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Now faith is the assuranceiof things hoped for, the conviction
of things not seen. (rich 11:1)

Lent is a time of grace for all. This season encourages us to reflect deeply
on our sins and the sin in the world. It is as if we have been journeying
through Lent since the last year 2020. We have seen illness and death to an
unimaginable extent. Our country continues to experience unprecedented
turmoil. Sin, strife, and division are everywhere.

We believers, have that conviction that dawn will eventually come
piercing through the darkness. In spirit, we see a glimpse of a little flame still
burning. Our faith tells us that Easter is coming. As the Scripture says, “[it] is
the assurance of things hoped for..” The Easter Alleluias echo in our hearts.
We want to proclaim to the world: “Christ is risen!” As the hymn goes: “Over
sin He has conquered, Hallelujah! ... Over death victorious, Hallelujah! ... Over
sickness He has triumphed, Hallelujah! ... Jesus reigns over all!”

St. Francis of Assisi said, “Love is not loved.” This was recounted in one
of his early biographies. (Love is Not Loved, p. 7) We have the same dilemma
in this day and age. In spite of this God’s love is unwavering. As St. Paul says:
“in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us”
(Rom 8:37) “St. Paul’s fervor, his energy, his hope, his faith and his conviction”
should be an inspiration to us. With him we can cry out: “For I am convinced
that [nothing] will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord” (Nine Words and a Question Mark, p. 4) St. Joseph can also inspire
us. “[His] heart was chastened as he lived in obedient faith.” Because his heart
was pure he “was able to see God” (“Blessed Be Saint Joseph..”, p. 8) I love
what Pope Benedict XVI said about St. Joseph. “[H]is capacity to perceive
the divine. ... Only a man who is inwardly watchful for the
divine, [one] with a real sensitivity for God and His ways, can
receive God’s message in [his dream].”

Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us hold on to our faith.
Though we walk in darkness and in this valley of tears we
know that we are not alone. For the Lord Jesus promised,
“I am with you always, to the close of the age” (Mt 28:20)

J wish you all a “Gledious Easter!” ™
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A Note From
NMother Sfucg SFukasiewicz _@%f@

Superior General
Greetings in Jesus Christ!

So much has happened in these last few months here at Prayer Town
and in our other convents. As of January 22nd, we have established our
convent in the diocese of Pittsburgh as a Local House. Sister Angela Wagner
has been assigned as the Local Superior. Two of our Sisters are continuing
nursing school for the community’s future needs. Sister Mary Justin and
Sister Joan are working on an internship at the Catholic Renewal Center in
St. Louis. The rest of us continue to forge through the Coronavirus as God
continues to move powerfully among His people.

Reflecting on our upcoming Lenten pilgrimage, let us begin the journey
with great fervor. St. Bernard, abbot says: “There are three ways for wisdom
or prudence to abound in you: if you confess your sins, if you give thanks
and praise, and if your speech is edifying” I was struck as I read these words,
because I have been asking for greater wisdom. This sounds like an easy
way to gain wisdom and prudence. We tend to make things complicated, St.
Bernard says only three things. It would truly benefit our world, church and
families if we embark on this journey of wisdom and prudence.

May God truly bless you in your Lenten journey and may we let our
ongoing conversion, thanks and praise and edifying words build up the
body of Christ.

In Jesus,
THabked. ﬁ-’;l.l \ '}’i.}:,.. ““E.
LONE
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t is a probing, provocative, and pointed question. Yet, it is a
deceivingly simple nine words and a question mark. St. Paul in
his letter to the Romans asks: What will separate us from the

love of Christ? (Rom 8:35).

St. Paul answers: “Will anguish,
or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or the sword?
(Rom 8:35) No, in all these things we
conquer overwhelmingly through him
who loved us. (Rom 8:37). How can
we not be swept up in St. Paul’s fervor,
his energy, his hope, his faith, and his
conviction. For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor present things, nor
future things, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature will
be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This is from the apostle who, in
the same Letter to the Roman, has
already told us that in the grace of
God we have been saved and given
new life: Or are you unaware that we
who were baptized into Christ Jesus
4 « Praise Him! March/April 2021

were baptized into his death? We
were indeed buried with him through
baptism into death, so that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by
the glory of the Father, we too might
live in newness of life. (Rom 6:3-4)

We have been given newness
of life, led in the Spirit of God to be
children of God (Rom 8:14) and if
children, then heirs, heirs of God and
joint heirs with Christ. (Rom 8:17).
All of this pure gift, not earned, not
for sales as the price has already been
paid in full - it is the deal of a lifetime
- an eternal lifetime.

It is a simple question: nine
words and a question mark. What will
separate us from the love of Christ?

What I love about Scripture is
that is not a book of answers. All the
good stuff is in the questions or laced



within the lines of a parable. St. Paul
found that out the hard way on the
road to Damascus when knocked
to the ground, the Risen Christ
challenged him, asking why he was
persecuting the Christians? Why he
was persecuting Christ Himself? The
good stuff is in the questions.

Did St. Paul get all the answers
that day is a blinding flash of grace ...
nope. He got the big picture: Jesus is
Lord, the promised Messiah - but not
necessarily answers. After Damascus
he spent at least 3 years in the Arabian
desert seeking answers to the hard
questions. Then spent another 10
years on mission and preaching and
only then in what is perhaps his
last letter he can answer: What will
separate us from the love of Christ?
He answers: “For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor present things, nor
future things, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature will
be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom
8:38-39)

“For I am convinced...” Wow. “I
am convinced” Am I? Are you? Are
we as a community? Nine words and
a question mark. When have any of
us taken time for our version of the
Arabian desert?

We need to sit quietly and find
answer for ourselves and for this
community of faith. What will separate
us from the love of Christ? A good
place to start is what separates “me”
from the love of Christ. The answers
are many and legion - and perhaps
most begin with my cooperation
with temptation and sin. Giving in to

the small things, sin against love of
neighbor, impatience leading to a lack
of charity, too quick to frustration,
too quick return the clever comment,
too slow to reach out to help, too
afraid to stand out from the safety
of the crowd, too quick to dismiss all
the times I chose anger, greed, sloth,
pride, lust, envy, or gluttony. “We are
only human...right?” In each one of
the deadly sins is a form of idolatry-
of-self. I choose myself instead of the
love of Christ.

What will separate us from
the love of Christ? As personal a
question as it is, it also a question for
the community. I am sure there are
seven deadly sins for a church body
- maybe just larger scale versions of
the traditional deadly sins. But one
hallmark of that separation will be
that the love of Christ is simply not
present or evident in the body and
members of our parish in the way in
which we face the world.

Several years ago someone sent
me a YouTube music video called
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“Take Me to Church” Within it, part
of the refrain is haunting: “Take me
to church I have done so many bad
things, it hurts. Get me to church,
but not to the ones that hurt...” Not
to the one who cannot or will not be
the fountain of Christs love, pouring
a never-ending river of Holiness,
Hope, Healing and Hospitality into
the world.

There is a whole world out there
that needs to know the love of Christin
their lives. It is a big task, but it was for
this that we were baptized. It is
for this that we are
called to be the
community
that will not
separate itself
from the love
of Christ, nor
push  others
away. To be the
Church that dares
to call itself Christian
and does not take on that
name in vain. To be the love
of Christ in our families, among
our friends, for strangers, for the
ones who try our patience, for the one
who ask too much or too often. We
are called to be the Church that hears
today's gospel command: “There is
no need for them to go away; give
them some food yourselves”... and
naturally, instinctively responds.

We hear the call, but I would
suggest it calls from the other side
of nine words and a question mark:
What will separate us from the love of
Christ? Have we engaged the question
as individuals? As families? As a
church community?
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St. Matthew tells us in his gospel,
“Jesus made the disciples get into a
boat and precede him to the other
side of the sea, while he dismissed the
crowds. After doing so, he went up
on the mountain by himself to pray.
When it was evening, he was there
alone” (Mt 14:22-23)

These readings are not a book of
answers. It has questions that should
stop us in our tracks intuitively
knowing how weak our answer would
be. It is that instinctive moment that
lead you up the mountain to
pray, into a virtual
Arabian desert to
sort things out.

It is that
moment that
reminds you we
are children of
God and heirs to
kingdom - if only
we remain in Christ.

Bring that
instinctual moment to this
Eucharist when, in this sacred
moment, there is nothing that
separates us from the love of Christ.

Then find your Arabian desert
and begin to assess faithfully and
honestly what it is that keeps you
from the love of Christ. And then take
that to the mountain of prayer. And
in time, with the grace of God, we too
can answer: For I am convinced...
I am convinced that nothing can
separate me from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

will

Reprinted with permission from
friarmusings.com, August 2, 2020



by Fr. Bill Kraus OFMCap.

ood Morning, Good People. My name is Brother Bill Kraus.
In our Friary chapel here in San Antonio Texas, Our Lady
of the Angels Friary, we have one of my favorite paintings

of St. Francis of Assisi.

Probably painted while St.
Francis was still alive. He is shown
here, wiping his eyes with a little
towel because he had a very serious
eye illness which made him almost
blind,—almost blind by the time
he died. This painting is sometimes
called “The Weeping Francis” and
perhaps it got that title, that nick-
name, from an incident recounted by
one of the early biographies of Francis
weeping over the love of God.

Francis used to pray a lot in the
woods and he used to meditate on
God’s great love for us. One time as
he came out of the woods, one of his
brothers met him and said, “Francis,
stop crying, it will only make your
eyes worse,” Francis said, “I can’t stop
crying, because Love is not loved.”

The Bible is full of references
to God’s people weeping, crying in
prayer. and God is weeping with us
and responding to our prayers. If you
look at the book of Lamentations,
many Psalms, the Passion of Jesus,

Himself.

One of the lines in Psalm 6 says,
“I cry out to God all of the day long
and at night I water my bed with
tears” Many tears fill our prayers:
joy, sorrow, gratitude—gratitude over
good and sadness over that which
is not good; longing for God and
longing for God’s people. We cry out
for mercy, for repentance, for the
conversion of the world.

And we only shed our tears in
union with the Blessed Virgin Mary
and the saints—our family and our
friends. Our tears in prayer are
holy weeping. Thank God for tears.
Let them flow freely in our prayer,
especially so that Love will be loved.

May the Lord bless all of you and
give you His peace.

Used with permission from

Good Morning, Good People

Sept. 21, 2020 reflection

© Capuchin Province of St. Conrad
www.capuchins.org
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(Blessed Be Saint Joseph [Part II] from Fr. Boniface Hicks, OSB’ forthcoming book,
“Through the Heart of St. Joseph”; Copyright © 2021 by Fr. Boniface Hicks, OSB. Do
not reprint without permission. For more infomation visit http://fatherboniface.org)

he chaste love of Joseph for Mary was lived out primarily
in their home in Nazareth. The hidden life of Nazareth was
described beautifully by Pope St. Paul VI while he personally

visited that holy place:

Nazareth is the school in which
webegin to understand thelife of Jesus.
It is the school of the Gospel. Here we
learn to observe, to listen, to meditate,
and to penetrate the profound and
mysterious meaning of that simple,
humble, and lovely manifestation of
the Son of God. And perhaps we learn
almost imperceptibly to imitate Him.
Here we learn the method by which
we can come to understand Christ. ®

If we can learn to understand
and imitate Christ by visiting that
place spiritually and mystically, how
much more did Joseph come to
understand and imitate Christ while
he lived there with Him for so many
years? Pope St. Paul VI gives us the
method: “observe”, “listen”, “meditate”
and we will “penetrat the mystery.
That mystery is clothed in a “simple”,
“humble” and “lovely” veil. We return
here to St. Joseph's pure heart that was
8 ¢ Praise Him! March/April2021
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able to see God (cf. Mt 5:8) and we try
to learn the secret of his chaste purity.
His heart was chastened by many
years of heartache, longing, seeking
and self-denial.

The Holy Family ended up in
Nazareth because of another one
of Joseph’s dreams. After spending
their whole married life in exile, they
finally came to a place they could call
a home. They were led there by an
angel in the fourth dream, guided to
avoid another murderous tyrant. In
this case, St. Joseph heard the bad
news and first felt fear before the Lord
re-directed him through the angel.
The Scripture tells us:

But when he heard that
Archelaus reigned over Judea
in place of his father Herod, he
was afraid to go there, and being
warned in a dream he withdrew
to the district of Galilee. And



he went and dwelt in a city
called Nazareth, that what was
spoken by the prophets might
be fulfilled. “He shall be called
a Nazarene” (Mt 2:22-23).

St. Joseph's heart was chastened
as he lived in obedient faith over
so many years. The Lord gave him
a few lights, though they could be
considered a mixed blessing. One
light that Joseph received was the
spiritual consolation that came
through a dream. We do
not know exactly how he
experienced his dreams,
but we know that
they were strong
enough to move
him to take
radical steps in his
life. St.Ignatius of
Loyola described

various qualities
of spiritual
consolation and

we could presume
that one of these
describes the
experience of
St. Joseph. St
Ignatius tells us that these bodily-
spiritual experiences accompany the
movements of the good spirit. They
are the overflow of divine grace into
our inner senses—our imagination,
memory and feelings.

Spiritual consolation some-
times feels like our hearts are on fire
with love for our Creator and Lord,
such that we feel lifted up above
every other creature. Sometimes
we experience the grace of God’s

closeness as tears that move us
because we are overwhelmed by
God’s love in Christ’s Passion or the
other mysteries of His life or because
we are moved to contrition for our
sins, since we have offended such
a loving God. Other times we are
moved to an increase of the virtues
of faith, hope or love. An increase
of faith could be described as really
knowing what we already believe.
For example, while we readily confess
the Real Presence of Jesus in the
Eucharist, an increase of faith could
be the sudden, overwhelming
certainty that that is really
and truly Him! Likewise, an
increase of hope could be
a sudden confidence
that things are going
to work out, that
God is going to
come through,
even when things
are  very, very
bad. St. Ignatius
also points to
spiritual joy as
a sign of God’s
communication
of grace and lastly
he mentions peace and all interior
stillness. °

We can suppose that St. Joseph
awoke from his dream with some
tangible experience of spiritual
consolation to make such a sudden,
radical decision with a certainty
that was clear and beyond doubt.
He needed such a strong movement
of the Holy Spirit to take such a
drastic step. He received that clear
guidance on four different occasions

www.dljc.org « 9



that are recorded in Scripture. At
the same time, our dreams and even
our spiritual experiences have a
way of fading into the background.
Remember that Jesus had to chastise
the Church in Ephesus, “I have this
against you, that you have abandoned
the love you had at first” (Rev 2:4).
Our first love often has to do more
with His love for us which intoxicates
us (Acts 2:15). That love must be
chastened by living it out. Joseph’s
love for God and his love for his wife
and her Child were chastened over
many years in Egyptian exile while
clinging to the memory of a dream.
His years in Nazareth were surely the
same.

One thing that surely helped
him was the way that his wife loved
and trusted him. Mary believed him.
She believed each one of his dreams.
We have no reason to believe that
she received any particular spiritual
consolation herself. ~ She simply
trusted in the man God had sent
into her life. And she trusted him
completely—with her life and
the life of her most precious Son.
Chaste love is always sustained and
strengthened by chaste love. Joseph’s
trustworthiness and fidelity were
supported and strengthened by his
wife’s trust and faithfulness in return.

There is something powerful
about mutual trust. The interlocking
of mutual trust between two loving
hearts is a three-ply cord that is hard

to break from the outside (Eccl.
4:12). Their mutual trust and love
remained unbroken through all the
trials of exile, the uncertainties of
the journey, the hardships of finding
a place to live, of navigating a new
language, of adjusting to a foreign
culture, of seeking out an unknown
destination. On the other hand, there
is something so fragile about such
trust, because it is hyper-sensitive to
the smallest acts of infidelity. Such
trust allows the hands of another
right inside the ribcage to touch the
heart directly and a small wrong
movement can cause such great pain.
For this reason, Mary’s radical
trust in Joseph were a confirmation
and strength for him, but also a
reason for holy fear. Her trustlet him
all the way inside. A selfish decision,
a callous word, or a harsh action
could cause tremendous pain to that
sensitive and vulnerable heart. Such
vulnerability is necessary for true
intimacy, but it takes a great risk.
Mary and Joseph learned during
years of exile to become even more
perfectly attuned to each other
until they landed in the place of
their dreams—or at least the place
of Joseph’s dream: Nazareth. Let us
spend a little time in the mystical
place in the way St. Paul VI taught us:
observing, listening, and meditating
until we come to love and imitate the
chaste hearts of Jesus and Joseph.

8 Pope St. Paul VI, “Homily in the Basilica
of the Annunciation in Nazareth during

His Pilgrimage to the Holy Land,” January
5, 1964, https://www.papalencyclicals.net/
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paul06/péreflect.htm.

° Ignatius of Loyola, The Spiritual Exercises
of St. Ignatius: Or Manresa, Reprint edition
(Charlotte, NC: TAN Books, 1999), #316.



’Contacf Sr. Ana Chiara for more informatio:
1(806) 567-3048 or dljcvocations@ ail.co

Heavenfy Father, 1you chose St. joscyﬁ to be the _proviz{er and protector
cfyour Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, afong with His Beloved Mother
Mary. Tflrougﬁ the intercession af St. ]osgpﬁ, we pray for those who
are providing for the walls of our Aging in Place, Quality Home Care
Center. May their prayers and intentions be answered; and may they
abvays know your protection over their family and home.

We pray that those Sisters who will be living there would continue to

realize that their greatest work is prayer and intercession as they offer

their limitations am{sqﬁerings to the Most Higfl, in order to ﬁlli[l{lf})
a spiritual shelter for those suffering in our world.

May we ﬁm'ﬁ{qp walls gf_pmise when we worsﬁij) in the envisioned
cﬁayef, that at all times You wi[[ﬁey;*aisedandg[o;ﬂfiecf May the

many visitors who will come to usfim{a haven gf})mcc am[ﬁm[ing

on their yi@r‘iirlﬂge gf @[e.

St. ]osgpﬁ, bless all those involved in the  project, those who have [16!}161{
z{esign it, those who have ﬁeﬁzm{financia[ﬁj, and those who will be
part g‘ the 614i[:{ing process and those who pray with us for

this endeavor. Amen!
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NLIG MANINTE

Sisters Mary Justin ® Joan, Internsflya at
Catholic Renewal Center, St. Louis, MO

Casa de Nazaret, Mexico House Team
Sisters Clara (Local Superior),

Sisters Ana Chiara @ Anna Sophia at “SEEK”
Conference, FOCUS, College Station, TX
& . ;
. Virtual Spanish
Unbound
ministry with
Sisters Anna
Sophia © Fatima

Virtual Come @ See
at the sisters’ Prayer Mectin_q
N o ” 3 - -

T ———
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e vangelization

, I,
Ofive Branch Pittsﬁmgﬁ, PA House Team
Sisters Angela (Local Superior) (M),
Marie Fidelis (The Ark and the Dove
Administrator) (R) ® Marguerite Marie (L)

5 TN

{ The Ark © the Dove, Young Adult Women’s Group

(Virtual) Rgf[ection
> commenmtm‘ﬁ)r
UE-CCP (University of the

East-Christian Communities

Program) Prayer Group in
the Philippines by

Sister Juliana

Qatar Virtual Retreat with Sisters Rita (L), Ana
Chiara, Anna quﬁia (R) © Paula Marie (M)
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AMARILLO PRAYER TOwWN
1828 Mustang St. PO Box 64
Amarillo, TX 79102 Prayer Town, TX
(806) 679-4525 79010-0064

SR..E.LIZABETH ANN et @mafl e o SRr. R1TA (806) 534-2312 ext. 116
Mission Advancement Mission Advancement sistersdljc@gmail.com

Director Assistant

Dear Friends of the Disciples,

God 1is a good God! Even in the midst of this
pandemic He is moving and revealing His sovereignty
and might.

Project Emmanuel, our Aging in Place campaign,
continues to move forward. There is still time to
partner with us for this worthy cause. Visit our
website www.dljc.org for more information.

Below you will see our projected expenses for
this year. Thank you in advance for your prayers and
support. May the Lord bless all your days.

2021 Projected Expenses

Administration 8,800.00 | Retreat/Guest House 18,500.00

Treasurer's 2,250.00 | Utilities 59,952.00

Office

Sacristy/ 24,000.00 | Formation 9,290.00

Chaplain

Music 4,990.00 | Local Houses 43,300.00

Divine Office 125.00 | Ministry 11,300.00

Office Supplies 2,800.00 | Maintenance 38,300.00

Library 1,630.00 | Taxes 650.00

Mail 1,000.00 | Bank Charges 2,600.00

Computers/ 5,150.00 | Newsletter 32,157.00

Technology

Kitchen 42,500.00 | Mission 66,655.00
Advancement

Temporalities 11,000.00 | Education 68,683.00

Medical 54,826.00 | Tithe 15,000.00

Sewing 1,000.00 | Payroll Expenses 26,745.00

Travel 27,000.00 | To Retirement Fund 19,200.00

Immigration 3,300.00 | To Medical 36,600.00
Emergency Fund

Vehicle 29,474.00 | SUBTOTAL 714,957.00

Social Security 36,000.00 | Extraordinary 190,680.00

Payments Expenses

Vocations 10,180.00 | TOTAL 905,637.00
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7’ for Your Support!
/ fank.

aﬂwmow/W in Face: You can be a part of this

exciting opportunity to give back to our aged and infirmed Sisters by
helping us create a facility for them to receive quality care at home. They
are our gems - our prayer warriors who fight the good fight as we are on the
front lines of spiritual warfare. Religious never retire! Instead, our ministry
is transformed into something even more fruitful. For more information,
please feel free to contact us or to visit our website www.dljc.org. You can
leave a lasting legacy through your donation!

/VLW&WZ% 97/55 Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time

or occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:
Automatic Bank Draft ¢Cash ¢ Check ¢*Gift Cards ¢ Paypal
Online using a Credit card on our secure site www.dljc.org

5#00{5 & Secwrities: By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax

benefits, avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction
of optimizing your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information.

@{/5095//@5 CSH&/WW (FMMake a gift in honor of a living person
or in memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will
keep on giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor
you make the gift will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you
in this life and beyond.

/&/Z S 2 ‘o : Become a member of this
leagueoﬁl lncludmg our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you
will continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters
and at the same time receive significant estate tax savings. Please remember
to inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you appropriately
as well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass.

Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for charitable giving.

All your gifts to us are tax—deductible
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