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  ... Hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has ... Hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has 

been given to us. been given to us.   (  (Rom 5:5)Rom 5:5)

The inspiration from the Lord early this year to use the theme of hope has 
been timely. The challenges as a result of the pandemic has upended our lives 
rapidly and dramatically. Our beautiful litugical celebrations of Holy Week and 
Easter were without a congregation and live streamed in our homes. 

Our Pentecost celebration might be different as well but we are not without 
hope because we have the Holy Spirit. We need to hold on to that promise in 
Romans 5:5 (cited above). The immediately preceding verses also brought me 
great comfort, “...we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope...” 
Truthfully, it might be hard to say “rejoice in our suffering” but the good news 
is that suffering builds up our character which produces hope.

We all are suffering in one way or the other. During one of my prayer times 
I was overcome with deep emotion when the Lord gave me a stark realization 
of man’s poverty: our helplessness and hopelessness without Him. Suddenly I 
was flooded with tears of repentance and begged the Lord for mercy for us His 
people and the world.

The article Sharing The Charisms With Confidence (page 4) encourages 
us to use the gifts of the Holy Spirit in confidence to build up [by our words 
of hope] the body of Christ. The Solemnity of Pentecost homily of Pope Francis 
from 2018 (page 7) is apropos in our current situation. “The Holy Spirit... 
enters into situations and transforms them. He changes hearts and he changes 
the situations... .” Let us also heed St. Paul’s words in Galatians 5:25 as cited in 
the Letter of Peter Herbeck (page 8) to “walk by the Spirit.” Walking in the Spirit 
“is the key to a healthy, vital Christian life.” In  Sr. Mary Thomas’ article, You 
Can Become a Message of Hope to Those Around You (page 11), she shows us 
two responses we can make to God in times of adversity. She gives us simple 
steps “to bring hope to a suffering world.”

As springtime is upon us let us celebrate and rejoice 
the “extraordinariness” of this season stirring within us the 
flame of hope in our hearts. The Holy Spirit, our hope, will 
get us through our present affliction.

Be blessed!



Mother Lucy Lukasiewicz, DLJCMother Lucy Lukasiewicz, DLJC
Superior GeneralSuperior General

A Note FromA Note From
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My dear friends in Jesus, 
“We are an Easter People and alleluia is our song.” It is during this 

time of trial that we are encouraged to praise. Praise Him in the morning, 
praise Him in the noonday and praise Him when the sun goes down. So I 
encourage everyone to praise, to keep our eyes on Jesus and to continue to 
beseech Him for a miracle for an end to Covid-19.  

It is providential that Matt Maher wrote the song called Alive and 
Breathing.  This is the chorus: 

Joy still comes in the morning
Hope still walks with the hurting
If you’re still alive and breathing

Praise the Lord
Don’t stop dancing and dreaming

There’s still Good News worth repeating
So lift your head and keep singing

Praise the Lord

We are in an earthly springtime. Spring reminds us of newness. Even 
though we have frost that comes and interrupts the vegetative life for just a 
moment, we know that the flowers will bloom again, the honey bees will be 
pollinating again and our earth will be ready to receive the seed.  Frankly, 
this all excites me and gives me the energy to get out and plant. Every day 
I look at the progress of the seed.  What joy springs forth to see the sprout, 
then the shoot then the growth and finally the harvest. He is the Lord of 
the Harvest! 

Let us enter into the springtime God offers us.  Don’t be afraid of the 
tumultuous weather, the wind, the heat nor Covid-19. But, fortify yourself 
from these things with the blanket of prayer and reading the Word of God.  
We will bloom in God’s garden. As we live in the Spirit, let our fragrance 
rise up in a pleasing way to the Trinity. Let us truly Love one another.

Amen!  Alleluia!
   

LOVELOVE
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Later we attended an area 
prayer meeting, where the praise and 
worship were extended and the words 
came forth after a powerful time of 
praying in tongues, and the word was 
delivered with confidence and with 
power. It became clear to me that it 
is so important to building up the 
body of Christ that all can see clearly 
that the Holy Spirit is in charge of 
the meeting and we can be confident 
that we are to praise, worship, sing 
with confidence, pray in tongues and 
prophesy with confidence, so that all 
will know that we believe that the 
Holy Spirit is leading us and wants 
to build up the people of God. As we 
continue to be confident the Lord will 

continue to add to our numbers.
“In him and through faith in him 

we may approach God with freedom 
and confidence” (Eph 3:12 NIV).
 “…[Y]ou then, though you are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your 
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask him!” (Lk 11:13).

God, our loving Father, asks 
us to come and approach him with 
confidence. If we have asked him 
and Jesus to send us the Holy Spirit, 
we need to be confident that God 
is faithful to his promises and that 
we have received the outpouring of 
his Holy Spirit. We are called to be 
confident that we have the first gift 

Sharing The Charisms Sharing The Charisms 
With ConfidenceWith Confidence

Recently when attending a small prayer group, I was 
disappointed by a lack of power in the utilization of the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. There was little freedom as the leader 

seemed to be operating off of a schedule and was quite concerned 
that things needed to be done by a certain time. The music played 
for a short period of time and then he called for the sharing of 
word gifts and there were two words, one from the scripture and 
one delivered by a woman. The prophecy was delivered as though 
it was just another nice thing to say.

by Gary Mader



which is the Holy Spirit and also are 
confident that he has given us gifts to 
build up the body of Christ that we 
are with. “So it is with you. Since you 
are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to 
excel in gifts that build up the church” 
(1 Cor. 14:12 NIV).

We in the charismatic renewal 
have been extremely blessed to have 
experienced the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit and the accompanied gifts 
(charisms) of this outpouring of 
God’s Holy Spirit. Paul challenged the 
early Christians to be bold and eager 
to have the gifts of the Spirit but 
he also said to use them 
wisely and in proper 
order.

Paul saw how 
evangelistic the 
charisms could 
be if they were 
done in such 
a manner as 
to honor God. 
St. Paul never 
said don’t use 
them, but rather 
he encouraged their 
use as a means of 
drawing others to Christ. 
In 1 Corinthians 14, he especially 
encourages the gift of prophecy 
because he says that it builds up the 
body of Christ particularly for new 
people. He also says that tongues help 
to build up the individual believer.

Having said all this, what is our 
current situation as we look at prayer 
groups today? There are some groups 
who are saying we need to minimize 
the charisms or minimize their use 
so as not to offend anyone who might 

come into our group. In other cases, 
some groups are practicing various 
devotions and it is difficult to know 
if they are charismatic and what their 
purpose is.

The more charisms are present 
the more people will be challenged 
to seek them from the Lord. In 1 
Corinthians 14:31, Paul speaks to 
the community about the order of 
prophecy and he suggests that the 
prophets should prophesy in order so 
that all may benefit. “For you can all 
prophesy one by one so that all may 

learn and be encouraged” (1 Cor 
14:31).

So it is with 
tongues, even 

though Paul is 
correcting some 
behaviors, he is 
also exhorting 
the church to 
use this gift. 
Prophecy is for 
the believers 

who are there 
and tongues is for 

unbelievers who may 
be new to the meeting. 

“Now I should like all of you 
to speak in tongues (1 Cor 14:5) … 
I give thanks to God that I speak in 
tongues more than any of you” (1 Cor 
14:18). Paul clearly encourages the 
use of these charisms.

We also see how healing plays 
such a prominent role in the early 
chapters of Acts. Peter and John are 
imprisoned for healing the crippled 
beggar at “the Beautiful Gate.” Their 
response is “to evangelize” the 
Sanhedrin by proclaiming what they 
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had just accomplished in the name 
of Jesus. The people praised God for 
what had happened and gave glory 
to God. All through the Acts of the 
Apostles we hear about the people 
praising God for what God is doing 
through the Holy Spirit (Acts 4:29-
31).

The Holy Spirit gave men and 
women the power to preach and 
teach, even those who had no formal 
training but who had an encounter 
with the Holy Spirit. Among them 
Peter, Stephen, Phillip, and of course 
Paul stand out. These are men who 
became leaders, teachers, preachers, 
evangelists, deacons, prophets and 
healers. People who witnessed by their 
life and testimony with charisms that 
testified to the presence of the Holy 
Spirit did so with the confidence that 
the charisms they were utilizing were 

from the Spirit of God. So it is with 
us today. The more confidently we use 
the charisms the more winsome we 
will be and the more others will be 
drawn to use the charisms to build the 
body of Christ.

We in the Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal believe that the charisms 
experienced in the early church are 
for today. One of the roles of the 
Holy Spirit delineated in the ... NSC 
mission statement says that the action 
of the Holy Spirit leads us to ministry 
empowered by the charisms for 
evangelization and service. If we are 
empowered with the charisms by the 
Holy Spirit, we certainly need to use 
them with confidence so as to give the 
glory to the God who gave them to us. 

Reprinted with permission from
Pentecost Today 

January/February/March 2010

What does it take to become a Disciple? What does it take to become a Disciple? 

For more information:
contact Sr. Ana Chiara
  1 (806) 567-3048 or 

dljcvocations@gmail.com

•	•	 An openness to the gifts An openness to the gifts 
of the Holy Spiritof the Holy Spirit

•	•	 A zeal to proclaim         A zeal to proclaim         
the Gospelthe Gospel

•	•	 A desire for a simple life in A desire for a simple life in 
the spirit of St. Francisthe spirit of St. Francis
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The Holy Spirit is the divine force that changes the world. ...  
[He] enters into situations and transforms them. He changes 
hearts and he changes situations.

The Holy spirit changes hearts. 
Jesus had told his disciples: “You will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses” (Acts 1:8). ...

The Spirit frees hearts chained 
by fear. He overcomes all resistance. 
To those content with half measures 
he inspires whole-hearted generosity. 
He opens hearts that are closed. He 
impels the comfortable to go out and 
serve. He drives the self-satisfied to 
set out in new directions. He makes 
the lukewarm thrill to new dreams. 
That is what it means to change hearts. 
Plenty of people promise change, new 
beginnings, prodigious renewals, but 
experience teaches us that no earth-
ly attempt to change reality can ever 
completely satisfy the human heart. 
Yet the change that the Spirit brings 
is different. It does not revolutionize 
life around us, but changes our hearts. 
It does not free us from the weight of 
our problems, but liberates us with-

in so that we can face them. It does 
not give us everything at once, but 
makes us press on confidently, never 
growing weary of life. The Spirit keeps 
our hearts young – a renewed youth. 
Youth, for all our attempts to prolong 
it, sooner or later fades away; the Spir-
it, instead, prevents the only kind of 
aging that is unhealthy: namely, grow-
ing old within. How does he do this? 
By renewing our hearts, by pardon-
ing sinners. Here is the great change: 
from guilty he makes us righteous and 
thus changes everything. From slaves 
of sin we become free, from servants 
we become beloved children, from 
worthless worthy, from disillusioned 
filled with hope. By the working of the 
Holy Spirit, joy is reborn and peace 
blossoms in our hearts.

Reprinted from  
Libreria Editrice Vaticana

www.vatican.va
Sunday, 20 May 2018

SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOSTSOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST
EXCERPT FROM THE HOMILY OF  EXCERPT FROM THE HOMILY OF  
HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCISHIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
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This is the time of year that 
many people make new resolutions, 
most of which are attempts to break 
old, less healthy habits, and to begin 
to build positive ones. Often the 
resolutions are focused on getting 
healthy, improving eating habits, 
exercising more consistently, living a 
more balanced life, and in some cases, 
aligning behavior and thought-life 
with higher values and goals.

I’d like to challenge all of us to 
make a life-changing resolution: to 
embrace St. Paul’s exhortation to 
“walk by the Spirit” (Gal 5:25).
To “walk by the Spirit” means to 
have fellowship with the Holy Spirit, 
and in its simplest expression, 
fellowship with the Spirit means to 
talk to the Holy Spirit.

That may seem obvious, but let 
me ask: When was the last time you 

spoke to the Holy Spirit? Can you 
recognize his voice? Do you live with 
a vivid realization that God the Holy 
Spirit dwells in you, “that your body is 
a temple of the Holy Spirit, which you 
have from God?” (1 Cor 6:19). 

I’m not asking whether you 
believe the dogmatic truth that the 
Holy Spirit dwells in you; I’m asking 
if you have a growing, maturing 
relationship with Him? A simple 
way to answer that question is to 
ask yourself whether you talk to the 
Holy Spirit on a regular, daily basis? 
I’m not asking the question to judge 
or criticize but to help us honestly 
take stock of whether or not we are 
walking in the full relationship with 
the Holy Spirit.

That is the key to a healthy, 
vital Christian life. That relationship 
enables us to walk in virtue, to come 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
[I would like] to share a few thoughts about a resolution 
we can make that has the potential to yield abundant fruit 

in the year ahead!
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into the promises of God, and to 
begin to experience the “full joy” and 
“full life” that Jesus promised. These 
graces and promises come to life in 
us through our relationship with the 
Holy Spirit.

This kind of personal and deeply 
rewarding relationship with the Holy 
Spirit is possible because He is a 
person! Think about it: God the Holy 
Spirit dwells in you—the third person 
of the Trinity! For what purpose? To 
reveal the Father and the Son to you, 
personally. St. Paul reminds us so 
beautifully that the “Spirit himself 
witnesses to our spirit that we are 
children of God” (Rom 8:16).

Stop to consider what’s 
being said here: God Himself 
lives in you—within the 
deepest part of you, 
in your spirit. The 
Holy Spirit, who 
raised Jesus from 
the dead, is at 
work in you! He 
comes to bear 
witness to your 
inner man, to bring 
convincing power 
to your spirit, to help 
you see, and to give you 
experiential knowledge 
and unshakable conviction that 
you are a child of God.

The Holy Spirit brings so much 
to us: He advocates for us, He counsels 
us, He literally makes us “born again,” 
a new creation. He is the power that 
makes us children of God, the one 
who leads us to all truth and who 
anoints us to carry on Jesus’ mission. 
Above all, He is the down payment, 

the first installment, the “guarantee 
of our inheritance until we acquire 
possession of it” (Eph 1:14)—of “an 
inheritance which is imperishable, 
undefiled and unfading” (1 Pt 1:4). 
He enables us to “become partakers 
of the divine nature” (2 Pt 1:4).

Let’s resolve to set our minds on 
the One who dwells within. Jesus said, 
“the kingdom of God is within you” 
(Lk 17:21). It’s easy to fall into the 
habit of thinking that God is distant, 
and that we have to try, through our 
prayers, to get Him interested, hoping 
He will hear us, that He will draw near. 
Too often, we forget the fact that He 
couldn’t be closer to us, and that all 

we need to do is to turn to Him in 
the quiet of our hearts. That is 

where He is, always, every 
day, around the clock. 

He longs to meet 
you there, to talk 
with you.

To walk by 
the Spirit, we 
must talk to the 
Spirit. That’s 

how we grow. Even 
more, however—

we must listen to 
the Holy Spirit. He 

doesn’t speak audibly—
at least not very often—but He 

does make Himself known in ways 
we can understand: through subtle 
impressions; inspired thoughts; and 
encouragements, perhaps even the 
words or actions of others, all of which 
release new life and power within. To 
hear Him, we need to seek Him, to 
listen quietly for his “still, small voice” 
in the silence of our hearts. If we seek 
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to engage Him, we will find Him; if we 
listen attentively, we will begin to hear 
and recognize His voice. The power 
He releases is often small, but real, 
and it produces the fruit of genuine 
transformation.

To talk with Him isn’t 
complicated; it’s simple. It may be 
difficult at first because we’re not used 
to it. Begin with small steps. Make a 
point to set aside a few minutes four 
or five times a day, just to speak with 
Him. Engage Him with simple words: 

“Holy Spirit, I love you.”
“Please help me hear and  

understand You.”
“Thank You for the way You love me.”
“Help me understand what You think 

and feel about me, my life,  
and my family.”

“Speak Lord, your servant  
is listening.”

Let the words flow from your 
heart, not in formal, lengthy prayers, 
but with childlike simplicity. The 
more you do it, the easier it becomes.

If we resolve to go deeper in 
the Spirit—to engage Him from the 
heart on a daily basis, developing a 
more consistent and simple habit of 
prayer, He will change us. This is the 
place of healing and transformation, 
the place of freedom and life, the 
place where we begin to touch the 
full joy Jesus promised.

This is the only kind of 
resolution that ultimately will bring 
the personal transformation we long 
for, a transformation that is strong 
enough to bring healing to a deeply 
divided, confused, and lost world.

Reprinted with permission from 
Renewal Ministries

January 2020

suffering world.

Here are some simple steps: 
1. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit for a 
super-abundance of grace, and to fill 
your heart with hope. 
2. Praise Him no matter what. Praise 
builds up hope and puts us in an 
attitude that is in relation with the 
Holy Spirit.
3. Share words of hope to those 
around you—not in a preachy way, 
but in an attitude that will inspire 
others. 

4. Pray for those who you see are 
struggling. 
5. Keep repeating the above steps 
until we are out of this trial.

Often, what I find is that when 
I offer words of hope to others, even 
when I’m feeling down, it not only 
lifts the other up, but lifts me up as 
well.

May the Love and Peace of 
God surround you and cover you. 
He is faithful and He has promised a 
future full of hope.

(Continued from p. 11)
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You Can Become a       You Can Become a       
Message of HopeMessage of Hope

 to Those Around You to Those Around You

It’s a common misconception 
that God is up there beyond the grief 
of this world, and couldn’t possibly 
know what we are going through. In 
reality, Jesus suffered intensely in His 
passion and death. He did more so 
than us; because He was perfect and 
without sin, He was more sensitive to 
the evil that crucified Him. Jesus said, 
“The Father and I are one.” The Father 
knows and understands suffering. 

What’s more, He loves us, not 
only as His creation, but as His own 
children. When I was in college, I 
was involved in a serious motorcycle 
accident, I can tell you that my parents 
probably suffered from it more than 
I did, because I was in shock and on 

pain killers. I was living one moment 
at a time, but they were not only 
concerned about the moment, but my 
whole future. I believe it’s that way 
with Father God.

So let us turn to Him in this 
time of difficulty. Human beings are 
amazingly resilient, but we have more 
than natural resilience, we have all 
the grace we need. These are available 
to us, just ask! He have a hope that is 
beyond this world. In reality, this life 
is just a flash in the pan, compared to 
eternity. Where ever we are planted, 
whatever the situation, we need 
to be—more than ever—people of 
hope, a people who can witness to 
God’s goodness and bring hope to a 

There are many ways to respond to God in the midst of grief 
and tragedy, but generally, there are only two movements 
we can make: we can move away from God or closer to 

Him.  Are you angry? God can handle your anger, pour your heart 
out to Him.  Are you sad? Turn to Him for comfort. Questioning? 
Confused? Not able to feel anything? Turn to our Lord. 

(Continued on p. 10)

by Sr. Mary Thomas Windfeldt, DLJC
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St. Valentine’s Catholic Radio

Sr. Miriam

Our Lady of Vietnam Parish, Amarillo   
Sr. Michael Marie

West Texas A & M Catholic Student Center 
Sisters Mary Thomas & Ana Chiara

Immaculate Conception Parish, Vega 

Sr. Christine Marie & the Formation House
Spiritual Care Volunteer,BSA Hospice of the Southwest Sr. Maria Crucis

Diocesan Charismatic RenewalSr. Mariana

Featuring on-going ministries in the Diocese of Amarillo, TexasFeaturing on-going ministries in the Diocese of Amarillo, Texas



dljc MINISTRIES & Eventsdljc MINISTRIES & Events
At the service of the New EvangelizationAt the service of the New Evangelization
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Motherhouse, Prayer Town, Texas 

supports all missions & ministries of the DLJC through our internal 

mission of prayer & praise, Eucharistic celebration, Adoration, Liturgy of 

the Hours with intercessions for the whole Church & the people of God

Holy Cross Academy, Amarillo
Sr. Gabriel Mary

Spiritual Care Volunteer,BSA Hospice of the Southwest Sr. Maria Crucis

Women’s Prayer Brunch 

Sr. Elizabeth Ann

St. Anthony’s Catholic School, Dalhart  

Sr. Marguerite Marie

Young Adult Group, Dumas
Sr. Raphaellle Marie

Featuring on-going ministries in the Diocese of Amarillo, TexasFeaturing on-going ministries in the Diocese of Amarillo, Texas
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Sr. Cecilia
Mission Advancement 

Assistant

Sr.Elizabeth Ann
Mission Advancement 

Director

Prayer Town
PO Box 64

Prayer Town, TX
79010-0064

(806) 534-2312 ext. 116
sistersdljc@gmail.com

Amarillo
1828 Mustang St.

Amarillo, TX 79102
(806) 679-4525

dljcsisters@gmail.com

Unrestricted Gifts 548,051.86 Evangelization/Newsletter 116,554.22116,554.22

Restricted Grants 28,474.77 Retreat/Guest House 28,838.48 28,838.48 

Restricted Gifts 88,132.25 Administration 22,288.0522,288.05

Bequests Community

Ministries 216,370.54    Kitchen/Household 56,117.2056,117.20

Government Benefits 39,696.00    Vehicles/Gasoline/travel 39,565.2639,565.26

Investment Income 44,422.82    Medical 54,609.71 54,609.71 

Patrimony 38,216.61    Social Security 34,125.3034,125.30

Retreat House Fees 10,700.00    Vocation Promotion 7,187.19 7,187.19 

Miscellaneous  Income 1,434.04    Education/Formation 42,581.0642,581.06

Sale of Donated Art 12,273.69    Utilities 56,882.4756,882.47

Mexico General Fund 20,157.45    Chaplain 21,779.24 21,779.24 

   Employee Payroll 23,291.11 23,291.11 

   Maintenance 40,774.7340,774.73

   Other Operating Expenses 5,697.585,697.58

Tithe 15,000.0015,000.00

Development 34,743.8234,743.82

Capital Expenditures:

  Vehicle Purchases 30,860.4530,860.45

  Roofing - Retreat House, Shed 12,484.01 

  Courtyard Windows and Siding 18,769.64

  Infirmary Schematic Design  Infirmary Schematic Design 12,831.76 

  Cemetery Improvements 71,593.97 

  Industrial Mower 4,799.00 

Transfer to Medical Fund 52,517.0052,517.00

Transfer to Retirement Fund 40,675.0040,675.00

Transfer to Endowment Fund 17,049.0017,049.00

Transfer to Operating Fund 96,336.7896,336.78

Transfer to Patrimony Fund 27,488.0027,488.00

Transfer to Memorial Fund  15,955.00  15,955.00 

Transfer to Mission Fund 6,531.006,531.00

Transfer to Maintenance Fund 18,219.0018,219.00

Transfer to Project Emmanuel 37,740.00

Total Income $1,047,930.03 Total Expenses/Transfers $1,047,930.03

2019 Expense Report
Income/Fund Use Expenses/Transfers
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Thank You for Your Support!

Stocks & Securities: By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax 
benefits, avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction of 
optimizing your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information.

Disciples Endowment Fund: Make a gift in honor of a living person 
or in memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will 
keep on giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor 
you make the gift will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you 
in this life and beyond.  

Disciples League for Evangelization: Become a member of this 
league by including our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you 
will continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters 
and at the same time receive significant estate tax savings. Please remember 
to inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you appropriately 
as well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass.

Monetary Gifts: Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time 
or occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:

Automatic Bank Draft  s Cash  s Check  s Gift Cards s  Paypal
Online using a Credit card on our secure site www.dljc.org

Project Emmanuel Aging In Place
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