transfer to Mission Fund 880.00880.00

Transfer to Maintenance Fund  2,074.83

Transfer to Project Emmanuel 264,325.00

Total Income $ 951,729.48 Total Expenses/Transfers $ 951,729.48

2020 Expense Report
Income/Fund Use Expenses/Transfers

Sr.Elizabeth Ann
Mission Advancement 

Director

Sr.Rita
Mission Advancement 

Assistant Director
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