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The Royal Road of the Cross by Peter Thompson
The God Who Remembers: Easter is Proof That Jesus Will Never
Abandon Us
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(1 Cor 15:54b, 55, 57)

Every time I hear these comforting words of St. Paul it makes my heart
rejoice. It makes me thank Jesus over and over again for that wonderful gift
of love that He has given us. It fills me with expectant hope that this victory, a
glimpse of eternity will someday be realized fully when I see Him face to face.
But as St. Paul says in 1 Corithians 13:12, “For now we see in a mirror dimly,
but then face to face...”

The resurrection message continues to resound every time we celebrate
the Easter season. We need to be reminded that this is not just a thing of the
past. The Memorial Acclamation at the Eucharistic celebration is a constant
reminder of this fact that “Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come
again”

“Christ has died” It is important to remember first that Jesus suffered and
died. There is no other way to the resurrection except through the passion. The
article The Royal Road of the Cross reminds us that it is in walking the way of
: the cross in imitation of Christ’s suffering that will lead us to the resurrection.
; “Christ invites us to pick up our crosses daily and follow Him. This is the royal
: road that will lead us to victory” (page 5)

The article The God Who Remembers encourages us not to lose sight of this
gospel message. “Now, risen with Him, we have the power to
live in freedom and peace and hope.” (page 7) Jesus promised
that He will not abandon us. (see Mt 28:20)

Jesus’ ultimate act of love has changed the world for
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™. A Note From
Nother Fucy Lukasiewicz, DLJC

\é Superior General

(wctmm as | write my fpirst detter to atl of you!

On January 13, 2020, I was elected the Superior General for our Congre-
gation. The morning of the elections I felt the Lord say “surrender everything”
Little did I know that would mean becoming the Superior of the Disciples of
the Lord Jesus Christ. I was overcome and overwhelmed at that moment—and
still am-- but I am confident that the Lord will provide the grace and strength
to do all He asks. I ask for and depend upon your prayers.

Each January, I choose a scripture that will be my theme for the year. This
scripture will be my focus and an important part of my prayer. My scripture is
John 2:5. “Do whatever He tells you”. I chose this as my theme primarily be-
cause, in her golden years, Mother John Marie would frequently tell all of us to
“Do whatever He tells you” Now, these words speak to me as they are written
on her stone in our cemetery. What a beautiful reminder as I make a visit at her
tomb asking her to intercede for us. I am also moved by the words of Mary, our
Mother, as she instructed the servants at the wedding feast to “do whatever He
tells you” We are God’s servants and the message is the same. If we but seek
the face of Jesus, listen to His voice and then do His will, we will accomplish all
that we are meant to do.

Words cannot express my deepest gratitude to our former Superior, Sister
Juana Teresa (2014-2020). I am very grateful for the ways in which she served,
along with her council: Sister Cecilia, Sister Angela and Sister Maria Crucis. It
was beautiful to work alongside them and see God do great things. There was a
great unity and desire to do the will of God. She beautifully led the Community.

May God bless you, may you know His love and may your hear His voice.
Together let us serve the Lord and one another. ‘§
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Sister Suana Teresa Gﬂuny, Sister Cecilia Bustinell,
Sister ﬂlzyefa Z@)ayner, Sister Bucy Lukasiewicz £
Sister Maria Crucis Hoch

for their service fo the Gommuzy'/y this pas/ K%' years

“Thank You /[o’z Your /z’zay.su./
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By Peter Thompson

Cross. The first prayer we were taught is, “The Sign of the Cross.”

B lazoned on the mind of every disciple of Jesus is the image of the

Before we can walk or speak our parents guided our tiny hands

to form the holy sign upon our bodies. We were Baptized into Christ.
Signed with the Cross, born again of water and the Spirit. The heart and
core of our faith, expressed by our parents and godparents as they signed
our foreheads with this holy sign. At our Baptism the royal road of the

Cross began.

St. Paul in 1 Cor. 1:18 reminds
us that the message of the cross is
complete absurdity to those who are
headed to ruin, but to those of us
who are experiencing salvation it is
the power of God. Jesus gave us the
supreme example of what it means
to embrace the cross. He left Heaven,
taking the form of man, knowing
that he would lay down his life for
all of humanity and that includes
every one of us (Phil. 2:6-11). The
cross was foreshadowed long before
Christ came. The prophetic word
was clear that the Messiah would
suffer grievously. Psalm 22 describes
the crucifixion as does Isaiah 53.

The suffering Servant. St. Paul in 1
Cor. 11:1 invites us to, “Imitate me
as I imitate Christ” Paul walked that
royal road of the cross, embracing
daily, the struggles, hardships and
sufferings of being a true disciple of
Christ. He lists a catalogue of trials in
2 Cor. 11:16-32. Inviting us to imitate
him. Throughout the centuries we are
witness to countless saints, ordinary
men, women and children who
walked this road, some embracing the
greatest witness of all, martyrdom for
the sake of the name. We, likewise,
in our time are invited by Christ to
take up our crosses daily. To imitate
Christ. He promised to be with us,

www.dljc.org ¢ 5



shouldering the crosses he allows
us to carry. Like Simon of Cyrene,
Christ now walks with you. There is
no escaping the crosses of life. We can
seek to fight against them, reject them,
grumble and complain bitterly. But
in doing so we reject the very means
God in his love gives us, so that we,
like our forefathers can come safely
home to the Beatific vision. St. James
tells us to, “Rejoice when we suffer
all kinds of trials and tribulations.
Why, because your faith is tested, this
makes for endurance. Let endurance
come to its
perfection so
that you may
be  mature
and lacking
nothing.
(Jas. 1:2-4). m
Who among
us does
not  suffer
many trials,
throughout
their lives? As we embrace these
crosses we are being made ready for
heaven.

The words of Jesus in Matthew
11:28-30 never cease to give me
courage to face whatever trial will
come my way. Listening to a CD
recently by Kimberly Hahn, she
reminded us that if we are currently in
a lull between trials, then be assured
this lull and trials (crosses) will
return. We need to memorize these
words of Jesus so that wherever on the
road of life we are, then his word will
penetrate our mind and heart.

“Come to me, all you who are
weary and find life burdensome, I will

6 ¢ Praise Him! March/April 2020

refresh you. Take my yoke upon your
shoulders and learn from me, for I
am gentle and humble of heart. Your
souls will find rest, for my yoke is easy
and my burden light”

Self-denial is a sure way to
train ourselves for this royal road.
Disciplining our physical bodies,
controlling our thoughts, curbing
our tongues. In this way we are better
prepared to fully embrace the trials,
be they small or severe, that come
our way. Again St. Paul gives us the
example of the runner, racing to grasp

3 the prize. He
- who  would
aspire to
greatness
in the field
of athletics
must learn
' from the start
to  exercise
discipline,
if he is to
| achieve his
goal. We are seeking the highest
goal of all, eternal life in Christ. The
hardest thing for us to do is to place
our total trust in Jesus. Trusting that
no matter what circumstances we find
ourselves in, God in His wisdom is
working tirelessly for our salvation. In
our embrace of the cross, we join with
Christ in the work of salvation (Col.
1:24). Christ invites us to pick up our
crosses daily and follow him.

This is the royal road that will
lead to victory.

Reprinted with permission from
The Bread of Life, July/ August 2016



appy Easter! May the good news of Jesus’ resurrection fill

all our hearts with joy! Christ is risen; he has overcome

sin and death. He has vanquished the devil and rescued
us from his hold. Now, risen with him, we have the power to live

in freedom and peace and hope.

This is the heart of the gospel
message, and it's a message that we
will be celebrating throughout these
fifty days of the Easter season. Its the
message we'll be reminded of when
the priest lights the Easter candle at
Mass each Sunday. It's the message
that shines through the white and
gold vestments that he wears and in
the constant choruses of “Alleluia”
that we will sing.

But as glorious and hope filled as
this message is, it can be easy for us to
lose sight of it from one Sunday to the
next. The Church may devote seven
weeks to celebrating Easter, but our
everyday world devotes only a couple
of days to the feast. Life continues to
churn on as if nothing important has
happened, and we can churn along
with it.

Let’s make this Easter different.
Lets make it a time to experience

Jesus’ resurrection in a new way. And
to help with that, we want to focus
on the blessings that come when we
“remember Jesus Christ raised from
the dead” (2 Tim 2:8). Our memories
are very powerful, and as we devote
ourselves to remembering the Lord,
we'll find ourselves drawing closer to
him and feeling his love more deeply.

Let’s begin by taking a look at the
way God remembers us.

“He Remembered.”

A number of places in
the Scriptures talk about God
remembering his people, and they
usually focus on the covenant he has
made with them. After the Great
Flood, God promised Noah that
his rainbow would be a constant
reminder of his covenant (Gen 9:15-
16). Speaking through Moses, he
told the Israelites that even if their
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sin led them to exile, he would still
remember the promises he made to
them when they had entered into a
covenant relationship with him on
Mt. Sinai (Lev 26:44-45). And through
the prophet Ezekiel, he promised
his people, who were suffering in
exile, that he would remember this
covenant and rescue them (16:60).
The ultimate proof of how long
and deep God’s memory is comes in
the Gospel of Luke. Mary has come
to visit her kinswoman Elizabeth
to share the news of the angel’s visit
and her unexpected pregnancy.
Overflowing with joy and wonder at
the new life growing within her, Mary
offers a prayer of praise to God, her
Magnificat. As she sings about the
goodness of the Lord, she proclaims
that God has “helped Israel
his servant, remembering
his mercy, according
to his promise to
our fathers, to
Abraham and to his
descendants forever”
(Lk 1:54-55).

Remember Me.
Isn’'t that marvelous?

God has never forgotten his
mercy! Centuries after he had
promised to bless all nations through
Abraham, he sent his Son into the
world. The long years of waiting
had come to an end, and Jesus—the
very embodiment of God’s desire to
remember us—came and brought
us into a new covenant through his
cross. In every word that he spoke and
every miracle that he performed, Jesus
showed us that God never forgets his
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Yes,
we are the

forgetful ones,
not God!

people, he never forgets his promise,
and he never forgets his mercy.

But God doesn't just remember
his covenant. He remembers each
one of us, just as a father always
keeps his children close to his heart.
Remembering his friend Abraham,
God agreed to rescue Abraham’s
nephew, Lot, from the destruction of
Sodom (Gen 19:29). God remembered
Hannah’s plea for a child and gave
her a son who would become one of
Israel’s greatest leaders, the prophet
Samuel (1 Sam 1:19). He remembered
Noah and his family and rescued
them from the flood (Gen 8:1).

Each of these people, as well as
SO many more, can reassure us that
God will remember us as well. No
one escapes his attention. He excludes

none of us from his care.

Our Selective Memory.
By contrast,
think of the ways we
forget God. We have
trouble following
his commands, often
because they are not
in the forefront of our
minds. We let a lie slip out.
We take God’s name in vain. We
may not kill, but we hold grudges and
secretly wish that certain people were
not in our lives.

Its not just the formal
commandments we forget, either.
Every time we walk past a homeless
person or disregard a family member
who is struggling, we are forgetting
that Jesus is especially present in the
poor and the suffering. And then
there are the days when we are too



busy to pray—we forget that
Jesus is waiting to shower us with
his grace and guidance. Yes, we
are the forgetful ones, not God!

It’s funny how selective our
memory can be. We may forget
God’s commandments when it
comes to what we want to do,
but we are quick to remember
how other people have broken
his commands—especially when |
it affects us. We may forget to be
merciful to people, but we remember
the people who have been unkind
to us. Most of the time, this isn’t
intentional. It just seems to be the
way our minds work. We have to take
the time and effort to remember what
God asks of us—and to actually do it!

A clear example of this selective
memory is Jesus parable of the
unmerciful servant (Mt 18:21-
35). The servant had no problem
remembering that his master was
merciful and kind, and so he begged
for more time to repay his enormous
debt. But not one hour after having
his entire debt wiped away, the same
servant forgot his master’s mercy
and instead remembered how much
his fellow servant owed him—a very
small amount.

God’s Selective Memory.

Now contrast this with God.
While we remember the negative
things and lose sight of the positive
ones, his “memory” seems to work
in the exact opposite way. He forgets
the negative and remembers the
positive. He forgets our sins but holds
fast to our acts of obedience. The
psalmist rejoices that God throws our

transgressions “as far as the east is
from the west” (Ps 103:12). Through
the prophet Isaiah, God promises,
“Your sins I remember no more”
(43:25). When we come to the Lord
in Confession, he is quick to forgive
us and wipe away our sins. Instead of
dwelling on our failings, he heals our
wounds and sends us back into the
world to be his witnesses.

At the same time, God treasures
every act of generosity we perform,
every sacrifice we make, and every
kind word we speak. He blesses us
when we give up our time for someone
else, especially someone who is lonely
or struggling. Scripture tells us that
“God is not unjust,” he will not forget
“your work and the love you have
demonstrated for his name by having
served and continuing to serve” his
people (Heb 6:10).

Here is another story from
the Bible that demonstrates just
how far God’s memory extends.
The Book of Acts tells us about a
pagan soldier named Cornelius.
According to the story, an angel
appeared to Cornelius and told
him, “Your prayer has been heard
and your almsgiving remembered
before God” (Acts 10:31). Of all the
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things, both good and bad, that God
could have remembered about this
Roman centurion, he focused on his
prayerfulness and acts of kindness.
And he blessed him immensely for it
by sending Peter to him with the good
news of the Gospel. Because of God’s
“selective memory, Cornelius went
down in history as the first Gentile
convert.

Remembering Equals Action.

So many of the stories in
the Bible show us that when God
remembers, he also acts. Whether
it’s a single person like Hannah or an
entire people like the Jews in Egypt,
God’s memory leads him to action.
Whether he is remembering his
covenant or a persons deep need or
someone’s humility and faithfulness,
God responds by doing something.
He rescues. He redeems. He comforts.
He pours out grace.

Our God is always at work,
remembering our deeds and our

prayers and offering us blessings in
return. He is always at work, focusing
on the good in us and encouraging us
to do the same. He knows that if we
remember the good about each other,
well treat each other with the same
compassion and mercy he has for us.

Every Easter, we read about the
risen Jesus appearing to his disciples
and telling them, “Behold, I am with
you always, until the end of the age”
(Mt 28:20). Such a beautiful promise
proves that our God will never forget
us. He will never stop thinking about
us. We are too important for him to
forget us or abandon us to our own
fears and temptations. And if Jesus is
always with us, he is always offering
his blessing of peace. May we never
forget him! May we always remember
that he is with us!

Reprinted with permission

The Word Among Us, Easter 2016 issue
7115 Guilford Dr. Ste 100

Frederick MD 21704-5234
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Local and M1551on Houses
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Monterrey, Mexico
Casa de Nazaret, Sr. Clara serves as
;, the local superior. Joining her are
" Sisters Juana Teresa and Mary Justin,

Amarillo, Texas
San Damiano Convent serves the
Amarillo Diocese in a variety of ways. |
Sr. Angela has been appointed local
superior. Sisters Miriam, Gabriel Mary
and Sr. Elizabeth Ann continues to
serve the Diocese.

Albuquerque,

New Mexico
Casa San Augustin,
Sr. Anthony continues
to serve as the Director
of the Catholic
Charismatic Center,
Sr. Catherine will join
her as mission leader.

b

a Santa Fe, New Mex1co
Sisters Magdalena and
Stella Maris continue to
serve at Sta. Maria de la Paz.

Gibsonia, Pennsylvania
The Ark and the Dove,
Sr. Bernadette, serves as mission .
leader. Joining her are Sisters Marie
Fidelis and Grace Maria.
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Respect Life Walk,
Amarillo, TX,
Sr. Maria Goretti

2. Pre-Confirmation Retreat,
Cactus & Stratford, Sisters
Ana Chiara & Michael Marie

3. Pre-Confirmation Retreat,
Peralta, NM, Sisters
Raphaelle Marie, Stella Maris,
Magdalena & Postulant Cari

4. Bread of Life Retreat,
Lindsay, TX, Sisters Angela
& Anna Sophia

5. Pre-Confirmation Retreat,
Raton, NM, Sisters Mary
Thomas & Marguerite Marie

6. Retreat on Prayer, Prayer
Town, TX, Sister Ana Chiara

7. Quinceanera & Moms Retreat,
Dumas, TX, Sisters Damiana,
Anna Sophia & Gloria

8. Pre-Confirmation Retreat,
St. Dominic Church,
Garden City, KS

9. Vocations Promotion,
St. Hyacinth Church,
Amarillo, TX, Sisters
Mary Gianna & Goretti

10. Pre-Confirmation Retreat,
Guymon, OK, Sisters Michael
Marie & Marguerite Marie
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SR.ELIZABETH ANN
Mission Advancement
Director

AMARILLO
1828 Mustang St.
Amarillo, TX 79102
(806) 679-4525

dljcsisters@gmail.com

SR. CECILIA
Mission Advancement
Assistant

PRAYER TOWN
PO Box 64
Prayer Town, TX
79010-0064
(806) 534-2312 ext. 116
sistersdljc@gmail.com
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Beef
Vegetables
Cleaning supplies
Laundry detergent
Gift cards
Low mileage vehicles

Federal tax

codes provide

for generous

tax advantages
in exchange for
charitable giving.
All your gifts
to us are tax-—
deductible

Dear Beloved in Christ,

How great is our God! He has given
us wonderful friends, family and donors
like you who are ministering to the
lost sheep through your financial and
prayerful support of us.

Below is our projected expense chart
for 2020. Among the most significant is
our Aging 1n Place Capital Campaign
"Project Emmanuel." If you would like
to partner with us for this special
undertaking to give quality care to

our aging and infirmed Sisters, please
indicate "Project Emmanuel" on your
donation(s). Know that you are dear to
us!

2020 Projected Expenses

Administration 10,800.00 | Retreat/Guest House 18,500.00

Treasurer's 1,640.00 | Utilities 55,604.00

Office

Sacristy/ 22,350.00 | Formation 11,015.00

Chaplain

Music 3,375.00 | Local Houses 68,280.00

Divine Office 125.00 | Ministry 11,800.00

Office Supplies 2,800.00 | Maintenance 35,900.00

Library 1,736.00 | Taxes 740.00

Mail 1,000.00 | Bank Charges 2,450.00

Computers/ 3,550.00 | Newsletter 32,157.00

Technology

Kitchen 37,700.00 | Mission 60,105.00
Advancement

Temporalities 10,790.00 | Education 63,563.00

Medical 49,634.00 | Tithe 15,000.00

Sewing 1,000.00 | Payroll Expenses 26,270.00

Travel/ 22,000.00 | To Retirement Fund 19,200.00

Recreation

Immigration 3,200.00 | To Medical 36,600.00
Emergency Fund

Vehicle 28,334.00 | SUBTOTAL 706,254.00

Social Security 38,556.00 | Extraordinary 155,148.00

Payments Expenses

Vocations 10,480.00 | TOTAL 861,402.00

14 o Praise Him! March/April 2020



for Your Support!

mm/f/ly 97@5’ Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time

or occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:
Automatic Bank Draft ¢Cash ¢ Check ¢Gift Cards ¢ Paypal
Online using a Credit card on our secure site www.dljc.org

5@0{5 & Secwrities: By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax
benefits, avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction of
optimizing your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information.

@050{70(@5 a//w/awmmé (z?m/wzﬂ Make a gift in honor of a living person
or in memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will
keep on giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor
you make the gift will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you
in this life and beyond.

@Sﬁe/ /a/z Eva zation: Become a member of this
league y mcludmg our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you
will continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters
and at the same time receive significant estate tax savings. Please remember
to inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you appropriately
as well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass. :

www.dljc.org ¢ 15
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